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Xohe   Present  is  the   "Best  Time. 

There  is  only  one  opportunity  each  year  of  getting  advertise- 
ments in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  It  occurs 
NOW.  The  advertisements  in  the  Diary  will  foster  business 
every  business  day  in  1908.  They  do  this  with  double  effect, 
seeing  that  the  announcements  are  carefully  analysed  by  our 
staff  and  every  item  in  them  goes  to  form  a  Buyers'  Guide, 
which  tells  buyers  where  to  buy.  This  enhances  the  value  of 
the  advertisements  and  brings  business  to  advertisers  all  the 
year  round.  We  recommend  all  business  houses  and  manu- 
facturers to  secure  space  in  the  Diary  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Colonial  and  foreign  circulation  of  the  C.  <£•  D.  necessi- 
tates our  closing  for  press  early  in  November,  as  the  Diary  is 
presented  free  to  every  subscriber  to  the  C.  <b  D.,  and  we  like 
everyone  to  get  it  before  the  new  year.  This  means  early 
dispatch  from  London,  but  to  advertisers  this  is  good  business, 
for  the  C.  &  D.  Colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  form  one  of 
the  most  important  buying  clienteles  in  the  world.  Address 
the  Publisher,  as  above. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  Se»  also  "  Contents"  in 
the  first  column. 


EaSton  s  Sirup  is  one  of  the  prominent  subjects  of  the  week. 
Mr.  Merson's  contention  that  sales  of  it  may  bo  treated  as  dis- 
pensing of  medicine  is  supported  by  "  Xrayser  "  (p.  687),  and 
at  a  meeting  of  Scottish  chemists  in  Edinburgh  last  week  a 
resolution  in  support  of  this  practice  was  adopted  (p.  675). 

In  another  letter  Mr.  Merson  elaborates  his  idea,  saying  that 
the  exemption  from  the  selling  conditions  applies  solely  to 
poisons  compounded  by  chemists  as  medicines— e.g.,  to 
Easton's  syrup  made  by  the  retailer,  but  not  to  Easton'a 
syrup  tabloids  (p.  703). 

As  "  Xrayser  "  points  out,  Section  17  of  the  Act  does  not  say 
that  dispensing  is  doing  something  according  to  the  prescrip- 
tion of  a  medical  practitioner.  When  tho  Bill  was  going 
through  the  House  of  Commons  in  1868  a  motion  to  that  effect 
was  defeated  (p.  687). 

Dealing  with  "Xrayser's"  remarks  and  the  Edinburgh 
resolution  we  again  point  out  that  "dispensing"  has  been 
defined  by  the  High  Court,  and  that  "  selling  "  without  a 
prescription  of  some  kind  is  outside  the  definition.  Sales 
without  a  prescription  are  alone  the  trouble  to  chemists,  and 
wo  urge  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  ignore  the  recent  actions 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  others,  which  demonstrate 
the  necessity  for  entry  in  the  poisons-book  (p.  688). 

The  subject  is  also  being  discussed  by  local  associations 
(p.  696),  and  a  desire  is  voiced  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland  for 
strict  adherence  to  "  selling  "  conditions  until  a  test-case  can- 
be  arranged  (p.  704). 

The  Pharmacy  Act  prosecutions  in  Aberdeen,  the  results  of 
which  were  given  last  week,  are  now  fully  reported.  The  Lord 
Advocate  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  proceedings  (p.  680) ;  never- 
theless there  is  much  indignation  against  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  Aberdeen  (p.  676). 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  presided  at  a 
meeting  of  the  executive  in  Edinburgh  last  week,  when  among 
other  business  the  members  discussed  the  desirabilitv  of  giving 
the  title  "pharmacist"  to  Minor  men  (p.  694).  The  Presi- 
dent's presence  seems  to  have  been  as  oil  upon  troubled 
waters  (p.  691). 

A  Cablegram  from  the  Australian  Premier's  secretary  to  the 
Commonwealth  officer  in  London  states  that  the  proposed  Bill 
dealing  with  patent  medicines  will  require  disclosure  of 
formulas,  except  in  special  cases.  The  matter  is  fully  dealt 
with  in  an  article  on  p.  689. 

The  Middlesex  County  Council  is  to  try  preliminary 
sampling  of  food  and  drugs  as  a  cautionary  measure  in  en- 
forcement of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (p.  674). 

A  Long  List  of  Errata  has  been  published  by  the  translators 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  Japan,  and  we  reprint  it  on  p.  692. 
Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  of  Stratford,  communicate  criticisms 
of  the  standards  adopted  in  some  cases  (p.  693). 

Messrs.  Thomas  Burrell  (Montrose),  J.  I.  Fraser  (Edin- 
burgh), and  J.  F.  Tocher  (Peterhead)  have  been  nominated 
to  fill  three  vacancies  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland  (p.  694). 

Pharmacy  Matters  in  Germany  are  getting  a  little  clearer, 
but  the  Social  Democratic  party  will  not  leave  the  apothekers 
alone  (p.  679). 

A  Useful  Summ  ary  of  the  provisions  of  the  U.S.  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  was  communicated  to  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  last  week,  and  is  condensed  on  p.  697. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1908  has  sufficiently 
far  advanced  to  enable  us  to  say  something  about  it  in  this 
issue  (p.  690).  We  have  received  a  few  formulae  tor  exempted 
remedies  to  print  in  it.  If  more  are  to  come  the  sooner  they 
are  sent  the  better. 

A  Reduction  in  codeine  and  salts  and  English  and  German 
refined  camphor  are  the  distinctive  features  of  the  market. 
Copper  sulphate,  Japanese  pot.  iodide,  cream  of  tartar,  and 
vanilla  are  higher.  Soudan  gum  arabic  is  firmer.  Clove  oil, 
lemon  oil,  Guinea  grains,  shellac,  and  flat  High-dried  rhubarb 
are  easier.  The  instability  of  American  finance  is  reflected  in 
our  markets  by  a  lessened  export  trade  to  that  country  and  a 
disinclination  to  speculate  in  produce  (p.  699). 

B 


674 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  2,  1907 


J6noUsb  IRcws. 


Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

A  fire  occurred  on  October  28  at  the  premises  of  Mr. 
William  McGavin,  chemist  and  druggist,  110  Friargate, 
Preston,  but  the  outbreak  was  discovered  and  dealt  with 
in  time  to  prevent  serious  damage  being  done. 

At  Grimsby  Quarter  Sessions  on  October  23,  Henry 
Guthrie,  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  alleged  fraud  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  herbal  cigarettes  (C .  <£•  D., 
October  26,  p.  638),  was  found  not  guilty  and  discharged. 
He  was,  however,  rearrested  on  similar  charges. 

Thomas  Todd,  formerly  an  assistant  with  Messrs.  W. 
Cussons,  Ltd.,  chemists,  Beverley  Road,  Hull,  was  sen- 
tenced to  six  weeks'  imprisonment  on  October  24  for  steal- 
ing money  belonging  to  his  employers.  It  was  stated  that 
the  total  defalcations  amounted  to  250/.,  and  that  they  were 
spread  over  a  period  of  three  years. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  October  25,  Charles 
Bond  (19),  porter,  was  remanded  on  a  charge  of  stealing,  at 
'Charterhouse  Square,  E.C.,  a  bottle  of  perfume,  valued  at 
2$.  6d.,  the  property  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Francii 
Newbery  &  Son,  Ltd.  The  prosecutor  said  that  the  scent 
was  missed  and  the  prisoner  was  accused,  with  the  result 
'that  he  admitted  having  it. 

.  Addressing  a  meeting  of  burgesses  at  Bacup,  Mr.  Charles 
Cunliffe,  the  Liberal  candidate,  said  the  Corporation  had  a 
splendid  chance  of  revenue  by  growing  peppermint.  For 
five  years  there  had  been  a  greater  demand  than  supply. 

.  Rating  authorities  round  London  had  taken  to  growing  it 
for  the  market.  In  Bacup  they  had  the  land  and  the 
climate,  and  the  ratepayers  would  be  able  to  derive  revenue 

.  straight  away. 

Drug-sampling  in  Middlesex. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  on 

■  October  24,  the  General  Purposes  Committee  reported  that 
the  system  of  food  and  drug  inspection  needed  to  be 
thoroughly  reorganised.  The  committee  were  in  favour  of 
the  scheme  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of 
taking  preliminary  samples  without  any  formalities,  because 

•  it  increased  the  chance  of  detecting  habitual  fraud,  and 
diminished  the  risk  of  the  conviction  of  innocent  persons 
who  might  contravene  the  Act  by  accident.  The  Local 
Government  Board  agreed  that  that  plan  serves  to  indicate 
the  traders  who  sell  unsatisfactory  articles,  and  samples 

.  can  be  taken  afterwards  with  the  observance  of  the  pre- 
scribed formalities.  The  committee  remarked  further  that 
a  system  of  informal  sampling  would  save,  upon  the  cost  of 
analysis  alone.  700/.  or  800/.  annually,  and  would  lead  to 
the  detection  of  cases  of  adulteration  which  went  undis- 
covered under  present  methods.  The  committee  recom- 
mended approval  of  the  practice  of  taking  informal  samples, 
and  of  the  appointment  of  a  chief  officer  to  organise,  syste- 
matise, and  control  the  work  of  the  inspectors  and  their 

s  assistants,  at  a  salary  of  400/.  a  year.  The  report  and  re- 
commendations were  adopted.  [This  is  a  case  of  "thanks 
to  Glyn- Jones." — Editor  C.  <£•  D.~\  The  analyst  re- 
ported that  he  had  analysed  during  the  quarter,  among 
others,  the  following  samples  :  Compound  liniment  of 
camphor,  1 ;  tincture  of  camphor  compound,  1 ;  cream  of 
tartar,  3;  tincture  of  iodine,  8;  lime-juice  cordial,  1;  lime 
water,  1 ;  crushed  linseed,  1 ;  laudanum,  1 ;  camphorated 
oil,  1;  finest  cream  olive  oil.  1:  oil  of  juniper,  2;  liquorice 
powder,  1;  compound  liquorice  powder,  2;  tartaric  acid,  1. 
All  were  genuine  but  two  of  the  samples  of  tincture  of 
iodine. 

Poor  Law  Notes. 

The  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians  closed  the  door  on  the 
recent  troubles  with  the  hospital  medical  staff  on  October  30 
by  the  appointment  of  a  new  resident  medical  officer.  There 
was  a  large  number  of  applicants  for  the  post. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee,  the 
Merthyr  Tydfil  Guardians  have  decided  that  the  practice 
of  obtaining  wines  and  spirits  for  the  infirmary  through  a 


chemist  be  discontinued,  and  that  in  future  they  be  ob- 
tained direct  from  spirit  merchants.  It  was  explained  that 
the  committee  had  been  moved  to  make  the  proposal  with 
the  object  of  avoiding  any  suggestion  that  wine  and  spirits 
were  being  supplied  under  the  disguise  of  drugs. 

Chemists  and  Public  Service. 

The  following  gentlemen  connected  w'th  the  drug  and 
chemical  trades  have  been  re-elected  members  of  their 
respective  municipal  corporations  : 

Mr.  E.  Field,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  John  Hedley,  manager  of  Alkali  Works,  Widncs. 

Mr.  J.  E.  H.  Watson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rose  Corner, 
Norwich.  . 

Mr.  Daniel  Thomas  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  1  High 
Street.  Margate. 

Mr.  Wilbam  Giles,  chemist  and  druggist,  Albert  Villa, 
Wallsend-on-Tyne. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  3  Grange 
Crescent,  Sunderland. 

Mr.  Walter  Robert  King  (of  Typke  &  King),  chemical- 
manufacturer,  Southend-on-Sea. 

Mr.  Frederick  Albert  Willcock,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Victoria  Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  Ferdinand  Green  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ivy- 
dale.  London  Road.  Portsmouth. 

Mr.  Henry  William  Blackadar.  chemist  and  druggist, 
Cranmere,  84a  Queen's  Road,  Buckland,  Portsmouth 

Mr.  James  Dudfield  Rose,  chemist  and  druggist,  22  Croft 
Terrace,  Jarrow  (returned  unopposed  for  the  third  time). 

Anion'"  those  who  are  candidates  for  election  are  Mr.  S. 
Edwards,  chemist  and  druggist,  31  High  Street,  Godalm- 
ing  •  Mr'  E  Ripley,  chemist  and  druggist,  261  London  Road, 
St  Leonards-cn-Sea ;  Mr.  Nehemiah  Tomlmson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  302  Garrow  Lane.  Burnley ;  Mr.  C.  H. 
Brunner,  Wavertree,  Liverpool;  Mr.  Max  Muspratt  (of 
Muspratt  Bros.  &  Huntley,  Ltd.,  chemical-manufacturers, 
Flint),  Prince's  Park,  Liverpool. 

Councillor  R.  Stevens,  a  director  of  the  Sheppey  Glue 
and  Chemical  Works.  Ltd.,  has  been  chosen  to  nil  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  Queenborough  for  the  coming  municipal 
year. 

Petrol  in  the  House. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Hackney  cn  October  26,  on  the 
body  of  a  girl  named  Dawney,  who  died  from  burns  re- 
ceived by  the  ignition  of  some  petrol  which  her  mother  had 
been  usiD<i  for  cleaning  clothes.  The  jury,  in  returning  a 
verdict  cf  accidental  death,  added  "that  the  use  of 
petroleum  spirit  for  clear-mg-purposes  in  private  houses 
by  persons  ignorant  of  its  danger,  or  too  careless  to  take 
needful  precaution  in  its  use  in  open  vessels,  and  in  rooms 
in  which  fires  or  lights  are  burning,  needs  to  be  restricted 
by  further  legislation  ;  and  also  the  conveyance  and  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit  require  further  iegulation  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  life." 

East  Anglian  Notes. 

Representatives  of  the  great  mustard  firms  are  busy  at 
Wisbech  just  now  making  purchases  from  growers  of  the 
seed. 

Autumn  wheat-sowing  is  rapidly  coming  to  a  close  owing 
to  the  favourable  Tains,  and  as  a  consequence  the  sale  of 
cupri  sulph.  and  other  wheat-dressings  is  almost  over  1  he 
slump  in  the  copper  market  came  rather  too  late  materially 
to  benefit  agricultural  chemists.  The  writer  of  larm 
Notes"  in  the  "  Eastern  Daily  Press"  did  chemists  a  good 
turn  a  few  weeks  ago  by  warning  farmers  against 
adulterations. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  sale  of  voice  lozenges  has  greatly  increased  lately, 
and  is  accounted  for  by  the  numerous  concerts  and  develop- 
ment of  the  choral  societies  of  our  city. 

The  "  Luno-  Bell,'"  an  additional  excerpt  from  the  domain 
of  phvsics  with  a  dash  of  physic,  has  made  its  appearance 
in  the  windows  of  all  our  leading  pharmacies. 

The  only  local  pharmacist  who  is  tempting  the  fates  at 
the  hustings  this  municipal-election  tide  is  Mr.  Richard 
Hollick,  the  well-known  Burbury  Street  chemist  and  O.O. 
of  Warwickshire. 
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Artistic  Cars  and  Inartistic  Ads. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Accrington  Town  Council  on  Octo- 
ber 28,  strong  objection  was  raised  by  a  member  to  the 
electric  tramcars,  described  as  "  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  United  Kingdom,"  being  utilised  for  the  purpose  of 
advertising  patent  medicines  and  quack  cures.  The  in- 
dignant councillor  protested  against  the  artistic  cars  of 
Accrington  being  spoiled  in  this  way  for  the  sake  of  200/. 
or  300/.  The  majority  of  the  Council  were  unsympathetic, 
however,  and  the  Council's  resolution  to  allow  advertising 
was  permitted  to  stand. 

Liverpool  Pharmacies. 
According  to  a  record  of  old-established  businesses  in 
the  city,  issued  in  the  monthly  magazine  of  the  Liverpool 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Messrs.  John  McGufBe  &  Co.,  dis- 
pensing chemists,  of  18  Castle  Street,  have  been  in  exist- 
ence since  1793.  Messrs.  J.  H.  &  S.  Johnson,  wholesale 
druggists,  who  have  shops  at  6,  8,  and  10  Whitechapel, 
7  Church  Street,  and  2  and  3  Leigh  Street,  can  boast  of 
over  102  years'  establishment ;  while  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  wholesale  and  export  manufactur- 
ing druggists,  of  56  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  have  been  in 
existence  over  eighty  years.  Then  there  are  Messrs.  W.  &  J. 
Ferguson,  pharmaceutical  chemists  (shipping  and  export 
druggists),  of  5  and  6  Strand  Street,  established  1824: 
Messrs.  Clay  &  Abraham,  manufacturing  and  dispensing- 
chemists,  87  Bold  Street  and  46  Castle  Street,  1840:  and 
Bell,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
druggists  (export),  of  33  and  37  Lydia  Ann  Street  and 
Henry  Street,  established  for  over  sixty  years. 


3n6fo  IRews, 

Local  Newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Committed. 

The  man  John  Burke,  who  is  alleged  to  have  stolen  the 
poison  with  which  he  attempted  suicide  at  Keadv  co 
Armagh  (see  C.  <l-  D.,  October  26,  p.  638).  has  been  com- 
mitted for  trial  at  the  County  Assizes.  The  poicon  was 
solution  of  atropine  sulphate. 

Personal. 

Professor  Vivian  B.  Lewes,  will  on  December  11  lecture  in 
the  Grosvenor  Hall,  Belfast,  on  ••Our  Atmosphere  in  its 
Relation  to  Health.'' 

Dr.  Benjamin  Moore,    M.A.,    Professor   of  Biological 
Chemistry  in  Liverpool  University,  is  to  address  the  Belfast 
Medical  Students'  Association  at  Queen's  College  Belfast 
on  November  11. 

Business  Items. 
Messrs.   Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.,  have 
been  the  first  to  take  advantage  of  the  extension  of  the  elec- 
tric light  to  Clontarf  from  Dublin.    The  Clontarf  Pharmacy 
is  much  improved  by  it. 

On  October  26  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Kiloh  &  Co  Ltd 
chemists,  Cork,  accompanied  by  Mr.  J.  Kiloh,  spent  the  day 
at  the  Dublin  International  Exhibition.  The  journey  of 
over  200  miles  was  accomplished  in  a  special  train  from  Cork, 
and  on  arrival  at  Dublin  the  party  were  conveyed  across  the 
city  to  Ball's  Bridge  in  reserved  electric  ears. 

Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  will 
on  November  1  be  represented  in  Ireland  by  Mr.  S  Adam- 
son,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Gilford,  co.  Down,  late  of 
Enmskillen  and  Ballina.  Mr.  G.  Mann,  who  has  up  till  now 
represented  the  company,  has  been  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  one  of  the  principal  departments  in  the  Liverpool  house! 


Scotch  1Rcw6. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Wil  iam  MacDonald,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  ac- 
quired the  business  of  dispensing  and  photographic  chemist 
so  long  carried  on  at  105  High  Street,  Falkirk,  by  Mr  W 
iorgie,  and  latterly  by  Mr.  A.  Forrester. 


The  following  chemists  have  been  nominated  as  candi- 
dates at  the  forthcoming  municipal  elections  in  Scotland  : 
Donald  Mc-Dougall  Skinner,  Oban ;  Donald  Fowler,  Tain  ; 
William  R.  Kermath,  St.  Andrews;  John  Peebles,  Kirk- 
caldy; W.  G.  Robertson,  Cupar;  Alexander  Robertson, 
Oban  ;  John  Carmichael,  Leslie ;  William  Marshall  Elliot, 
Coldstream;  Niven  Cluckie.  Stranraer;  Alexander  Stewart, 
East  Linton;  Robert  Murray  Lawson,  Dumfries;  Thomas 
Yule,  Cowdenbeath  ;  and  John  C.  McCorquodale,  Markinch. 
Medicated  "Wines  in  Scotland. 
At  the  half -yearly  Licensing  Court  for  the  County  of 
Roxburgh,  held  at  Jedburgh  on  October  29,  Mr.  William 
M.  Alexander,  chemist,  Kelso,  applied  for  a  licence  to 
sell  wine.    The  agent  stated  that  the  applicant  wished  the 
authority  of  the  court  to  sell  medicated  wines,  as  objection 
was  taken  by  the  Excise  department  to  this  being  done 
without  a  licence.    Mr.  Porter,  chief  constable,  said  this 
was  a  new  departure  hi  the  county.    It  appeared  that  drug- 
gists had  been  selling  medicated  wines  with  a  great  quantity 
of  alcohol  in  them,  and  the  Excise  had  come  down  on  them. 
He  had  made  inquiries,  and  found  that  elsewhere  licences 
were  granted  under  the  same  conditions  as  a  grocer's  licence, 
and  that  the  druggist  had  to  shut  his  shop  at  10  p.m.,  and 
also  close  it  all  day  on  Sunday.    The  word  "spirit"  was 
struck  out  of  the  licence  granted  in  Edinburgh,  where  the 
question  had  been  already  discussed.    Mr.  Alexander  said 
that  in  Ayr  they  granted  the  licence  and  allowed  the  chemist 
to  open  on  Sundays.    Mr.  James  Brunton,  who  presided, 
said  he  did  not  think  the  court  had  power  to  modify  the 
grocer's  licence  so  as  to  grant  what  was  wanted  in  this 
case.    He  expressed  sympathy  with  Mr.  Alexander,  who 
withdrew  his  application  on  the  understanding  that  it 
would  be  again  considered  at  the  April  Court. 

Glasgow  and  District. 
Mr.  Shearer  has  opened  up  a  drug  store  at  315,  Hope- 
Street,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  D.  Moir,  of  Shawland's  Cross,  is  opening  up  a  branch 
pharmacy  in  the  Giffnock  district. 

Messrs.  Thos.  Spears  &  Co.  (Lim.),  of  27  Great  Western, 
Road,  have  enlarged  their  pre'mises  by  taking  in  the  ad- 
joining shop. 

A  company  is  being  formed  in  Greenock  to  take  over 
existing  chemical-works  in  the  town,  into  which  new  and  up- 
to-date  machinery  is  to  be  introduced. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry.  President  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists' 
Trade  Association,  is  to  open  the  session  of  the  Glasgow 
Pharmaceutical  Association  with  an  address  on  Novem^ 
ber  14.  This  is  a  happy  arrangement,  in  view  of  rumours 
of  dissension  between  East  and  West. 

Dr.  Alexander  Shields,  B.Sc,  who  died  on  October  22 
after  a  paralytic  seizure,  was  in  practice  in  Glasgow  and 
London  as  a  specialist  in  nervous  diseases.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  pharmacy  with  Messrs.  Simpson  &  Co., 
chemists,  New  City  Road,  Glasgow,  before  studying 
medicine  at  Glasgow  University. 

Aberdeen  and  the  North. 

There  is  to  be  opened  shortly  another  pharmacy  in 
Commerce  Street,  Elgin. 

Business  is  not  good  in  Aberdeen,  and  rumours  of  sales 
and  shops  to  be  shut  up  are  rife  in  the  town. 

The  Northern  Co-operative  Society  are  opening  another 
branch  pharmacy  at  Loch  Street,  Aberdeen. 

A  chemist  who  lately  opened  a  new  shop  in  Inverness 
has  mysteriously  disappeared  to  foreign  parts  after  locking 
up  his  shop. 

Aberdeen  pharmacy  students  are  not  at  all  pleased  at  the 
Executive  removing  the  seat  of  examination  from  Aber- 
deen to  Inverurie. 

Mr.  Urquhart  has  sold  his  new  pharmacy  in  Union  Street,. 
Aberdeen,  to  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Gordon's  Drug-stores,  George 
Street. 

Mr.  James  F.  Tocher.  Ph.C,  Peterhead,  attended  the 
launch  of  a  steam  trawler  at  Aberdeen  last  week,  and  at  a 
cake  and  wine  banquet,  which  followed,  proposed  the  toast 
of  "  The  Ladies." 

Mr.  A.  L.  Wood,  chemist,  Stonehaven,  playing  in  the 
summer  winners  medal  competition  of  the  Stonehaven  Golf 
Club,  has  beaten  his  own  and  all  previous  records  with  a  ' 


G76 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  2,  1907 


6Core  of  sixty-eight.  The  previous  record  was  seventy- 
three,  held  by  himself. 

His  many  friends  in  Aberdeen  were  delighted  to  hear, 
through  the  pages  of  the  C.  <b  D.,  that  Mr.  James  Clark, 
Ph.C,  had  gained  the  silver  medal  of  the  London  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association.  Mr.  Clark  is  an  ex-President  of 
the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Mr.  William  Maitland,  D.Sc,  who  has  recently  been 
appointed  Lecturer  in  Chemistry  to  the  London  County 
Council,  Paddington,  Technical  Institute,  is  a  native  of 
Aberdeenshire.  He  graduated  as  B.Sc.  at  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versity in  1900.  On  being  elected  a  Carnegie  Fellow,  Dr. 
Maitland  continued  his  research  work  at  Leipsic,  Breslau, 
Carlsruhe,  and  Paris.    He  graduated  as  D.Sc.  this  year. 

The  four  assistants  who  were  summoned  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act  last  week  were  defended  by  their  employers.  Mr. 
Bruce  is  an  ex-president  of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  Mr.  Giles  is  a  member  of  the  North  British 
Branch  Executive  and  President  of  the  local  committee  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  as  well  as  ex-presi- 
dent of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association,  of  which 
Mr.  Reid  is  secretary,  as  well  as  local  secretary  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  and  divisional  secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  last-named  has  resigned  his 
positions  as  Divisional  Secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  Secretary  of  the  local  committee  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference.  A  meeting  of  Aberdeen 
chemists  is  to  be  held  on  Friday,  November  1,  to  consider 
the  action  of  the  Society  in  the  matter.  The  meeting  is  being 
called  by  the  executive  of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  Following  are  a  few  of  the  things  that  Aber- 
deen chemists  are  saying  about  the  cases  : 

That,  considering  the  chemists  of  Aberdeen  supported  the 

new  by-laws,  the  Society  might  have  gone  elsewhere  for 

victims. 

That  if  Mr.  Cowie  comes  back  to  Aberdeen  on  a  similar 
errand  he  will  be  received  with  open  arms. 

That  an  official  of  the  Society  who  was  in  Aberdeen  on  the 
day  of  the  prosecutions  had  a  hot  time  of  it. 

That  the  Society's  treatment  of  its  Divisional  Secretary  is, 
to  put  it  mildly,  very  inconsiderate. 

That  if  the  four  chemists  withdraw  from  the  Society  for 
four  years  they  will  have  their  own  back  with  interest. 

That  some  of  them  will. 

That  a  chemist,  on  being  informed  that  the  actions  were  at 
the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  declined  to 
believe  it  until  he  saw  it  reported  in  the  newspapers,  and 
even  then  he  thought  there  must  be  some  mistake. 

That  the  Society,  never  particularly  strong  in  Aberdeen, 
will  be  weaker  than  ever. 

That  it  may  have  an  adverse  effect  locally  on  the  B.P.C., 
which  would  be  unfortunate. 

Edinburgh. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing's  first  important  duty  as  Chairman  of 
the  Edinburgh  Merchant  Company  was  to  entertain  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  M.P.,  on  the  occasion  of  his  admission  to 
the  Company. 

The  visit  of  Mr.J.  R.  Young,  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  to  Edinburgh  last  week  was  unexpected, 
and  far  too  short.  Mr.  Young  left  while  the  after-meeting 
luncheon  was  proceeding,  and  before  all  his  fellow-members 
had  got  hold  of  his  ear. 

Mr.  George  Lunan,  F.C.S.,  as  Chairman  of  the  North 
British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  one  of 
the  guests  of  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council 
of  the  city,  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  to  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  on 
October  30. 

The  half-yearly  report  of  the  St.  Cuthbert's  Co-operative 
Association,  Ltd.,  shows  the  turnover  and  net  profits  of  the 
drug  departments  to  have  been  as  follows  : 

Sales  Net  profit 

Bread  Street   £1.425   3   6  £462  13  6^ 

Tynecastle    806    5    9£  258    5  0 

Hamilton  Place    513    8    9|  119  13  8i 

West  Nicholson  Street    ...      581  18   6|  130  10  ll| 


Total   £3,326  16   7^-        £971   3  2£ 

In  addition  there  is  a  drug  department  at  Lochrin  Place, 
which  showed  a  profit  of  1531.  12s.  Id. 

Mrs.  Lucia  Caird,  15  Royston  Terrace,  Edinburgh, 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Caird,  traveller  to  Messrs. 


J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  has  started  an  action  against  the 
North  of  Scotland  and  Orkney  and  Shetland  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Co.,  Aberdeen,  for  1.000Z.  damages  in  respect  of  her 
husband's  death.  Mr.  Caird  and  other  passengers  by  a 
steamer  which  was  to  leave  Lerwick  at  6  p.m.  had  to  wait 
until  9  p.m.  Then  they  missed  it,  but  by  taking  a  small  boat 
they  intercepted  the  steamer.  When  Mr.  Caird  was 
attempting  to  go  on  board  by  the  rope  ladder  he  was 
dragged  on  board  in  such  a  manner  that  two  of  his  ribs 
were  broken.    He  died  in  Wick  ten  days  later. 

The  Sale  of  Easton's  Syrup. 
A  conference  of  registered  chemists  from  all  parts  of  Scot- 
land was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  the  afternoon 
of  Friday,  October  25,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Edinburgh 
District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  and  the  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  to  obtain  the  views 
of  the  trade  as  to  the  method  to  be  adopted  in  the  sale  of 
Easton's  syrup  and  similar  preparations,  with  a  view  to 
securing  uniformity.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Chairman  of  the 
Glasgow  Association,  presided  over  a  meeting  numbering 
over  sixty  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland,  Secretary 
of  the  Edinburgh  Association,  was  appointed  clerk.  A  full 
and  interesting  discussion  took  place  in  private,  in  which  a 
great  many  points  were  raised,  and  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion  was  expressed.  Ultimately  the  meeting  unanimously 
adopted  the  following  resolution,  and  Mr.  Rowland  was  in- 
structed to  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  secretary  of  each  local 
association  in  Scotland,  and  also  to  members  : 

Inasmuch  as  the  provisions  of  Section  17  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868,  and  Section  3  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1869,  clearly  show  that  their  requirements  are 
not  limited  to  medicines  prescribed  by  a  duly  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  prevalent 
custom  of  entering  sales  of  Easton's  syrup  and  similar  pre- 
parations in  the  prescription-book  or  other  book  kept  for 
the  purpose  is  founded  upon  a  correct  interpretation  of  the 
provisions  of  these  sections,  this  meeting  earnestly  recom- 
mends, in  the  interests  of  uniformity,  the  universal  adoption 
of  this  practice,  except  in  such  cases  as  circumstances  suggest 
the  use  of  discretionary  powers. 

Mcleb  mews. 

Agricultural  Chemistry. 
The  Glamorgan  County  Council  have  arranged  for  a  short 
course  of  lectures  and  practical  work  in  the  elementary 
principles  of  agricultural  chemistry  to  be  given  at  the 
University  College,  Cardiff,  from  November  4  to  Decem- 
ber 14,  under  the  direction  of  Principal  Griffiths,  F.R.S. 
The  number  to  be  admitted  will  be  limited  and  instruction 
will  be  given  free  of  charge. 

For  Municipal  Honours. 
Several  chemists  in  South  Wales  have  been  nominated 
for  election  as  town  councillors — namely,  Mr.  Jabez  A. 
Jones,  Cardiff;  Mr.  W.  Sambrook,  Monmouth;  and  Mr. 
Walker  Lloyd,  Carmarthen.  Two  mineral-water  manu- 
facturers, Mr.  J.  H.  Mathias,  Cardigan,  and  Mr.  George 
Thomas.  Tenby,  have  also  been  nominated. 

Taming  the  Tom-cat. 
The  other  day  Mr.  J.  A.  Rees,  chemist,  of  Cardiff,  re- 
ceived the  following  postcard  : 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  do  anything  to  a  little  torn  cat,  three 
or  four  months  old,  to  make  him  quiet  and  domesticated. 
If  so,  if  you  would  kindly  send  your  boy  round  when  con- 
venient I  would  pay  him  for  his  trouble.    Please  mention 

your  charge  if  the  boy  comes,  and  oblige  . 

Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Rees  did  not  prescribe. 

Tuberculous  Meat. 
Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones,  in  his  address  to  the  electors  of  the 
ward  which  he  has  represented  for  the  last  three  years  in 
the  Cardiff  City  Council,  directs  attention  to  the  growing 
mortality  among  children,  a  result  which,  according  to  the 
findings  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  'i  uberculosis,  _  is 
directly  traceable  to  the  use  of  animal  products  containing 
disease-germs.  In  this  connection  the  "  South  Wales 
Daily  News"  recalls  the  incessant  efforts  made  by  Mr. 
Jones,  as  a  member  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  stamp  out 
of  existence  the  trade  in  tainted  meat,  and  says  this  is  the 
kind  of  service  that  should  appeal  strongly  to  wage-earners, 
and  that  Mr.  Jones  should  be  re-elected. 
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jfrencb  1Hews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Mushroom  Exhibition  has  been  organised  at  the 
Museum  (Jardin  des  Plantes)  by  M.  Mangin,  director  of 
the  cryptogamic  laboratory.  The  specimens  are  arranged 
in  methodical  order  ;  but  the  edible  and  poisonous  nature  of 
the  specimens  is  indicated  by  the  colour  of  the  labels, 
ranging  from  white  to  dark  brown. 

The  Latest  Convert  to  pasteurism  is  the  Abbe  Maumus, 
Chaplain  of  the  Pasteur  Hospital.  This  worthy  Gascon 
priest,  in  the  intervals  of  his  ministrations  to  the  patients 
.(with  whom  he  is  an  especial  favourite),  has  followed  the 
classes  of  Dr.  Roux  and  others  with  such  intelligence  and 
perseverance  that  he  has  been  deputed  to  study  the  hema- 
tology and  histology  of  the  patients. 

Transmutation. — M.  Lapparent  this  week  communicated 
to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  an  account  of  some  astonishing 
■experiments  which  he  stated  have  been  carried  out 
by  Professor  Bordas.  The  Professor  has  discovered 
that  by  placing  pieces  of  corundum  side  by  side  with  frag- 
ments of  radium  for  a  month  the  former  are  transformed 
into  stones  indistinguishable  from  real  emeralds,  sapphires 
.and  topazes.  It  is  not  stated  whether  the  transformed 
■stones  have  stood  optical  tests. 

Are  the  Dead  Languages  Useless? — A  good  story  is 
going  the  rounds  of  a  French  proprietor  who  found  his 
woods  unduly  invaded  by  nutters.  After  consulting  a 
competent  authority,  he  had  a  notice-board  placed  in  a 
conspicuous  spot  with  this  inscription  :  "  Caution — All 
persons  trespassing  do  so  at  their  own  risk.  The  Corylus 
avellana  abounds  here  and  other  equally  venomous  snakes." 
Since  then  his  hazel  nuts  [Corylus  avellana  in  the  musical 
language  of  Virgil)  have  had  rest.  Not  a  person  ventured — 
■so  runs  the  story — into  the  wood's  shady  haunts. 

Opotherapy. — The  preparation  of  antidysenteric  serum 
•at  the  Pasteur  Institute,  Paris,  has  been  officially  autho- 
rised, also  of  tuberculine  for  medical  use  at  the  Paris  and 
Lille  Institutes.  These  may  be  either  sold  or  distributed 
gratuitously.  M.  Herisson,  chemist,  1  rue  Lavoisier, 
Paris,  has  been  authorised  to  prepare  for  injection  sub- 
stances of  animal  origin — orchitine,  ovarine,  myeline,  and 
■cerebrine.  No  antiseptic  may  be  added.  The  annual  origin, 
the  organs  employed,  the  quantity  of  fresh  organs  repre- 
sented by  1  c.c.  of  each  product  must  be  stated.  If  the 
official  authorisation  is  mentioned  on  labels  or  other  printed 
matter,  it  must  be  followed  by  the  words  "  This  authorisa- 
tion is  not  a  guarantee  of  the  efficacy  of  the  product." 

Historical. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Academy  des 
Inscriptions  and  Belles-Lettres  M.  Salomon  Reinach,  the 
eminent  antiquary,  read  a  paper  on  the  epidemic  mentioned 
:in  Livy  (chap,  viii.,  18)  as  having  been  caused  by  Roman 
matrons  concocting  poisonous  drugs.  Some,  compelled  to 
drink  the  mixture,  died  on  the  spot;  their  accomplices  were 
executed.  M.  Reinach  thinks  this  was  simply  one  of  those 
".sorcery"  trials  so  frequent  during  the  Middle  Ages, 
with  a  poison  ordeal.  At  the  same  sitting  M.  Emile  Riviere 
presented  to  the  Academy  the  first  chapter  of  his  "  History 
of  Medicine  and  its  Practitioners  in  Paris  during  the  Six- 
teenth Century,"  citing  some  curious  facts,  among  others 
contracts  accepted  for  curing  certain  diseases  at  a  fixed 
price. 

The  New  Postal  Tariff  on  foreign  letters  contains  some 
curious  anomalies.  For  instance,  while  an  ounce  letter 
posted  from  England  to  France  will  now  cost  but  2±d.,  the 
same  letter  posted  from  France  to  England  demands  a  40c. 
>(4rf.)  stamp.  A  2-oz.  letter  from  London  to  Paris  will  cost 
5d.,  from  Paris  to  London  Id.  The  reason  of  this  is  that 
we  in  France  retain  the  home  unit  of  £  oz.  for  our  tariff, 
arnd  calculate  the  first  ^  oz.  at  2\d.  and  the  additional  ^  ozs. 
at  l^d.  each,  while  England  makes  the  unit  the  whole  ounce. 
While  one  cannot  but  approve  the  efforts  made  to  reduce 
»the  rates  of  international  postage,  it  should  be  borne  in 
■mind  (especially  by  English  travellers  abroad)  that  each 
■country  is  now  "a  law  unto  itself";  the  old  universal 
■uniformity  of  the  Postal  Union  has  been  broken  in  upon 
iby  the  new  tariffs. 


Hustralasian  IRews, 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug- trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  cbtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


The  Commonwealth. 

Proprietary  Medicines. — Sir  William  Lyne  has  in- 
formed the  newspapers  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  a  short  Bill  supplementary  to  the 
Commerce  Act  to  give  greater  powers  of  control  over  the 
importation  of  patent  medicines.  It  will  enable  the 
Minister  of  Customs  directly,  and  without  any  loophole 
for  equivocation,  to  insist  upon  the  labels  of  the  bottles 
of  all  imported  medicines  bearing  such  indications  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  contents  as  the  Minister  may  deem  neces- 
sary. The  Crown  Law  Officers  have  advised  that  such  a 
Bill  is  necessary  to  remove  all  possibility  of  disputes  which 
might  arise  if  action  of  this  kind  were  taken  under  the 
Commerce  Act.    [See  Editorial  Notes.] 

Beale's  Report. — The  Government  has  not  finally  de- 
cided what  it  will  do  with  reference  to  the  circulation  of 
Mr.  Beale's  report.  It  was  originally  proposed  to  appoint 
a  small  Committee,  to  be  presided  over  by  Dr.  C.  Salmon, 
M.P.,  to  revise  the  report  and  issue  a  condensation  which 
should  be  shorn  of  more  plain-spoken  illustrations  and 
examples.  This  may  eventually  be  done.  After  all,  it  is 
considered  desirable  that  the  main  facts  Mr.  Beale  brought 
to  light  should  become  public  property.  Dr.  Salmon  has 
accumulated  some  startling  information  which  fully  bears 
out  Mr.  Beale's  conclusions. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Australia  in  September,  the  Public  Ques- 
tions Committee  reported  that — 
in  view  of  the  recent  report  of  the  Commission  with  regard 
to  patent  medicines,  it  is  incumbent  upon  our  church  to 
utter  a  solemn  warning  against  the  sale  and  use  of  such  of 
them  as  are  intended  to  prevent  the  birth  of  children. 
[Reference  was  then  made  to  this  part  of  the  report.] 
The  subject  was  fully  discussed,  chiefly  in  relation  to  the 
latter  part,  and  the  Rev.  George  Davidson,  M.A.  (for- 
merly of  Hawick,  N.B.),  suggested  inquiry  rather  than 
immediate  action,  but  ultimately  the  following  deliverance 
was  carried  unanimously  : 

The  Assembly  warns  the  members  and  adherents  of  tho 
church  against  the  use  of  patent  medicines  and  appliances 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  birth  of  children,  and 
points  out  the  serious  sin  such  a  practice  is  in  the  sight  of 
God,  and,  with  this  view,  authorises  the  Moderator  to  issue 
a  pastoral  on  the  subject,  and  further  urges  legislation  to 
curb  this  evil. 

Customs  Decisions. — It  appears  on  analysis  that 
certain  importations  of  malt  extract  have  been  found  to 
contain  stout  and  porter.  This  has  led  to  the  issue  of  an 
explanatory  memorandum  embodying  a  decision  of  the 
Minister  of  Customs  under  the  Commerce  Act.  This  states 
that  analysis  shows  that  the  liquor  is  not  a  malt  extract 
in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  of  the  nature  of  a  "  stout  or 
porter,"  and  containing  11.08  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  The 
application  of  the  term  "malt  extract"  on  articles  such 
as  above  without  any  qualification  is  a  misdescription.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  insert  on  the  labels  a  true  description 
of  the  goods — viz.,  "  beer  "  or  "  stout  "  as  the  case  requires, 
in  conjunction  with  the  term  "  malt  extract."  The  country 
of  origin  must,  of  course,  also  be  stated.  The  import-duty 
on  cream  of  tartar  of  foreign  make  is  5  per  cent.,  while 
British  make  is  free  of  duty.  It  is  well  known,  however, 
that  Great  Britain  manufactures  practically  no  cream  of 
tartar  whatever,  but  as  large  quantities  are  shipped  direct 
from  London,  importers  would  like  to  regard  it  as  a  British 
produce.  The  Minister  of  Customs  has  therefore  just 
given  a  decision  in  regard  to  Crook's  cream  of  tartar,  on 
which  it  was  alleged  no  duty  should  be  charged.  This  was 
described  on  the  invoice  as  "  Produce  of  France,  prepared 
in  Great  Britain  for  export  to  Australia,"  and  the  Minister 
upheld  it  as  dutiable  at  5  per  cent. 

The  New  Tariff. — The  Excise  duty  of  5?.  per  lb.  on 
saccharine  has  been  postponed.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives reached  item  52  of  the  new  tariff  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  29 
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(there  are  444  in  the  list).  The  duty  on  confectionery 
n.e.i.  was  fixed  at  3d.  per  lb.,  and  2{d.  for  British  goods, 
being  enforced  from  October  30  (this  is  %d.  and  Id.  less  than 
the  proposal;  see  C.  <£•  D.,  August  17,  p.  303).  The  other 
items  under  "  Confectionery"  were  agreed  to  as  proposed, 
including  l^d.  per  lb.  on  cocoa-butter  (l^d.  for  British). 
The  liquorice  and  its  extract  duties  were  also  agreed  to,  not 
being  free;  crude,  crude  paste,  and  block  juice  Id.  per  lb., 
and  other  kinds  Qd.    Egg  albumen  is  to  pay  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

New  Zealand. 

The  Pure  Food  Bill  was  transmitted  to  the  Legislative 
Council  on  August  29,  and  passed  the  third  reading  on 
September  18.  Several  slight  alterations  have  been  made 
in  Committee.  It  is  to  be  known  as  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1907,  not  the  Pure  Food  Act.  The  definition 
of  "drug"  formerly  stood  as  follows:  "Includes  medi- 
cine whether  for  internal  or  external  use."  This  was,  on 
the  motion  of  the  Attorney-General,  changed  to  :  "  Any 
substance  or  mixture  of  substances  used  by  man  as  a  medi- 
cine, whether  internally  or  externally,  and  includes  anaes- 
thetics."   This  was  adopted. 

The  New  Zealand  Tariff  has  passed  through  Committee 
with  but  few  alterations.    The  Colonial  Treasurer  (Sir  J. 
G.  Ward),  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  from  the 
Committee,  mentioned  that  all  the  alterations  are  included 
in  a  paragraph  of  about  twenty  lines.     Those  affecting 
pharmacists  include  cocoa  butter  (no  longer  free)  and 
farinaceous  foods  for  infants  and  invalids  (now  free).  As 
some  medicated  foods  cannot  be  distinguished  from  foods 
used  for  infants,  and  as  there  is  great  necessity  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  child-life  in  every  possible  way,  it 
was  intended  when  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House  upon 
the  Bill  to  include  medicated  foods  in  the  free  list.    All  the 
different  infant-foods  could  not  be  named,  and  to  meet 
fairly  all  who  import  infant-foods  into  New  Zealand  all 
medicated  foods  would  be  put  on  the  free  list.    Aniline  dyes 
also  have  been  taken  from  the  preferential  list.    As  to  pro- 
prietary articles  and  medicinal  preparations,  by  Clause  19 —  j 
whenever  an  article  is  imported  which  bears  a  proprietary 
name  or  which  has  a  composition  which  is  not  clearly  dis- 
closed on  the  label  of  the  package,  and  it  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Collector,  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  duty  payable  to  have  such  article  analysed,  the  fee  for 
such  analysis  shall  be  such  as  the  Minister  of  Customs  may 
direct,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  importer. 

The  Minister  of  Customs  may  classify  any  medicinal  pre- 
paration or  any  preparation  claimed  to  be  a  medicinal  pre- 
paration under  any  other  heading  of  the  tariff,  if  in  his 
judgment  such  preparation  is  fit  for  use  or  can  be  easily 
rendered  fit  for  use  as  a  beverage,  flavouring-essence,  toilet- 
preparation,  perfumed  spirit,  or  as  an  article  or  spirituous 
ingredient  in  an  article  subject  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than 
a  medicinal  preparation. 

In  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  of  certain  words 
in  the  Tariff,  the  Minister,  by  Clause  22,  is  given  the  power 
to  determine  finally  such  doubts  in  the  manner  that  appears 
to  him  just.  The  words  concerning  which  such  power  is 
given  include  the  following  : 

Medicinal  preparations  containing  more  than  50  per  cent, 
of  proof  spirit  and  also  containing  50  per  cent,  of  proof 
spirit  or  less  ;  saccharin  not  otherwise  enumerated,  including 
substances  of  a  like  nature  or  use;  chemicals  and  chemical 
preparations  not  otherwise  enumerated ;  disinfectants ; 
sheep-drenches;  surgical  and  dental  instruments;  ap- 
pliances peculiarly  adapted  to  correct  a  deformity  of  the 
human  body  ;  bottles,  empty,  plain  stone,  plain  glass  ;  jars, 
plain  glass,  plain  earthen  jars;  plain  unornamental  stoppers 
of  every  description  for  bottles,  jars,  and  casks;  soda-water 
machines  for  aerating  liquids. 

Queensland. 

Cinnabar  Discovery. — It  was  recently  stated  that  a 
discovery  of  cinnabar  (sulphide  of  mercury)  had  been  made 
on  the  property  of  the  St.  George  Copper  and  Coal  Co. 
mines,  North  Queensland.  The  manager  of  the  mine  now 
reports  that  the  mine  has  so  far  developed  that  he  can  send 
away  an  unlimited  amount  of  cinnabar  ore  for  treatment. 

The  British  Consul  at  Malaga  reports  that  an  increased 
demand  is  perceptible  for  steatite  (French  chalk),  of  which 
there  are  mines  being  worked  by  a  British  firm  within  a  few 
miles  of  Malaga.  The  mineral  is  being  exported  both  in 
powder  and  the  unground  state. 


3ntna  anfc  the  lEast. 

(From  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Three  Professors  of  Chemistry,  on  a  monthly  stipend 
of  1001.  each,  are  to  be  added  to  the  Roorkee  Engineering 
College. 

Personal. — Mr.  Ch.  Boehringer — the  senior  partner  in 
the  well-known  firm  of  Ch.  &  A.  Boehringer,  of  Colombo 
(corresponding  house,  C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Soehne,  Mann- 
heim)— has  returned  to  Colombo  after  an  absence  of  three 
years. 

The  Verdict  on  samples  of  Indian  turpentine  that  have 
been  sent  to  the  Imperial  Institute  for  examination  and 
report  is  awaited  in  Calcutta  commercial  circles  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  interest,  the  possibilities  the  subject 
will  offer  for  investment  of  capital  in  exploiting  the  industry 
in  India  being  the  principal  theme. 

Ceylon  Cardamom  Cess. — The  imposition  of  an  export- 
duty  of  1  cent  per  lb.  on  cardamoms  authorised  in  1905  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  consumption  abroad,  has  now 
expired.  During  the  first  year  the  collections  amounted  to 
Rs.  9,953,  and  it  is  thought  the  sum  of  about  Rs.  20,000  will 
now  be  available  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  free  samples 
in  likely  markets. 

Mr.  David  Hooper,  of  the  Economic  Products  Section. 
Indian  Museum,  is  the  recipient  of  congratulations  and  kinci 
notices  (writes  a  Calcutta  cor- 
respondent) from  every  section 
of  the  Press  on  the  award  to 
him  of  the  Hanbury  medal.  Mr. 
Hooper's  1906-7  report  on  the 
industrial  section  of  the  Indian 
Museum  has  recently  been 
issued.  It  shows  that  in  the 
course  of  the  year  305  specimens 
of  material  were  examined  in 
the  laboratory,  and  some  details 
are  given  of  the  more  impor- 
tant results.  Besides  natural 
products  other  articles  like  inks 
and  wood  vinegar  are  included 
in  the  analyses.  During  the 
year  eight  monographs  on  pro- 
ducts examined  were  published, 
and  most  of  them  have  been 
dealt  with  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  The 

report  also  deals  with  the  additions  to  and  rearrangement' 
of  the  museum. 

Cheap  Soap  and  Perfumery  in  Ceylon. — The  Ceylon 
j  Customs  Administration  Report  for  1906  states  that  toilet 
\  soap  is  an  article  in  which  German  makers  are  competing 
with  success,  the  imports  from  that  country  having  in- 
j  creased  from  Rs.  22.000  in  1905  to  Rs.  25.000  in  1906.  Dur- 
ing the  same  period  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  rose 
from  Rs.  212,000  to  Rs.  217,000,  and  though  this  increase  is 
proportionately  less  than  that  of  Germany,  it  must  be  noted 
that  the  United  Kingdom  sends  to  Ceylon  84  per  cent,  of 
the  toilet  soap  imported.  Ten  years  ago  Rs.  189,000  worth 
(toilet  and  bar)  was  imported,  while  in  1906  the  total  value 
amounted  to  Rs.  423.000.  The  demand  is  largely  for  cheap 
scented  soap,  and  of  this  the  Germans  make  a  speciality. 
There  is  probably  no  trade  in  which  there  have  been  so 
many  cases  of  infringement  of  trade-marks  as  the  soap 
business.  Many  of  the  foreign  soaps  are  put  on  the  market 
in  a  manner  almost  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the  best 
English  makes.  Practically  the  same  remarks  apply  to- 
perfumery,  the  imports  of  which  from  Great  Britain- 
during  the  last  ten  years  have  remained  stationary, 
while  those  from  Germany  rose  from  Rs.  18,000  in  1905  to 
Rs.  51,000  in  1906.  Germany's  trade  is  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  cheapest  scents,  which  are  in  great  demand  ra- 
the villages  and  interior. 

The  Good  ihing. — "  Wo  take  pleasure  in  enclosing  re- 
mittance for  10s.  herewith,"  write  a  firm  of  chemists  (204/40) 
in  the  British  West  Indies,  "  for  which  please  send  regularly 
the  '  good  thing  '  for  another  year."  No  chemist  needs  to  b© 
told  what  the  "good  thing"  is;  another  name  'or  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  is  "  The  Best." 


Me.  David  Hooper. 
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Soutb  Hftlcan  IRcvvs. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  isregulaiiy  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society- 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Natal. 

Making  Aerated  Waters. — Mr.  T.  W.  Dukes,  chemirt 
■and  optician,  of  Vryheid,  has  purchased  the  steam  aerated 
water  plant  of  Mr.  Thomas  Oegg,  of  Vryheid. 

The  Stamp  Act. — The  proposed  legislation  in  regard  to 
stamp's  and  licences  is  still  agitating  business  communities 
on  Natal.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Vryheid  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce held  last  month,  items  of  the  proposed  schedule  were 
discussed  seriatim,  exceptions  being  taken  to  many  and 
alterations  suggested.  With  regard  to  the  clause  relating 
to  chemists,  the  Chairman  of  the  Chamber,  .Mr.  T.  W. 
Dukes,  chemist,  Vryheid,  dealt  fully  with  it,  with  the 
result  that  it  was  decided  that  the  increase  proposed  was 
fair  if  chemists  were  protected  from  the  present  compe- 
tition from  storekeepers  and  dispensing'  doctors.  It  was 
resolved  to  recommend  that  the  sale  of  drugs,  including 
patent,  Dutch,  and  homoeopathic  medicines,  be  entirely  con- 
fined to  chemists. 

Transvaal. 

The  Opium-trick. — One  of  the  latest  artifices  for  the 
smuggling  of  opium  was  exposed  at  Johannesburg  last 
month.  A  Chinese  coolie,  carrying  a  neatly  wrapped  brown- 
paper  parcel,  was  arrested  in  Fox  Street  because  he  had  no 
passport.  At  the  police  station  the  coolie  quietly  dropped 
the  parcel  on  the  floor,  but  his  action  was  observed  by  the 
officers  in  charge,  who  on  opening  the  bundle  found  a 
gingerbread  cake  and  a  pineapple.  A  closer  investigation 
showed  that  the  inside  of  the  pineapple  had  been  scooped 
out,  and  inside  the  shell  three  boxes  of  opium  were  tucked 
away.  An  examination  of  the  gingerbread  revealed  four 
more  boxes  of  opium  in  its  hollow  interior. 

Opium-smuggling. — A  quantity  of  opium  was  stolen  very 
cleverly  from  the  Kazcrne  on  September  27.  The  consign- 
ment was  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Petersen  &  Co.,  wholesale 
chemists  and  druggists,  President  Street,  Johannesburg. 
The  official  in  the  yard,  it  seems,  was  handed  a  typewritten 
order  by  a  trolley  driver,  and  as  there  was  no  suspicious 
circumstance,  the  consignment  was  handed  over.  The  order 
that  was  presented  bore  a  rubber-ttamp  impression,  pur- 
porting to  be  that  of  the  clearing  agents,  and  also  bore  the 
signature — or  a  facsimile,  rather — of  a  prominent  member 
of  the  firm.  There  was  nothing  on  the  order  suggestive  of 
anything  wrong,  and  the  opium  was  handed  over  without 
demur.  The  police  are  looking  for  it  now. — The  conductor 
on  a  train  from  Delagoa  Bay  found  in  the  lavatories  of  two 
different  carriages  concealed  behind  the  stands  of  the  wash- 
hand  basins  two  boxes  of  opium.  A  watch  was  set  to  catch 
the  smuggler,  but  noone  went  to  claim  the  opium  when  the 
train  arrived.  It  was  suspected  that  the  attempt  to  remove 
the  stuff  would  be  made  during  the  night  while  the  train 
was  in  the  sheds  at  Braamfontein,  and  two  detectives  were 
posted  to  watch.  One  of  the  boxes  was  actually  removed 
without  the  detectives  being  aware  of  it ;  the  other  re- 
mained untouched. — Samuel  Slacks,  a  Johannesburg  store- 
keeper, was  fined  15/.,  with  the  option  of  six  weeks'  hard 
Sabour,  for  selling  opium  to  two  Chinese  coolies. 


The  exports  of  galangal  from  Kiungchow  during-  1906 
amounted  to  17,260  cwt.,  against  13.118  cwt.  in  1905,  the 
average  for  the  five  years  1902-6  being  19,153  cwt. 

Among  the  imports  into  Algeria  in  1906  wove  2,153  tons 
(60,000/.)  sulphate  of  copper  (principally  from  U.K.  and 
Spain)  ;  carbonate  of  soda,  2,976  tons  (8,560/.)  ;  perfumery, 
valued  at  27,680/.  (from  France).  The  exports  included 
■chemical  products,  valued  at  80.480/.,  and  7,877  tons  of  olive 
oil  (to  France),  valued  at  299,360/. 


(Scrman  iWcws. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


The  German  Pharmacy  Bill. — Some  light  has  at  last 
been  shed  on  the  remarkable  change  of  front  shown  by  the 
committee  of  the  Apotheker  Verein  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing regarding  the  proposed  new  Pharmacy  Bill.  Dr.  Salz- 
mann,  the  President,  has  explained  why  the  committee  so 
suddenly,  in  spite  of  the  previous  unanimous  opposition, 
accepted  the  terms  of  the  Bill.  "  An  energetic  opposition,  ' 
he  said,  "  might  have  caused  the  Bill  to  be  withdrawn,  but 
that  would  have  proved  of  no  good  to  the  profession,  there- 
fore the  committee  in  the  second  part  of  its  motion  accepted 
a  state  of  affairs  with  which  it  does  not,  however,  agree, 
and  cannot  sanction  in  principle,  but  which  offers  the  pro- 
fession for  some  time  endurable  and  peaceful  conditions." 

The  Social  Democratic  Party  is  keeping  the  pot  boiling 
with  regard  to  the  pharmaceutical  problem.  Among  the 
Bills  laid  before  the  Hessian  Parliament  is  one  emanating 
from  that  party  demanding  the  nationalisation  of  all  the 
pharmacies  in  the  Grand  Duchy.  In  that  State  there  are 
124  apotheken ;  four  may  be  sold  without  restriction, 
ninety-seven  are  saleable  concessions,  in  which  the  State, 
however,  has  certain  rights,  and  ten  are  personal  conces- 
sions. The  remaining  thirteen  constitute  a  new  departure 
peculiar  to  Hessen,  being  communal  pharmacies.  On  the 
necessity  arising  for  the  opening  of  a  new  pharmacy,  the 
Government  does  not  bestow  the  concession  by  competition 
to  an  apotheker,  but  to  the  tnunicipality  itself,  the  local 
authority  in  turn  leasing  to  an  apotheker,  and  the  rent 
going  to  the  relief  of  the  rates.  The  Hessian  Government 
has  calculated  that  it  would  require  one  million  pounds 
(1,000,000/.)  to  re-purchase  the  one  hundred  odd  saleable 
pharmacies,  and  so  far  the  Government  does  not  seem  to 
think  that  this  outlay  would  be  justified.  Nationalisation 
of  pharmacies  in  Germany,  however,  is  causing  quite  a 
mild  form  of  excitement,  and  if  it  did  not  cost  so  much  it 
would  certainly  come  to  pass.  On  the  whole,  the  pharmacy 
question  may  be  said  to  be  proving  a  great  nuisance  to  the 
Governments.  The  competition  of  the  druggists,  coupled 
with  a  rapidly  decreasing  and  much  cheaper  form  of  pre- 
scribing by  the  doctors,  is  gradually  undermining  not  only 
the  profits,  but  the  credit  of  the  German  apotheker. 

What  is  a  "Remedy"? — This  question,  which  has  been 
agitating  Government,  apotheker.  and  druggist  in  Ger- 
many, seems  as  far  from  solution  as  ever.  Numerous 
lawsuits  instituted  against  druggists  for  transgressing 
the  Imperial  regulations  concerning  the  sale  of  medica- 
ments outside  the  apotheke  and  against  the  "Secret 
Remedy  Law "  revolve  upon  individual  interpretations 
of  this  term.  Different  law  courts  come  to  diametrically 
opposed  conclusions  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  same 
article,  and  this  has  occurred  in  several  instances  during 
the  last  two  years.  Four  different  German  courts  of  law 
decided  that  Scott's  emulsion  came  under  the  heading  of 
an  article  of  food,  and  as  such  it  is  to  be  sold  by  a  drug- 
gist. One  Judge  (at  Wiesbaden),  however,  held  that  it  was 
a  "  remedy, "  and  consequently  could  only  be  sold  by 
apothekers.  Three  times  has  rhubarb-wine  been  pro- 
claimed in  Berlin  free  for  sale  by  druggists;  but 
in  Hamburg  the  druggist  who  ventures  to  do  so  is  a  delin- 
quent, for  there  it  is  a  "remedy."  The  same  applies  to 
compound  liquorice-powder  and  hamiatogen.  Boric  oint- 
ment, hazeline  cream,  zinc  ointment,  and  white  precipitate 
ointment  are  not  generally  looked  upon  as  "  cosmetics  "  ;  but 
the  German  public  demand  them  from  the  druggist  as  such, 
and  that  the  druggist  has  rightly  gauged  the  intention  of 
the  public  has  been  proved  by  legal  verdicts.  Another 
point  which  has  even  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  that  in  recent  proceedings  taken  against  druggists 
for  transgressing  these  laws  the  experts  retained  by  the 
druggists  have  scored  over  those  representing  the  interests 
of  the  apotheker.  So  to  protect  the  latter  the  Prussian 
Minister  for  Medical  Matters  has  issued  a  decree  enjoin- 
ing upon  the  inspectors  of  druggists'  shops  that  they  should 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  literature  and  judicial 
decisions,  also  the  composition  and  ingredients  of  remedies 
in  question. 


680 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  2,  1907 


Xcoal  "Reports. 


Trade  Law. 

Offer  of  Settlement  ot  Account — In  the  King's  Bench 
Division  on  October  28,  Mr.  Justice  Walton  had  before  him  an 
action  raised  by  Hugh  Wallace  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (in  liquidation) 
against  the  Surrey  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  recover  1,1851.  10s., 
balance  of  an  account  of  1,213/.  for  gopds  sold  and  delivered. 
There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  amount  due,  but  the  defendant 
company  set  up  a  letter  of  August  7,  1907,  as  containing  a 
contract  to  accept  payment  of  the  debt  as  to  15s.  in  the  pound 
in  cash  instalments  of  5/.  a  week,  thus  extending  the  time  of 
payment  over  three  years,  and,  as  to  the  remaining  5s.  in  the 
pound,  in  debentures  of  the  defendant  company.  His  Lord- 
ship held  that  the  letter  did  not  constitute  an  absolute  contract, 
but  merely  expressed  a  disposition  to  accept  such  terms  on 
the  solicitors  of  the  parties  agreeing  upon  the  details.  Judg- 
ment was,  therefore,  given  for  the  amount  claimed,  with  costs. 

Advertising  m  H  *tel  Guides.— A  cj.se  illustrative  ot  the 
necessity  of  all  traders  exercising  care  and  caution  before 
signing  novel  advertisement  contracts  was  decided  by  Mr. 
Justice  Phillimore  and  Mr.  Justice  Walton,  sitting  as  a 
Divisional  Court,  on  Friday,  October  25.  A  retail  trader  of 
Sandown,  _  Isle  of  Wight,  named  Cantello,  was  induced  to 
advertise  in  an  hotel  tariff  and  guide  and  sign  a  four-years' 
contract  on  the  basis  of  a  contract  the  publishers  of  the  guide 
had  entered  into  with  the  proprietor  of  the  Ocean  Hotel,  San- 
down, to  distribute  among  his  visitors  750  copies  of  the  guide 
per  year  in  consideration  of  a  free  advertisement.  There  was, 
however,  a  change  in  the  proprietorship  of  the  hotel,  and  the 
now  proprietor  repudiated  the  contract  signed  by  his  pre- 
decessor, and  refused  to  distribute  the  copies  of  the  guide. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  proprietors  of  the  guide  sued  Can- 
tello in  the  Westminster  County  Court  under  their  contract 
with  him,  and,  failing  to  obtain  a  verdict  there,  appealed  to 
the  Divisional  Court,  and  succeeded,  their  Lordships  holding 
that  the  plaintiffs  contracted  only  with  the  then  existing  hotel 
proprietor  to  distribute  copies  of  the  guide,  and  not  with  all 
and  sundry  possible  future  proprietors. 

High  Court  Cases. 

Pomade  Hongroise  Case. 
Lord  Guthrie,  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on 
Friday,  October  25,  in  respect  that  the  complainers  aban- 
doned their  action,  dismissed  the  note  of  suspension  and 
interdict  by  the  County  Chemical  Company,  Ltd.,  Excel- 
sior Works,  Birmingham,  against  Robert  Suttie,  manufac- 
turing chemist,  Cambuslang,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
Pomade  Hongroise  in  a  particular  manner,  as  already 
reported  in  the  C.  <£■  D. 

More  Soap  Trust  Actions. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  October  30,  Lord 
Guthrie  granted  a  fortnight's  delay  for  adjustment 'of  the 
record  in  actions  at  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Ogston  & 
Tennant,  Ltd.,  soap-manufacturers,  Aberdeen  and  Glasgow 
against  the  Associated  Newspapers,  Ltd.,  Carmelite  House,' 
London,  and  the  "Daily  Record,"  Ltd.,  Glasgow.  It  is 
understood  that  these  are  actions  for  damages  for  alleged 
slander,  and  that  the  amount  claimed  in  each  case  is 
25,000/. 

The  Chemists'  Bequests. 
In  November,  1905,  the  will  was  proved  of  Mr.  John 
Eyton  Williams,  formerly  a  chemist  and  druggist,  Chester. 
Mr.  Williams  had  made  a  fortune  of  nearly  35,000/., 
and  of  this  he  bequeathed  10,000/.  to  the  two  Welsh  Uni- 
versities on  condition  that  religious  tests  should  be  applied 
to  all  entrants.  Under  their  charters  neither  college  could 
apply  a  religious  test  to  students,  but  the  Universities 
contended  that  the  will  only  should  be  admitted  to  pro- 
bate, the  other  document  referring  to  the  conditions  in 
law  forming  no  part  of  the  will.  The  President  of  the 
Probate  Division  held,  however,  that  the  document  re- 
ferred to  was  incorporated  in  the  will  and  granted  probate 
accordingly.  The  Universities  appealed,  and  on  October  30 
the  Court  of  Appeal  (consisting  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
Lord  Justice  Fletcher  Moulton  and  Lord  Justice  Farwell) 
upheld  the  appeal  and  reverted  the  President's  decision. 

Pagoda  Trade-mark. 
In  the  Chancery  Division,  before  Mr.  Justice  Parker,  on 
October  25,  Mr.  Sebastian,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Joseph 
Crosfield  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  soap  and  chemicals 
of  Warrington,  moved  for  an  order  for  the  rectification  of 
trade-marks  by  the  removal  from  the  register  of  trade-mark 


No.  35,956  of  Class  47 — viz.,  a  pagoda  for  soap,  registered 
in  the  name  of  the  respondents,  Messrs.  C.  E.  Taylor  &  Co., 
of  Leeds.  Counsel  said  he  based  his  application  on  the 
ground  of  non-user.  The  respondents  had  had  his  evidence 
for  three  months  and  had  made  no  attempt  to  answer  it. 
His  Lordship  directed  the  motion  to  stand  over  for  the 
attendance  of  respondents'  counsel. 

On  October  26  the  matter  again  came  before  his  Lordship. 
Mr.  Sebastian  said  applicants  had  been  using  a  pagoda  mark 
for  various  descriptions  of  common  and  perfumed  soaps- 
for  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  It  was  brought  to  their 
notice  that  they  had  omitted  to  register  it,  and  when  they 
applied  for  registration  they  found  respondents'  mark  in 
the  way.  They  made  inquiries  and  discovered  that  it  was 
registered  by  a  firm  of  grocers  who  had  never  used  it  and 
had  sold  it  to  the  respondents. 

Mr.  Cartmell,  for  the  respondents,  did  not  accept  that. 
His  instructions  were  that  the  original  firm  used  the  mark 
perfectly  properly  in  connection  with  soap,  but  the  dif- 
ficulty had  arisen  since  they  sold  it  to  the  respondents, 
there  having  really  been  no  business  in  connection  with 
which  soap  was  sold. 

Mr.  Sebastian  said  they  had  now  agreed  that  the  mark 
should  be  taken  off  Class  47  in  respect  of  soap  and  other 
laundry  preparations  of  a  saponaceous  character  and  that 
would  satisfy  the  applicants.  Of  course  they  must  have- 
the  costs. 

Mr.  Cartmell  said  the  mark  was  also  registered  in  Class  48 
for  perfumed  soaps,  and  respondents  would  consent  to  that 
being  removed  if  applicants  would  meet  them  in  the  mattes 
of  costs. 

Mr.  Sebastian  said  he  could  not  do  that,  and  probably  the- 
respondents  would  find  another  application  made  againsl) 
them  in  respect  of  Class  48. 

His  Lordship  made  the  order  agreed  upon  and  said  notice- 
must  be  given  to  the  Controller  of  the  order. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Aberdeen  Assistants  Fined. 
At  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  on  October  24,  before- 
Interim  Sheriff-Substitute  Irvine,  Alexander  Maclver, 
assistant  to  Mr.  A.  L.  Bruce,  chemist,  Millburn  Street; 
McAllan  Ledingham,  assistant  to  Mr.  Wm.  Reid,  chemist, 
Holburn  Street;  Andrew  Milne,  assistant  to  Mr.  Hugh  M. 
Dugan,  chemist,  Holburn  Street;  and  Henry  Wilson, 
assistant  to  Mr.  Wm.  Giles,  chemist,  Crown  Street, 
Aberdeen,  were  charged  with  contravening  Sections  1  and1 
15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  selling  poisons,  they  not  being 
registered  under  the  Act.  Mr.  A.  C.  Morison,  advocate; 
appeared  for  the  prosecutor  (Mr.  Richard  Bremridge,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  and  Mr.  Alexander. 
Blacklaw,  solicitor,  defended.  The  offences  were  admitted. 
As  all  the  cases  were  similar  it  was  agreed  that  only  one- 
of  the  indictments  should  be  read.  The  Clerk  of  the  Court 
then  read  the  indictment  of  Mr.  Mclver,  which  set  fortli 
that  on  September  14.  1907.  he  sold  laudanum  (tincture  of 
opium)  to  Tod  Tunnah,  and  morphine  and  chloroform  (as 
Collis  Browne's  chlorodyne)  to  Donald  McLean,  whereby 
he  became  liable  to  a  penalty  of  51. 

In  addressing  the  Court  for  the  accused  Mr.  Blacklaw 
said  : 

What  I  have  to  say  applies  to  all  the  accused,  who  ara 
unqualified  assistants  in  the  establishments  of  certain 
chemists  whose  businesses  are  what  I  may  call  one-man- 
businesses — that   is,    the   proprietor   alone    is  qualified. 
Naturally  he  had  to  leave  his  shop  at  meal-times  and  on» 
other  necessary  occasions,  and  it  was  during  these  occasions- 
that  these  offences  were  committed.     The  poisons  are  not 
of  a  very  virulent  order,  and  on  putting  the  question  to  the- 
accused  if  they  would  have  sold  a  deadly  poison  they 
replied  "No."     Of  course,  I  admit  that  'laudanum  and' 
chlorodyne  are  poisons,  just  in  the  same  way  as  alcohol  is, 
if  you  take  a  sufficient  quantity.    But  I  mean  that  those  in 
question  are  common  drugs,  and  the  accused  assure  me  they 
would  not  have  sold  a  deadly  drug.    I  understand  the  two 
offences  were  committed  practically  at  the  same  time,  and' 
the  prosecutor  is  willing  to  consider  them  in  the  matter 
of  penalty  as  one  offence.    I  understand  also  that  this  Act' 
of  1868  has  not  been  enforced  very  rigorously — that  is,  in  the- 
way  of  hunting  for  cases  of  contravention  ;  but  the  Society 
has  been  moved  to  greater  activity  by  a  complaint  which  has- 
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<foeen  made  to  it  by  the  authorities  in  consequence  of 
certain  things  which  have  happened.  In  these  circum- 
stances, I  apprehend  the  object  of  this  prosecution  is  to 
make  an  example,  and  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  consider 
ithat  all  purposes  are  served  by  imposing  a  moderate 
penalty. 

The  Sheriff  :  There  is  a  point  that  strikes  me.  I  see  the 
second  charge  is  for  selling  a  patent  medicine  which  I 
suppose  would  be  done  up  in  bottles — chlorodyne — so  that 
■I  suppose  the  poison  just  happens  to  be  an  ingredient  in  it? 

Mr.  Blacklaw  :  Poison  happens  to  be  an  ingredient  in  that 
•preparation  ;  it  is  not  mixed  in  the  shop. 

Mr.  Morison  :  There  are  at  least  five  fatal  doses  in  a 
•small  bottle  (produced). 

The  Sheriff  :  One  sees  it  is  not  mixed  up  in  the  shop. 

Mr.  Morison  :  Quite. 

Mr.  Blacklaw  :  Neither  is  laudanum;  you  just  measure 
out  the  quantity  asked ;  there  is  no  dispensing. 

The  Sheriff  :  No ;  but  you  may  give  a  man  something 
■else. 

Mr.  Blacklaw  :  But  the  bottle  is  duly  marked  "  Tincture 
•of  opium,"  I  understand.  Of  course,  my  Lord,  the  most 
qualified  chemist  in  the  world,  if  he  did  not  look  at  the 
'•bottle,  might  sell  anything.  He  must  look  at  the  bottle 
to  see  if  it  is  tincture  of  opium  or  whatever  it  is. 

Mr.  Morison  :  The  circumstances  under  which  these 
prosecutions  have  been  brought  are  these  :  In  the  month  of 
July  last  a  woman  died  from  poison.  In  the  course  of  the 
inquiry  which  followed  upon  her  death,  the  allegation  was 
■made  first  that  this  was  poison  which  had  been  sold  to  her 
'by  an  unqualified  assistant.  Now  I  am  not  saying  whether 
that  is  true  or  not,  but  that  allegation  was  made,  and,  further, 
in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  conducted  by  the  Procurator- 
Fiscal  the  allegation  was  made  that  it  was  a  practice  in 
Aberdeen  among  certain  chemists  to  allow  unqualified 
assistants  to  sell  poisons  in  the  absence  of  a  qualified  man, 
either  the  owner  or  another.  This  information  having  got 
to  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Lord  Advocate  requested  the 
Fiscal  to  put  the  matter  before  the  Registrar  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  with  instructions  to  him  to  see  that  he 
performed  his  duty — namely,  to  see  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  were  observed.  That  is  the  reason  for  the  inquiries 
which  were  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Registrar  and  for 
these  prosecutions.  Now,  in  each  of  the  cases  it  is  just  as 
my  friend  has  said,  a  case  where  there  is  no  qualified 
assistant  employed,  but  in  each  case  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  poison  was  sold  without  inquiry,  without  observa- 
tion, without  remark,  by  the  unqualified  assistant.  I  am 
also  bound  to  say  that  in  each  case,  while  the  poison  may 
not  be  of  the  most  virulent  kind,  the  small  bottles  now 
before  you  each  contains  about  five  fatal  doses  for  a  normal 
adult.  A  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  has  laid  it  down 
that  the  actual  hand  that  passes  the  goods  over  the  counter 
is  the  seller,  and  is  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  Act, 
assuming  that  the  owner  or  other  qualified  person  is  not 
present  at  the  time,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  this  prosecu- 
tion is  directed  against  each  of  the  four  accused  here  to-day. 

The  Sheriff  :  Will  you  give  me  the  reference  to  the 
decision  ? 

Mr.  Blacklaw  :  I  have  taken  no  objection ;  I  have 
admitted  liability. 

Mr.  Morison  :  The  case  is  Bremridge  v.  Wheeldon,  House 
of  Lords,  1890.  [This  was  not  in  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court,  before 
Baron  Pollock  and  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins. — Ed.]  That  is 
an  English  case,  followed  by  the  Scottish  Supreme  Court  in 
Bremridge  v.  Tomlinson  in  1904. 

The  Sheriff  :  One  can  see  that  the  chemist  who  runs  the 
shop  may  be  the  man  who  truly  is  responsible. 

Mr.  Morison  :  I  can  see  that ;  but  the  Registrar  is  bound  to 
direct  his  prosecution  against  the  actual  seller.  These  prose- 
cutions are  not  unknown  in  Aberdeen.  The  last  took  place  in 
1902,  and  it  was  presented  in  exactly  similar  circumstances 
as  those  presented  to-day.  On  that  occasion  a  penalty  of 
11.  was  imposed,  together  with  11.  5s.  6d.  of  costs.  Now  I 
am  directed  to  say  with  regard  to  the  matter  of  penalty  that, 
the  prosecution  not  having  been  sufficient  to  stop  the  prac- 
tice, the  Registrar  feels  that,  while  he  does  not  press  for  the 
full  penalty,  he  must  ask  for  a  somewhat  larger  penalty 
than  was  imposed  on  that  occasion.  But  my  friend  is  right 
when  he  says  that  though  there  are  two  offences  charged 


here,  the  Registrar  regards  them  as  practically  one  and  does 
not  ask  for  two  full  penalties  to  be  imposed.  Of  course, 
whatever  penalty  is  imposed  must  be  divided  into  two.  The 
offences  were  committed  at  practically  the  same  time— that 
is  to  say,  within  five  minutes  of  each  other. 

The  Sheriff  :  The  two  offences  are  quite  distinct  and  must 
be  dealt  with  separately.  Addressing  Mclver,  his  Lord- 
ship said  :  You  have  pleaded  guilty  to  two  distinct  offences 
which  are  set  forth  in  this  indictment.  The  sale  of  poisons 
by  unqualified  persons  is  undoubtedly  a  serious  danger  lo 
the  public.  It  is  stated  that  this  practice  is  unfortunately 
not  uncommon  in  Aberdeen,  and  it  is  a  practice  against 
which  the  public  must  be  protected.  I  have  given  full 
effect  to  what  has  been  so  well  said  on  your  behalf  by  Mr. 
Blacklaw,  but  in  the  whole  circumstances  I  cannot  impose  a 
less  penalty  than  11.  for  each  of  the  two  offences,  with 
21s.  6d.  of  expenses. 

Similar  penalties  were  imposed  in  the  other  three  cases 
and  were  paid  at  the  Bar  by  the  employers. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Act. 

A  Groom  Fined. 
At  Ilkeston  on  October  24,  Fred  Griffin,  who  is  a  groom 
employed  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  Sandiacre,  was  sum- 
moned by  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  for 
acting  as  a  veterinary  surgeon  without  being  qualified 
Defendant,  who  attended  two  horses,  one  of  which  died, 
was  fined  11.,  and  21.  lis.  6d.  costs. 


Merchandise=marks  Acts. 

What  is  Burgundy? 
The  case  against  Mr.  George  Henry  Goldsworthy,  chemist 
and  druggist,  192  Fulham  Road,  S.W.,  for  selling  "Key- 
stone Bur-gundy"  as  "Burgundy"  (C.  <£•  D.,  October  12, 
p.  569,  and  October  19,  p.  607),  was  concluded  at  the  West 
London  Police  Court  on  October  25. 

On  the  resumption  of  the  hearing  Mr.  A.  M.  Bramall 
(who  prosecuted  for  the  Wine  and  Spirit  Association) 
announced  that,  after  obtaining  from  Messrs.  Stephen 
Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  a  written  undertaking  that  in  future 
every  bottle  of  Keystone  Burgundy  should  bear  on  its  label 
— in  lettering  equal  to  the  word  "Burgundy" — some 
printed  indication  of  the  country  of  origin,  the  Association 
felt  that  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  prosecution  was 
attained,  and  that  it  would  be  waste  of  time  and  money  to 
pursue  the  matter  further  for  the  sake  of  what  would  be 
merely  a  technical  triumph.  He  therefore  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  the  summons. 

Mr.  Sebastian,  barrister-at-law,  said  that  it  never  had 
occurred  to  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  during  the  eight 
years  in  which  this  wine  had  been  on  the  market  that  there 
was  anything  wrong  about  the  description — Keystone  Bur- 
gundy— nor  had  they  received  any  complaint  from  any  of 
their  customers.  They  had  given  the  undertaking  with  the 
utmost  willingness. 

Mr.  Lane,  K.C.  (Magistrate),  remarked  that  the  arrange- 
ment seemed  an  excellent  one,  and  he  allowed  the  summons 
to  be  withdrawn. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Royston  Petty  Sessions  on  October  23,  Thomas  Good- 
man, trading  as  flagger  &  Co.,  grocers,  etc.,  Royston,  was 
fined  6d.,  and  9s.  6d.  costs,  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
which  Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  of  St.  Albans  (the  public  analyst), 
certified  to  be  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  to  the  extent  of 
90  per  cent.  Defendant's  contention  was  that  he  told  the 
inspector  who  made  the  purchase  that  the  sweet  nitre  had 
been  in  stock  for  some  years,  and  that  he  was  afraid  it  was 
"not  up  to  much."  It  was  argued  that,  in  consequence, 
the  sale  was  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  The 
Chairman  said  the  Bench  did  not  think  it  a  serious  matter. 


County  Court  Cases. 

The  Showcase. 
At  Greenwich  County  Court  last  week,  a  Brockley  builder 
named  Best  claimed  91.  10$.  from  Theophilus  Morgan  Davis, 
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chemist  and  druggist,  of  24  Lewisham  High  Road,  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  showcase,  which  it  appeared  was  made 
and  delivered  in  1901.  Pleading  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions, defendant  alleged  that  the  case  was  not  as  tight 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  said  that  he  had  complained 
about  it  from  the  first. 

The  Judge,  however,  held  that  the  contract  had  been  ful- 
filled, and  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

Insurance  under  Leases. 
Judge  Bishop,  of  the  Llanelly  County  Court,  has  given  a 
reserved  judgment  in  the  case  in  which  the  executors  of  the 
late  Mr.  Gwilym  Evans,  Ph.C,  were  concerned  with  the 
Llanelly  Mutual  Plate  Glass  Insurance  Co.  Mr.  Evans  had 
taken  a  lease  of  business  premises  in  the  town,  and  cove- 
nanted to  insure  the  premises  and  the  plate-glass  window. 
This  was  done  until  1906,  when  the  executors  disposed  of 
the  lease,  and  it  was  assumed  that  the  covenant  of  insurance 
was  transferred  to  the  sub-lessee  (Mr.  Evan  James),  but 
this  his  honour  decided  is  not  the  case.  Mr.  Evans  had 
undertaken  to  insure  for  the  term  of  the  lease  (fourteen 
years),  and  the  executors  were  not  released  by  their  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  James.  Leave  to  appeal  was  emphatically 
refused. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failure*. 


Be  Swainton  Harrison,  29  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  trading  as 
S.  Harrison  &  Co.,  Colonial  Broker.— This  bankrupt  failed  in 
December  1905,  with  probable  debts  3.987/.  17s.  2d.  and  no 
realisable  assets.  He  applied  on  Thursday  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  for  his  discharge,  but  it  was  suspended  for 
a  further  period  of  two  years  and  six  months". 

Jlc  Herbert  G.  Hunt,  St.  Kilda's  Road,  Stoke  Newington, 
Chemist.— This  debtor  should  have  attended  at  the  Edmonton 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  28  to  be  examined  with  regard 
to  his  affairs,  but  he  did  not  put  in  an  appearance.  He  had 
not  submitted  a  statement  of  affairs,  and  the  Official  Receiver 
said  that  he  did  not  expect  him  to  answer  to  his  name.  The 
Registrar  adjourned  the  examination  sine  die. 

Re  Henry  Warwick  Gyde,  21  Great  Winchester  Street  and 
119  London  Wall,  E.C.,  Financier.— At  the  first  meeting  of 
creditors,  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  29, 
the  Official  Receiver  reported  that  debtor  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Darby  &  Co.,  who  had  promoted  various  public 
companies.  Among  the  latest  was  the  London  and  Hull  Soap- 
works.  Ltd.  The  firm  purchased  freehold  works  in  Hull  from 
Messrs.  Harrison  &  Walker,  the  petitioning  creditors,  for 
8,7507.,  payable  as  to  250/.  in  cash  and  the  balance  by  way  of 
mortgage  on  the  property  on  the  understanding  that  the 
mortgage  was  to  be  transferred  to  the  company  when  formed. 
The  mortgage,  however,  was  never  transferred,  owing  to 
delay  by  solicitors  and  disputes  between  the  directors  of  the 
company.  Debtor  said  the  company  formed  to  take  over  the 
soap-works  had,  he  believed,  gone  into  liquidation  after 
having  carried  on  business  for  eighteen  months  and  obtained 
between  2,000  and  3,000  customers.  It  failed  through  want 
of  capital  and  quarrels  among  the  directors.  The  case  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up. 

He  Charles  Edward  Sage  (trading  as  the  Metropolitan 
College  of  Pharmacy),  162  Kennington  Park  Road,  S.E. — The 
public  examination  of  the  debtor  was  held  on  October  29,  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Linklater,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court. 
Particulars  of  the  case  appeared  in  our  last  issue.  The  debtor 
was  examined  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Grey,  Official  Receiver,  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  failure,  and  stated  that  it  was  due  to  loss  in- 
curred in  carrying  on  the  college  owing  to  the  falling-off  in 
the  number  of  students.  He  admitted  that  a  business  of  this 
kind  was  more  or  less  of  a  personal  nature,  and  that  no  one 
could  guarantee  that  the  number  of  students  would  be  kept 
up  from  term  to  term.  He  purchased  the  College  in  July  1906 
from  Mrs.  Watson  Will  and  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  the  executors 
of  the  late  Mr.  Watson  Will ;  the  purchase-price  was  agreed 
at  2r500/.,  of  which  900/.  was  paid  down  and  the  balance  was 
payable  by  annual  instalments  of  200/.  At  Christmas  he 
wrote  asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  purchase-money  on  the 
ground  that  the  business  was  a  failure,  but  nothing  came  of 
this,  and  in  September  last,  finding  he  could  not  make  it  pay, 
he  closed  the  school  and  filed  his  petition.  Questioned  by 
Mr.  Coleman  (  Tames  Mellor  &  Coleman),  who  appeared  for 
Mrs.  Watson  Will  as  the  universal  legatee  under  the  will  of 
her  late  husband  (her  co-executor  not  being  a  party  to  these 
proceedings)  the  debtor  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  he  had 
cause  of  complaint.  Mr.  Coleman  put  it  to  the  debtor  that 
the  amount  charged  for  the  goodwill  and  benefit  of  the  busi- 
ness'was  only  900/.  The  purchase-price  was  agreed  at  2,500/.. 
alnd  from  that  there  had  to  be  deducted,  in  order  to  arrive  at 


the  amount  charged  for  goodwill,  the  following  items — viz., 
200/.  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Lucas  leaving  the  school  and  setting 
up  in  opposition  ;  100/.  in  respect  of  certain  repairs  ;  1,000/. 
for  the  value  of  the  loose  plant  and  materials  on  the  premises  ; 
and  300/.  for  the  lease.  The  debtor  could  not  dispute  these 
items,  but,  in  reply  to  the  learned  Registrar,  said  he  still 
adhered  to  his  answer  in  the  preliminary  examination  that  the 
cause  of  his  insolvency  was  misrepresentation  as  to  the  value 
and  character  of  the  business.  Asked  whether  he  suggested 
that  Mr.  MacEwan  told  him  anything  that  was  other  than 
the  absolute  truth,  the  debtor  replied  that  he  made  no  such 
imputation,  but  there  was  some  discrepancy  between  the 
figures  relating  to  the  income  and  profits.  His  Honour  held 
that  he  should  not  permit  the  examination  to  be  the  means  of 
ventilating  any  dispute  that  might  exist  between  the  parties. 
Mr.  Coleman  accepted  his  Honour's  ruling,  stating  that  there 
was  no  ground  whatever  for  the  charges  which  had  been  made 
by  the  debtor  against  his  client,  and  which  had  appeared  in 
the  trade-papers.    The  examination  was  concluded. 


2)eeo9  of  arrangement 


Sligo  Soap-works  (Austin  Gallagher,  trading  as  above), 
John  Street,  Sligo,  Soap-manufacturers. — The  following  are 
creditors:  W.  &  G.  Baird,  Ltd.,  Belfast  (68/.  18s.);  Nelson  & 
Co.,  Belfast  (18s.)  ;  Charles  Tennant  &  Son,  Belfast 
(5/.  13s.  2d.);  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Belfast  (1/.  4s.  3d.); 
Salt  Union,  Ltd.,  Carrickfergus  (21.  6s.  6(7.);  William  Bros., 
Hounslow  (7s.  2d.)  ;  Blackwell,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  LiverpooS 
(1/.  12s.  6d.)  ;  Everett  &  Co.,  Liverpool  (10/.  10s.  4eZ.)  ;  Washing- 
ton Chemical  Co.,  Washington  Station  (1/.  12s.  6rZ.). 

Warrington,  John  Charles,  The  Strand,  Derby,  and  Mick- 
leover,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee,  John  M.  Nutt, 
Market  Place,  Derby,  accountant.  Dated,  October  16  ;  filed, 
October  23.  Liabilities  unsecured,  174/.  15s.  2d.  ;  estimated 
net  assets,  47/.  Deed  of  inspectorship  and  assignment  upon 
trust,  etc.,  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  7s.  bd.  in 
the  pound.  Debtor  to  pay  trustee  10s.  weekly.  The  following 
are  creditors  :  Wyleys.  Ltd.,  Coventry  (16/.) ;  J.  A.  Cope  (19/.) ; 
Clarke  &  Co.  (4/.);  W.  Campion  (9/.);  Gibbins  &  Co.  (4/.); 
G.  Bennett  (3/.) ;  J.  Riley  (3/.)  ;  E.  H.  Simpson  (3/.) ;  A.  Hardy 
(3/.) — all  of  Derby;  bankers'  claims  (85/.). 


C5a3ette. 

Partnership  Dissolved. 

Cheatle,  A.,  and  Cheatle,  S.  B.,  Norfolk  Institute  for  Trained 
Nurses,  Sheffield. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Parker,  George  Dines,  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Mansions, 
Marylebone  Road,  W.,  and  Cornwall  Road,  Waterloo 
Road,  S.E.,  medical  practitionei. 

Walsh,  John  Thomas,  Liscard,  Cheshire,  physician  and  sur- 
geon. 


1Rew  Companies  ano  Company  IBevvs, 

Amalgamated  Teeth  Manufacturers,  Ltd. — Capital  5,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
H.  Whitehead  at  New  Station  Street,  Leeds,  and  to  carry  ora 
the  business  of  makers  of  artificial  teeth,  etc.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are  :  M.  H.  Sykes,  41  Brewster  Gardens,  W.,  surgeon- 
dentist ;  H.  W.  Merrill,  Clitheroe,  manager;  J.  T.  Kayr 
Bacup,  dentist;  H.  J.  Kay,  Bury,  dentist;  D.  H.  Lonsdale, 
Burnley,  chemist's  manager;  J.  J.  Greenoff,  Rawtenstall, 
dentist's  manager;  and  T.  Ireland,  Barrow-in-Furness,, 
chemist's  manager.  Registered  office,  1  Gascoigne  Street, 
Leeds. 

Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  12,000/.,  in  1/.  shares 
(11,900  preference).  Objects:  To  acquire  the  businesses  of  a 
company  of  the  same  name  (registered  in  1897),  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  the  said  old  company  and  the  liquidator' 
thereof,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
manufacturers  and  refiners  of  and  dealers  in  drugs,  chemicals, 
oils,  soaps,  beverasres,  chemical  products,  toilet- requisites,  and 
photographic  appliances,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are: 
W.  Dawson,  clerk  ;  W.  H.  Ockenden,  secretary  ;  E.  F.  Tansley,, 
clerk;  W.  C.  Mears,  secretary;  F.  C.  Dainty,  Westcliff-on- 
Sea,  accountant;  C.  C.  Neilson,  4  Stone  Buildings.  Lincoln's 
Inn,  W.O.,  solicitor;  and  K.  Sullens,  clerk.  No  initial  public 
issue.  The  first  directors  are  not  named.  Oualificntio".  50 
shares.  [As  the  buildings  in  High  Holborn  where  the  busi- 
ness has  so  long  been  carried  on  have  been  sold,  the  regis- 
tered office  of  the  new  company  has  not  yet  been  settled,  nor 
have  the  directors  been  appointed.] 
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M.  Rogerson  &  Son,  Ltd.— Capital  1,500?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Darley  Street, 
Bradford,  as  "  M.  Rogerson  &  Son,"  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men, 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical  and  other 
preparations,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  B.  A.  Rogerson, 
Manningham,  Bradford,  chemist;  A.  E.  Rogerson,  Frizing- 
hall,  Bradford,  chemist's  assistant;  H.  W.  Rogerson,  Brad- 
ford, architect  and  surveyor;  O.  H.  Rogerson,  Fnzinghall, 
Bradford,  surgeon  ;  C.  M.  Rogerson,  Huddersfield,  surgeon  ; 
W.  Greaves,  Bradford,  solicitor;  and  J.  Greaves,  East  Mor- 
ton, Yorks.  solicitor.  No  initial  public  issue.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association.  The  first  directors  are  B.  A. 
Rogerson  and  A.  E.  Rogerson.  Registered  office,  8  Darley 
Street,  Bradford.  LWe  understand  that  this  conversion  being 
for  family  reasons  the  capital  is  nominal] 

Brtjnner  Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd.— The  directors  announce  an 
interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  30  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
ordinary  shares,  free  of  income-tax,  for  the  half-year  ended 
September  30  last. 

Borax  Consolidated,  Ltd.— The  directors  announce  an  in- 
terim dividend  of  5.?.  per  share,  less  income-tax,  in  respect  of 
the  quarter-year  ended  June  30  last,  being  at  the  rate  of  10  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordinary  shares. 

Electrolytic  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.— The  report  shows  a  net 
profit  for  the  year  ended  August  31  last  of  8,212/.,  and  2,127/. 
brought  forward  ma  kes  a  total  of  10,339/.  The  unsettled 
state  of  that  portion  of  the  chemical  trade  in  which  the 
company  engages  in  has  induced  the  directors  to  pay  only 
one  half-year's  preference  dividend,  absorbing  3,498?.,  leaving 
6.841/.  to  be  carried  forward.  The  increased  price  of  fuel  and 
abnormally  low  prices  for  products  are  mainly  responsible  for 
the  decreased  profits. 

A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd. — The  fifteenth  ordinary  general  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  London,  on  Octo- 
ber 30,  Mr.  Andrew  Pears  presiding.  The  Chairman  stated 
that  Mr.  Barrett  was  not  well  enough  to  be  present,  and  the 
secretary  (Mr.  Edward  Praill)  read  Mr.  Barrett's  statement, 
which  elaborated  the  report  of  the  directors,  particulars  of 
which  were  given  in  last  week's  issue  (p.  645).  The  report  and 
balance-sheet  were  unanimously  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the 
Chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Hollingsworth.  Mr. 
Hollingsworth  was  re-elected  a  director,  and  the  declaration 
;of  the  dividends  as  recommended  by  the  directors  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 


personalities. 


Mr.  W.  Yates,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  appointed 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Shaw  and  Crompton  Tradesmen's 
Association  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession. 

The  prizes  given  by  the  Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation at  the  Science  and  Technical  School  were  won  by 
Miss  Mary  E.  Wilson  (botany)  and  Mr.  Richard  P.  Cliff 
(chemistry). 

Mr.  E.  J.  Adcock,  of  Krugersdorp,  Transvaal,  arrived 
in  London  this  week  on  a  business  visit  until  the  end  of 
November.  Mr.  Adcock  reports  that  although  trade  is  still 
depressed  in  South  Africa,  the  prospects  for  the  future  are 

good. 

The  article  on  "  Successful  Advertising"  which  appeared 
in  the  "  Morning  Leader"  of  October  25  was  by  Mr.  A.  V. 
Baxter,  manager  of  the  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Warrington. 
Mr.  Baxter's  contribution  to  the  series  is  useful  reading  to 
all  business  men. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Davidson  has  been  elected  Master  of  the 
Spectacle  Makers'  Company  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
retiring  Master  (Lord  Burnham)  presented  a  loving  cup  to 
the  company  as  a  memento  of  his  term  of  office,  the  presenta- 
tion taking  place  at  a  banquet  held  at  De  Keyser's  Hotel  on 
Oct.  30.  Among  the  company  was  Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff, 
Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

Mr.  Horace  Davenport,  playing  in  the  autumn  meeting 
of  the  Home  Park  Golf  Club  at  Surbiton  on  October  24, 
won  the  prize  for  the  best  last  nine  holes,  with  a  return  of 
39-3  =  36.  Mr.  H.  M.  Davenport  went  round  in  seventy- 
two  strokes,  which  equalled  Mr.  George  Brann's  competi- 
tion record  for  the  course.  With  76  +  72  =  148,  Mr.  Daven- 
port secured  the  club  cup  for  the  best  aggregate  score  of  the 
spring  and  autumn  meetings. 

Mr.  Geo.  Inglis  Hudson,  of  Sydney,  N.S.W.  (pro- 
prietor of  Eumenthol  pastilles),  sailed  with  Mrs.  Hudson 
and  Miss  Hudson  by  the  Omra  on  November  1  for  Sydney. 
During  their  summer  sojourn  here  they  have  visited  many 
interesting  places  in  Great  Britain,  and  also  had  a  prolonged 


trip  on  the  Continent  as  far  as  Rome.  In  a  parting ^  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Hudson  he,  speaking  about  the  tantt, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  there  is  little  occasion  for  ex- 
porters bothering  about  it.  The  rate  at  which  it  is  pro- 
ceeding leads  him  to  believe  that  it  will  not  get  through. 

Mr.  David  Howard,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S^:  of  Stratford,  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  St.  Albans  Diocesan  Conference, 
which  was  in  session  at  Hitchin  on  October  oO  and  31 
Mr  Howard  is  a  member  of  the  Standing  Council  of  the 
Conference,  and  represents  his  diocese  in  the  House  ot 
Laymen.  In  speaking  upon  the  question  of  Clergy  Pensions 
it  was  evident  that  his  business  sagacity  and  mature  advice 
are  greatly  valued  by  his  brethren  of  the  Church  of 
England.  

Btrtbs. 

Rattray.— At  34  Whitehall  Road,  Aberdeen,  on  Octo- 
ber 28,  the  wife  of  David  S.  Rattray,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  a  daughter.  „ 

Wheatley.— At  Charnwood,  Kingsbury  Avenue  St. 
Albans,  on  October  23,  the  wife  of  Alfred  R.  Wheatley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 

flDaniaocs. 

Gibson— White.— At  Clifton  Parish  Church.  Bristol,  by 
the  Rev.  Canon  Head,  William  James  Gibson,  wholesale 
druggist,  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson.  Belfast  to  Edith  M. 
second  daughter  of  Mr.   J.    W.    White,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Warenham,  Bristol. 

Rees— Holm  wood.—  At  Castle  Street  Chapel,  London, 
on  October  21,  Samuel  Thomas  Rees,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Carmarthen,  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holm- 
wood,  of  Cadogan  Gardens,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Waugh— Begg.— At  24  Roseburn  Place,  Murrayfield, 
Edinburgh,  on  October  24,  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Bowie  B  O., 
Alexander  Waugh,  chemist,  Bearsden.  to  Elizabeth  Suther- 
land, second  daughter  of  the  late  John  Begg,  Pulteneytown, 
Wick.  

3)eati>5. 


Dexter.— At  Nottingham,  on  October  16.  Mr.  Bertie 
Dexter,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-four.  _ 

Forge.— At  Leicester,  recently,  Mr.  John  Forge,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  eighty-two.  r 

Gibson  —At  St.  Oswald's  Road,  Hexham,  on  October  24, 
Flora  Macdonald,  dearly-loved  daughter  of  Mr  John 
Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  three  years  and  seven 
months.  . 

Goddard.— At  30  First  Avenue,  Acton  Park,  W.,  recently, 
Mr  George  Edward  Goddard.  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mabb.— At  Patrington,  Hull,  recently,  Mr.  V\  llham  H. 
Mabb,  retired  chemist,  aged  ninety-three. 

Webster.— At  Ilkeston,  recently.  Mr.  George  Samuel 
Gothard  Webster,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty. 

information  wuanteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


11/58.    Present  proprietors  of  Cheltine  Diabetic  Flour. 
10/41.    What  is  the  formula  for  compound  styrax  pill 
or  capsule  ? 

191/30.  Actual  makers  of  thin  superior  glazed  Delph 
pots  for  ointments,  etc. 

8/29.  Address  of  wholesale  firm  who  sells  bromide  post- 
cards to  retail  at  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  100. 

10/42.  Can  anyone  say  if  there  is  a  small  machine  on 
the  market  for  making  thin  tubes  of  thick  paper? 

191/30.  Maker  of  a  wax  or  gum  depilatory.  It  is  used 
by  melting  the  substance  and  applying  to  the  skin.  On 
removing,  the  hair  conies  off  with  the  depilatory. 
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business  Cban^es. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being:  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  H.  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  at  95  Vicarage  Lane,  West  Ham,  E. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  have  opened  a  new  branch  at  the 
corner  of  Market  Street  and  Pebble  Lane,  Wellingborough. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Puetz,  photographic-material  dealer,  has 
removed  from  6  Savage  Gardens,  Tower  Hill,  E.C.,  to 
65  Long  Acre,  London,  W.C. 

Mr.  F.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  transferred 
his  business  from  12  Rathcoole  Parade  to  4  Millman  Terrace, 
Tottenham  Lane,  Hornsey,  N. 

Mr.  Arthur  Mortimer,  chemist  and  druggist,  from 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  of  Vere  Street,  W.,  has 
purchased  the  Woodlands  Pharmacy,  at  Woodlands  Road, 
Ilford,  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Callaway. 

Mr.  Leslie  Gabb,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  branch  retail  business  hitherto  carried  on  by  Mr.  J. 
Freeman  at  the  City  Road  Pharmacy,  Birmingham.  The 
veterinary  department  of  the  business  has  been  removed 
by  Mr.  Freeman  to  his  head  depot  at  Icknield  Street. 

Messrs.  T.  H.  Jenkins  &  Co.,  chemists,  are  enlarging 
their  premises  at  42  High  Street,  Stone,  and  while  altera- 
tions are  going  on  they  have  temporarily  removed  to 
35  High  Street.  The  enlargement  and  refitting  are  being 
carried  out  by  Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  of 
Birmingham. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Prichard,  chemist  and  druggist,  Abertil- 
lery,  has  taken  into  partnership  Mr.  Frank  H.  Davies, 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  his  Bargoed  branch,  and  in 
future  the  business  will  be  carried  on  as  Prichard  & 
Davies.  This  business  has  been  managed  by  Mr.  Davies 
since  its  establishment. 


Grace  Motes. 


White  Clove  Tooth-paste. — Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  & 
Sons,  7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C.,  are  putting 
on  the  market  a  new  tooth-paste  with  the  above  title.  The 
paste  is  white,  nicely  perfumed,  and  has  a  warm,  agreeable 
taste.  It  is  neatly  put  in  round  pots,  which  retail  at  6d. 
and  Is.,  and  bear  a  good  profit. 

Another  Limerick  Competition. — Messrs.  Philip 
Josephs  &  Sons  are  notifying  in  our  advertisement-pages 
this  week  a  competition  in  Limerick  lines  which  is  likely  to 
produce  sonic  poetic  strivings  among  chemists  all  over  the 
country.  The  prizes  offered  are  well  worth  having,  and 
competitors  should  not  delay  in  sending  in  their  efforts. 

"  Anaesthetics  Antient  and  Modern  "  is  the  title  of  a 
brochure  (80  pp.),  giving  an  historical  sketch  of  anaesthesia, 
which  has  been  published  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
&  Co.  It  is  illustrated  with  portraits  of  the  men  who 
played  a  part  in  the  introduction  of  anaesthetics,  and  with 
other  appropriate  plates,  while  the  essay  is  intensely  in- 
teresting. A  copy  of  it  can  be  obtained  by  any  of  our 
readers  on  application  to  the  firm. 

Irex  Tooth-powder. — The  Odol  Chemical  Co.,  59-63 
Park  Street,  London,  S.E.,  whose  new  and  attractive 
dentifrice — Irex  tooth-powder — we  commented  upon  re- 
cently, inform  us  that  with  every  initial  order  of  three 
dozen  Irex  flasks  one  complimentary  flask  is  included  for 
testing  purposes,  and  for  demonstrating  the  method  of 
using  the  powder  by  means  of  the  ingenious  stopper,  which 
keeps  the  flask  air-tight  and  automatically  delivers  just  suf- 
ficient for  one  time. 

Special  "  I  aline."- — Messrs.  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  64  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  inform  us  that  their 
special  "  Ialine  "  fluid  is  twelve  times  more  powerful  as  a 
bactericide  than  pure  carbolic  acid.  The  company  have 
issued  a  booklet  on  "Ialine"  and  other  disinfecting  com- 
pounds. It  contains  interesting  observations  on  the  methods 
of  testing  miscible  fluids  chemically,  and  gives  concise 


directions  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  company's  products, 
and  observations  by  Dr.  Samuel  Rideal,  F.I.C.,  on  the- 
germicidal  value  of  ordinary  "  Ialine  "  fluid. 

Kno-ska  is  the  name  of  a  new  skin-ointment  whichTs- 
being  advertised  as  an  eczema-cure  by  the  Kno-ska  Co., 
Boundary  Chambers,  Western  Road,  Brighton.  It  is  stated' 
to  have  been  prescribed  for  the  owner  by  a  leading  London' 
physician,  and  with  such  good  results  that  it  is  to  be  intro- 
duced to  a  wider  circle.  It  is  in  tubes,  and  the  price  is- 
protected  by  the  P.A.T.A.  method. 

Old  Dredge's  Annual,  which  has  been  published  for 
twenty-one  years  by  Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  95 
Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  is  in  preparation  for 
1908.  From  the  particulars  which  have  been  sent  us  the 
next  issue,  which  is  to  be  illustrated  with  original  Dickens' 
sketches,  promises  to  be  well  up  to  those  of  previous  years. 
A  charge  of  6d.  per  100  is  made  for  printing  the  name  of 
the  chemist  on  the  cover,  and  those  who  desire  to  use  this 
method  of  advertising  should  communicate  with  Messrs. 
Barclay  at  once.    Specimen  pages  can  be  obtained. 

Messrs.  W.  H.  Hobbs  &  Co.,  5  Trinity  Square,  Tower 
Hill,  London,  E.G.,  inform  us  that  the  oil  of  sandalwood1 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Lohr  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
October  26,  page  661,  was  distilled  by  Messrs.  Anton  Deppe- 
Sonne,  Hamburg.  In  some  of  the  copies  of  the  0.  <fc  D. 
the  type  was  disturbed ;  so  we  repeat  the  analytical! 
factors  of  the  oil  distilled  from  20,000  kilos,  of  the  best) 
East  Indian  wood  : 

d15  =  0  972,  alO)  =  +  19.25°,  santalol-content  =  96  per  cent, 
clearly  soluble  in  four  parts  of  70-per-eent.  alcohol  ;  sp.  gr. 
0  972. 

Messrs.  Croydon  &  Co.,  chemists,  Wigmore  Street, 
London,  W.,  have  recently  registered  the  design  of  the 
suspensory  bandage 
which  is  here  illus- 
trated. The  merit  of 
this  bandage  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  whole  of 
the  male  organs  can  be 
introduced  into  the 
bag,  and  the  bottom 
straps  go  round  the 
thighs,  giving  adequate 
support  without  dis- 
turbing the  comfort  of 
the  wearer.  It  may 
also  be  noticed  that 
the  buttoning  arrange- 
ments of  the  bag  are 
such  that  the  penis 
may  be  withdrawn  for 

micturition  without  touching  the  straps.  The  bandage  is 
well  made  in  various  cotton  and  silk  nettings,  and  we 
understand  that  it  is  used  by  many  military  and  hunting, 
men. 

Synthetic  Perfumes. — The  triumph  of  modern' 
chemistry  is  by  many  people  accorded  to  the  marvellous 
perfumes  that  have  been  synthetically  produced.  Those 
of  us  whose  recollection  goes  back  to  the  days  when  the- 
only  imitation  musk  known  was  the  product  obtained  by 
the  action  of  nitric  acid  on  oil  of  amber,  can  appreciate 
the  advances  that  have  been  made  by  organic  chemists  in 
the  direction  of  the  synthesis  of  perfumes.  This  thought 
is  suggested  by  the  receipt  of  a  price-list  and  sample  of 
artificial  musk  from  Mr.  W.  Mallmann,  Roermond,  Hol- 
land, who  specialises  in  synthetic  perfumes.  The  list  is 
an  interesting  one,  notes  on  the  uses  of  the  articles  being 
given,  and  the  various  perfume  products  are  quoted  by  the 
pound  and  quarter  pound  free  in  London.  In  regard  to- 
artificial  musk  there  are  two  varieties — ketone  and  xylol — - 
the  latter  being  the  cheaper,  selling  at  6.s.  to  7.5.  per  lb., 
according  to  quantity.  In  the  pure  state  the  xylol  musk 
is  overpowering,  but  if  a  small  crystal  is  rubbed  on  the- 
hand  a  fine  musk  odour  is  obtained.  It  is  easily  soluble 
in  acetone,  chloroform,  ethereal  oils,  and  less  freely  in 
alcohol  and  mineral  oils.  Those  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  recent  developments  in  this  direction  should 
write  to  Mr.  Mallmann  for  his  price-list  (a  penny  post  card 
is  needed  for  Holland). 
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Mr.  J.  L.  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Salford  Ionic  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  conse- 
crated on  October  26  by  Lord  Stanley,  the  P.G.M.  of 
the  East  Lancashire  province.  Bro.  Smith  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  three  Masonic  Lodges — Nos.  1773,  3025,  and 
3248. 

Worshipful  Brother  Francis  W.  Hooper,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Haslar,  was  on  October  24 
installed  as  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Lodge  of  Freemasons,  Gosport,  No.  1705.  Two  of  the 
officers  invested  with  collars  are  chemists,  and  the  ceremony 
was  attended  by  pharmaceutical  masons  from  Portsmouth 
and  Havant. 

There  was  a  gathering  of  over  two  hundred  Freemasons  in 
the  Trocadero  Restaurant  on  Saturday,  October  26,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  installation  of  Brother  Sigismund  Kutnow 
as  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Alexandra  Palace  Lodge, 
No.  1541.  The  installation  had  taken  place  in  the  after 
noon,  and  at  6.30  Brother  Kutnow  and  the  principal  officers 
of  the  Lodge  began  to  receive  the  guests.  The  Worshipful 
Master  was  supported  on  the  right  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Lock- 
wood,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Essex;  Viscount 
Doneraile,  S.G.W. ;  Sir  William  Treloar,  Bart.,  P.G.W. 
(Lord  Mayor  of  London) ;  Sir  J.  Dimsdale,  Bart,  P.G.W. ; 


Mr.  W.  Fraser,  Grand  Treasurer;  Sir  Alfred  Newton, 
P.G.D.;  Sir  Herbert  Marshall;  Mr.  C.  C.  Wakefield, 
P.A.G.D.C.  ;  and  on  the  left  were  Sir  Edward  Letchworth, 
Grand  Secretary;  the  Bishop  of  Barking,  P.G.C. ;  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Clifford  Probyn ;  Mr.  H.  Passmore  Edwards, 
S.G.D. ;  Sir  T.  Brook  Hitchings,  P.G.D. ;  Sir  A.  Trendell, 
P.A.G.D.C,  and  many  other  distinguished  Freemasons. 
Among  the  company  were  Mr.  G.  J.  E.  Woolley,  chemist, 
Leicester,  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Mudie,  secretary  of  Messrs. 
Hodder  &  Co.,  Bristol.  Many  letters,  telegrams,  and  cable- 
grams of  regret  were  announced,  including  letters  from 
Lord  Knollys  (secretary  to  the  King),  Lord  Athlumney,  Sir 
Walter  Vaughan  Morgan,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  Beerbohm  Tree. 


Cablegrams  had  also  come  from  Masons  in  the  United  States, 
Hungary,  and  elsewhere. 

After  the  banquet  and  the  loyal  toasts,  which  were  given 
from  the  chair,  the  company  had  an  excellent  musical  enter- 
tainment, but  the  speeches  were  so  brisk  that  the  music  was 
scarcely  required  to  give  the  proceedings  sparkle.  The 
speakers  included  Colonel  Lockwood,  who  responded  on 
behalf  of  the  Grand  Officers.  Mr.  Fraser  proposed  the 
toast  of  "The  Master,"  wishing  him  a  most  successful 
year  of  office  and  congratulating  him  on  having  so  many 
visitors.  In  his  reply,  the  Master  acknowledged  the  high 
compliment  which  had  been  paid  the  Lodge,  and  promised 
to  do  his  best  to  show  appreciation  of  it.  He  then  pro- 
posed "The  health  of  the  Installing  Master,"  to  which 
Sir  Edward  Letchworth  responded.  Next,  Mr.  Kutnow 
gave  the  toast  of  "The  Masonic  Charities,"  and  in  the. 
course  of  an  appealing  speech  said  he  desired  to  signalise  hia 
entry  into  the  year  of  office  by  subscribing  200  guineas  to. 
each  of  the  three  charities.  The  Lord  Mayor  (Sir  William 
Treloar)  was  called  upon  to  reply  to  the  toast  of  "The 
Visitors,"  and  made  a  happy  speech,  in  the  course  of  which, 
he  referred  to  what  the  Chairman  had  done  in  aid  of  his 
Cripple  Fund.  Altogether  the  proceedings  from  beginning- 
to  end  were  of  the  most  enjoyable  character,  and  Mr. 
Kutnow  received  many  congratulations  on  the  success  of,- 
his  inauguration. 


TWELVE  deaths  by  poison  have  taken  place  during  the- 
week,  three  being  misadventures.  One  of  the  misad- 
ventures was  caused  by  carbolic  acid,  it  having  been  mistaken, 
for  wine  by  a  Liverpool  steamer  cook  named  Davies. 
There  were  four  suicides  with  carbolic  acid — George  Ireland/ 
(49),  a  Longridge  labourer;  John  Williams  (60),  of  Fallow- 
field;  Alice  Worthington  (47),  of  Stockport;  and  Lucy- 
Dixon,  of  York. — Laudanum  in  overdose  caused  the  deaths 
of  Fanny  Knowles  (50),  of  West  Hartlepool,  and  of  Sarah 
McKeown,  of  Belfast. — John  Tertius  Kempson  (71), 
formerly  a  chemist  in  New  Zealand,  was  found  unconscious 
in  bed  with  a  bottle  which  had  contained  chlorodyne  by  his 
side.  He  subsequently  died  from  narcotic  poisoning. — Dr. 
Frank  Holden  (33),  of  Preston,  who  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  morphine  and  chloroform  for  insomnia,  accidentally 
took  an  overdose  of  morphine  and  died. — An  exceptionally 
large  dose  of  "a  sleeping  mixture"  caused  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  Gertrude  Rogers  (34),  of  Hornchurch. — The  body 
of  a  man  was  found  in  a  London  and  North- Western  train 
at  Mornington  Crescent  sidings,  London,  with  a  bottle 
labelled  "  Poison  "  by  his  side. — An  inquest  was  held  by  Mr. 
H.  D.  Wilson  at  Lancaster  County  Asylum,  on  October  25, 
respecting  the  death  of  Mary  Hilton  (56),  widow,  of 
Chorlton,  Manchester,  who  had  been  an  inmate  for  fourteen, 
months.  The  evidence  showed  that  Nurse  Armstrong  put 
two  tablespoon fuls  of  "  microbine  " — a  disinfectant  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  W.  &  F.  Walker,  Liverpool — into  a  jug 
and  placed  it  on  the  floor.  While  she  was  attending  to  some 
blinds  deceased  helped  herself  to  the  liquid.  She  became- 
unconscious  and  died  in  an  hour.  Joseph  Thomas  Free- 
stone, F.C.S.,  chemist  for  Messrs.  Walker,  said  the  disin- 
fectant was  made  from  commercial  creosote  treated  chemi- 
cally, and  contained  10  per  cent,  of  coal-tar  acid.  William, 
Massey,  drysalter,  Lancaster,  said  he  sold  the  disin- 
fectant under  the  title  "Microbine"  to  the  asylum.  A 
verdict  of  "Death  from  drinking  disinfectant"  was  re- 
turned.— David  Stapleton  (53),  a  chemical  labourer  at  the 
United  Alkali  Co.'s  works  at  Widnes,  received  a  scratch  on 
his  elbow  while  working  at  a  salt-cake  furnace.  Blood- 
poisoning  set  in  and  he  died. 


Franco-British  Exhibition. — The  Manufacturers'  Section 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  passed  a  resolu- 
tion declaring  that  having  regard  to  the  nature  and  scope  of 
the  Franco-British  Exhibition  1908,  and  the  exceptional 
auspices  under  which  it  is  being  organised,  British  manufac- 
turers and  traders  should  favourably  consider  the  desirability 
of  supporting  the  exhibition  in  view  of  the  probable  attend- 
ance of  large  numbers  of  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
and  the  opportunity  thereby  afforded  of  making  their 
specialities  more  widely  known. 
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Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading-  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Semen  Strophanthi.— Arthur  Meyer  discusses  the  origin 
,of  strophanthus-seeds  in  "  Arch,  der  Phar."  (1907,  351), 
especially  with  the  view  of  securing  their  authenticity  ana 
encouraging  the  culture  or  gathering'  of  the  seeds  in  German 
East  Africa.  He  agrees  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  whole 
pods  should  be  sent  from  the  interior  to  the  coast  for  authen- 
tification  by  competent  persons.  The  paper  is  one  for 
specialists  in  this  subject. 

Determination  of  Citral.— Harries  and  Himmelmann 
■  ("  Berichte,"  1907,  2823)  state  that  the  modifications  of  citral 
which  Tiemann  described  as  a  and  6,  are  stereoisomeric, 
,  for  on  being  treated  with  ozone  in  carbon  tetrachloride  they 
.yield  a  normal  diozonide  which  disintegrates  with  water  into 
acetone,  laevulin  aldehyde,  and  probably  glyoxal.  If  petro- 
leum ether  be  used  as  the  solvent,  the  ozonide,  CioH16Os,  is  the 
most  important  by-product,  besides  acetone,  could  not  be 
isolated. 

Detecting  Moisture.— W.  Biltz  states  in  thf  "Berichte" 
that  colourless  potassium-lead  iodide  is  better  for  detecting 
traces  of  water  than  anhydrous  copper  sulphate.  A  sample 
of  absolute  alcohol,  which  gave  no  indication  of  moisture 
after  contact  with  the  latter  salt  for  one  hour;  showed  imme- 
diately the  presence  of  water  by  decomposing  the  double 
'  iodide  into  its  components,  potassium  and  lead  iodides,  the 
latter  being  indicated  by  its  intense  yellow  colour.  White 
filtering  paper  and  silk  fibre  may  be  impregnated  with  this 
colourless  double  salt  in  a  finely  divided  condition,  and  these 
materials  then  serve  as  a  delicate  reagent,  assuming  a  yellow 
tint  in  the  presence  of  traces  of  moisture. 

Vanillin  and  Camphor.— Bohrisch  some  months  since 
reported  ("  Phar.  Centralh.,"  1907,  527)  that  natural  camphor 
produces  hydrochloride  colour-reactions  with  vanillin  and 
with  vanillin-hydrochloro.  sulphate,  but  not  with  artificial 
camphor.  A  mixture  of  2  vol.  vanillin  hydrochloride  and 
2.5  vol.  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  should  be  used.  Natural 
camphor  after  some  time  shows  a  green  colour  and,  later  on, 
indigo-blue,  whereas  artificial  camphor  only  gives  a  faint 
pink  colour,  which  disappears.  The  author  has  now  dis- 
covered ("Phar.  Centralh.,"  1907,  777)  that  this  colour- 
reaction  is  due  to  an  impurity  in  the  natural  camphor.  After 
treatment  with  cold  sulphuric  acid  and  washing  with  cold 
water,  the  camphor  does  not  show  the  reaction,  but  the 
washings  produce  an  intense  blue  colour. 

The  Fruit  of  Styrax  Obassioi.-Asahina  gives  in  the 
last  number  of  the  "  Archiv  der  Pharmazie  "  (1907.  245.  325) 
an  account  of  some  interesting  products  he  has  obtained  from 
the  fruit  of  this  tree,  which  is  a  near  relative  of  the  one 
yielding  benzoin.  By  extracting  the  rind  of  the  fruit  with 
alcohol  a  new  carbohydrate,  which  is  named  "  styracitol,"  was 
isolated.  It  has  the  formula  dHoOs,  is  crystalline,  and 
does  not  reduce  Fehling's  solution,  even  after  boiling  with 
dilute  mineral  acids.  On  reduction  with  fuming  hydriodic 
:acid  it  yields  /3  hexyliodine.  and  must  therefore  be  an  open- 
chain  six-carbon  compound.  The  kernels  of  the  fruit  yield 
13.2  per  cent,  of  oil,  having  the  following  constants:  Sp.  gr. 
0.974  at  15°,  acid  number  9.0,  saponification  number  180.0, 
iodine  number  127.00,  and  Hehner  value  91.00. 

Can  Alkaloids  Pass  from  a  Graft  to  a  Stock  1— This 
problem  is  dealt  with  by  E.  Schmidt  and  A.  Meyer  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  "Archiv  der  Pharmazie"  (1907,  245, 
329).  Both  Feldhaus  and  Kercher  have  shown  that  the  mid- 
rib and  petiole  of  the  leaves  of  stramonium  are  richer  in 
alkaloid  than  the  general  tissue  of  the  lamina,  and  that  the 
alkaloidal  contents  of  the  midrib  and  petiole  diminish  when 
the  rest  of  the  leaf  is  cut  away  from  a  living  leaf  left  attached 
to  the  plant.  Klinger  has  also  stated  that  when  stramonium 
is  grafted  on  the  potato  the  alkaloid  passes  from  the  "  graft " 
to  the  "stock,"  and  can  be  detected  in  the  tubers  collected 
from  the  latter.  Schmidt  and  Meyer  have  repeated  Klinger's 
work,  and  have  been  unable  to  detect  hyoscyamine  or  atropine 
in  potato-tubers  collected  from  a  stock  on  which  a  stra- 
monium graft  had  been  successfully  grown ;  although  they 
proved  by  control  experiments  that  the  methods  they  em- 
oloved  would  have  detected  as  little  as  0.001  gram  of  alkaloid 
in  400  grams  of  potato-tubers.  They  propose  to  continue  this 
investigation  and  extend  it  to  other  plants. 


Another. — "  I  have  much  pleasure  in  remitting  my  sub- 
scription for  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  writes  a  Notts 
subscriber  (218/22).  "  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  without  it  as  I 
am  one  of  those  who  have  greatly  benefited  from  its  perusal." 

Telephone  Directory. — Mr.  Rex  Blanchford,  chemist  and 
optician.  76  Hich  Street,  Wimbledon,  has  published  the  second 
issue  of  his  Wimbledon  local  telephone  list.  It  is  an  idea 
which  Mr.  Blanchford  has  worked  at  his  various  businesses 
with  great  success  from  the  advertising  point  of  view. 


mew  IBoohs. 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journalon  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  4z  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Bennett,  A.  G.  D.  Physical  Methods  in  the  Treatment  of 
Heart-disease.    7^x5.    Pp.  112.    3s.  bd.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

Burch,  G.  J.  Cases  of  Colour-blindness.  No.  6  to  No.  18, 
together  with  eleven  selected  examples  of  normal  colour  sen- 
sations.   4to.  pp.  21.    Swd.  Is.  (Dulau.) 

Fothergill,  C.  F.  Blood  Examination  and  its  Value  in 
Tropical  Disease.  Preface  by  Major  R.  Ross,  F.R.S.  7ix5. 
Pp.  42.    2s.  6rf.  net.  (Kimpton.) 

Hooker,  Sir  J.  D.  A  Sketch  of  the  Flora  of  British  India. 
Cr.  8vo.    Swd.  Is.  net.  (Frowde.) 

Knight,  W.  S.  M.  The  Business  Encyclopaedia.  Vol.  vii. 
9|x4^.  Pp.  348.  7s.  bd.  net.  (Caxton  Publishing  Co.) 
[This  volume  is  supplementary  to  the  six  already  published 
and  noted  as  they  appeared.  Its  particular  metier  is  modern 
business-building,  and  modern  methods  of  organisation,  ad- 
vertising, and  finance  in  connection  with  business  are  de- 
i  scribed  by  experts,  such  as  Messrs.  Richard  Burbidge 
(Harrods,  Ltd.),  Conrad  Fry  (J.  S.  Fry  &  Sons,  Ltd.),  S.  J. 
Waring  (Waring  &  Gillow,  Ltd.),  and  many  others.] 

Perkin,  F.  M.  The  Metric  and  British  Systems  of  Weights, 
Measures,  and  Coinage.  81x5|.  Pp.83.  Is.  bd.  (Whittaker.) 
[A  book  on  the  metric  system  intended  for  those  engaged  in 
the  teaching  profession,  their  students,  and  the  general  public] 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Medicine.  Edited  by  William  Osier 
and  others.  .Vol.  1,  No.  1,  October  1907.  4to.  8s.  bd.  net. 
(Frowde.) 

Side  lights  on  Alcohol  and  its  Action  on  tie  Human 
Organism.  By  "  Medicus  Abstinens."  8x5.  Pp.  ly8.  2s  oil. 
net.  (C.E.T.S.) 

Slater,  J.  A.  Dictionary  of  the  World's  Commercial  Pro- 
ducts, with  French,  German,  and  Spanish  Equivalents  for  the 
Names  of  the  Commercial  Products.  8gx5fx|.  Pp.  163. 
2s.  bd.  (Pitman.) 

The  "  C.  and  D."  Medical  Dictionary. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  series  of  books  published  at  the 
offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C,  is  "  The  Chemist's  Dictionary  of  Medical 
Terms  and  Treatment,  including  Concise  Directions  for  First- 
aid  in  Cases  of  Poisons."  It  is  a  dainty  volume  of  280  pages, 
with  supplementary  engravings  of  the  organs  of  the  body  and 
the  like.  The  basis  of  the  dictionary  is  the  one  which  ap- 
peared in  our  Diary  for  1907.  A  desire  having  been  expressed 
that  it  should  be  reprinted  in  book-form,  the  opportunity  has 
been  taken  to  supplement  it  with  notes  on  treatment.  These 
have  been  written  and  the  whole  work  revised  by  a  medical 
editor,  who,  as  a  University  graduate  and  a  registered  phar- 
macist, is  in  an  exceptionally  favourable  position  for  judging 
what  is  desired  and  required  by  retail  chemists.  There  is  no 
medical  dictionary  so  compact  as  this  one,  which  give9  so 
much  up-to-date  information  ;  it  is  ready  of  reference  and 
goes  straight  to  the  point,  these  being  the  characteristics  which, 
we  believe,  are  most  desired  by  chemists.  It  is  published  at 
2s.  bd.  net,  or  free  by  post  for  2s.  8r/.  from  the  C.  &  D.  office, 
42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.  It  may  also  be  obtained  from  any  of 
the  undernoted  firms,  each  of  whom  holds  stock  of  the  book 
and  supplies  to  account  at  the  published  prices: 

Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool. 

Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London. 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London. 

Bleasdale,  Ltd..  York. 

W.  Edwards  &  Son,  London. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb.  Ltd.,  London  and  Liverpool. 

Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Co.,  Glasgow. 

J.  Gower,  Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

Harkness.  Beaumont  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 

W.  &  R.  Holmes,  Glasgow. 

John  Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

H.  K.  Lewis,  136  Gower  Street,  London. 

Lynch  &  Co.,  Ltd..  London. 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  London. 

Mav.  Roberts  &  Co.,  London. 

F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London. 

W.  Paterson  &  Sons,  Aberdeen. 

Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 

Raimes  &  Co.,  York. 

Sangers.  London. 

James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Manchester. 
Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  Ltd.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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©bservations  anfc  Inflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


Dispensing  and  Selling 

are  referred  to  in  the  Pharmacy  Act 
as  distinct  operations,  but  the  exact  definition  of  the  dis- 
tinction was  considerately  left  by  the  Legislature  in  1868 
to  serve  with  many  other  doubtful  points  as  topics  of  dis- 
cussion some  thirty  or  forty  years  later.  That  this  one 
is  capable  of  furnishing  a  particularly  interesting  argument 
is  made  manifest  by  Mr.  Merson's  letter  and  the  editorial 
rejoinder  to  it  in  last  week's  C.  &  D.  Mr.  Merson 
describes  in  logical  sequence  the  considerations  which  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  chemist  can  take  from  his  stock  a 
ready-put-up  bottle  of  Easton's  syrup  bearing  a  printed  label 
but  without  the  word  "  poison,"  can  hand  it  over  to  a  cus- 
tomer, and  by  noting  the  transaction  in  a  book  kept  for 
the  purpose,  with  name  and  address  of  the  customer,  may 
thus  convert  the  selling  to  dispensing,  and  thereby  avoid 
the  specific  requirements  of  the  Act  in  regard  to  registration 
and  labelling.  In  South  Britain,  at  least,  Mr.  Merson's  con-  ] 
elusions  have  been  arrived  at,  or  perhaps  jumped  at,  by  many 
pharmacists,  with  or  without  such  careful  working  out  as 
he  has  given  them,  and  this  evasion  of  the  Act,  if  it  be 
an  evasion,  has  been  regarded  simply  as  a  legitimate  exercise 
of  discretion.    But  now  conies 

A  Direct  Challenge 

of  that  view  in  a  C.  <£•  D.  editorial,  wherein 
it  is  contended  that  Mr.  Merson's  act  of  transferring  a  bottle 
of  Easton's  syrup  from  his  counter  to  a  customer  is  "  in 
common  sense  and  law  "  just  plain  unvarnished  selling  and 
not  capable  of  being  brought  within  the  dispensing  exemp- 
tion. It  would  be  rash  to  dispute  the  common-sense  part  of 
this  assertion,  but  it  is  almost  more  venturesome  to  couple 
law  with  common  sense.  The  technical  objection,  so  dear  to 
judges  and  counsel,  must  have  an  innings  some  time.  Many 
years  ago  I  was  talking  to  the  late  Mr.  George  Webb 
Sandford,  the  gentleman  who  had  more  to  do  than  anyone 
else  with  shaping  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  Somehow 
the  conversation  turned  on  counter-prescribing,  and  I  believe 
that  at  that  time  I  was  under  the  impression  that  if  a 
chemist  compiled  a  mixture  "  out  of  his  own  head  "  he  was 
bound  to  label  it  "Poison"  if  it  contained,  say,  a  little 
laudanum.  I  was  assuming,  in  my  innocence,  that  the  dis- 
pensing exemption  applied  only  to  medicines  dispensed 
from  a  doctor's  prescription.  It  was  new  light  to  me  when 
Mr.  Sandford  replied  that  the  chemist  was  dispensing  as 
much  in  one  case  as  in  the  other.  "  You  will  find  nothing 
about  a  prescription  in  the  exemption,"  he  remarked. 
"They  tried  to  insert  that,  but  they  failed."  And  there 
was  a  twinkle  in  Mr.  Sandford's  eye  as  he  told  me  this  which 
revealed  the  little  strain  of  quite  legitimate,  even  necessary, 
"  foxiness  "  in  that  highly  honourable  but  astute  President's 
diplomacy.  The  purpose  of  this  reminiscence  is  to  ask  the 
writer  of  the  editorial  note  whether  the  chemist's  dispensing 
of  his  own  mixture  comes  "  within  the  meaning, '  because 
if  it  does  some  of  the  arguments  adduced  against  Mr. 
Merson's  view — that  is,  those  which  involve  the  duly  quali- 
fied practitioner — are  inefficient. 

The  Right  Honourable  Robert  Lowe 

was  the  only  statesman 
of  the  first  rank  who  interested  himself  in  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  when  it  was  before  the  House  of  Commons.  He  dis- 
cussed it  very  keenly  in  Committee,  and  when  the  17th 


Clause  was  under  review,  Mr.  Lowe  moved  that  the  words 
"under  the  written  prescription  of  a  legally  qualified 
medical  practitioner  "  should  be  added  to  modify  the  dis- 
pensing exemption.  Mr.  Lowe  foresaw  exactly  Mr.  Mer- 
son's argument.    These  were  his  words  : 

If  you  say  that  chemists  and  druggists  may  dispense  any- 
thing they  please,  they  will  be  able  to  make  up  compounds 
of  the  most  deadly  poisons  and  sell  them  as  they  like,  and 
this  Act  will  not  stop  them  or  give  any  remedy  against  them, 
and  consequently  all  your  precautions  will  go  for  nothing. 
It  will  be  better  far  to  lose  the  Bill  altogether,  and  that  I 
prefer  if  this  amendment  should  be  rejected. 

A  few  incoherent  retorts  were  made  to  this  criticism, 
but  Mr.  Lowe's  contention  was  not  seriously  replied 
to;  apparently  was  not  understood.  But  it  was  2  a.m., 
and  the  Committee  was  tired.  Two  voted  for  Mr.  Lowe's 
amendment,  and  fourteen  against  it;  hence  Mr.  Merson's. 
letter.  Of  course,  neither  Mr.  Sandford's  aim  nor  Mr. 
Lowe's  prophecy  is  an  authoritative  interpretation  of  the- 
exemption  ;  they  are  only  quoted  to  show  how  competent 
men  have  understood  it.  Mr.  Lowe  apparently  argued' 
that  chemists  would  be  able  to  sell  all  deadly  poisons  in< 
this  way,  overlooking  the  condition  that  the  ex- 
emption applied  only  to  "medicine."  It  would  not 
be  possible  so  to  dispense  a  vermin-killer.  And  the  word 
"medicine"  may  be  fairly  assumed  to  imply  that  the 
quantity  of  poison  contained  in  it  would  be  in  reasonable 
proportion;  that  in  medicines  for  internal  administration, 
at  all  events,  it  would  not  be  in  dangerous  doses.  Conse- 
quently the  precautions  of  the  Act  are  not  entirely  sacri- 
ficed by  the  construction  favoured  by  Mr.  Merson. 

Mr.  Sewill's  Demand 

for  a  Royal  Commission  to  investigate 
the  secret-medicine  trade  was  regarded  as  dangerous  by  his 
friendly  critic  on  the  "British  Medical  Journal" — how 
dangerous  may  be  judged  by  his  letter  last  week.  A  Royal 
Commission  would  not  accept  blindfold  vague  charges  of 
fraud  and  cruelty,  poetic  pictures  of  keeping  the  infant 
quiet  on  its  way  to  death,  indefinite  allegations  of  "  vast 
numbers,"  "nearly  all,"  and  "a  considerable  percentage," 
or  personal  impressions  of  hospital  experience.  These 
would  have  to  be  substantiated  by  exact  statistics  and 
evidence,  and  they  might  be  balanced  by  opposing  testi- 
mony. "  Take  quack  teething-medicines,"  says  Mr.  Sewill, 
"  for  a  first  example."  Take  them,  then.  Probably  Mr. 
Sewill  could  show  that  some  babies  had  taken  some  of  these 
and  had  subsequently  died  ;  perhaps  the  evidence  would  be 
strong  enough  to  show  that  they  had  died  in  consequence  of 
the  medicine.  But  no  Royal  Commission  would  condemn i 
a  hundred  products  because  two  or  three  were  found  guilty. 
Moreover,  it  would  be  easy  to  bring  forward  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  navvies,  porters,  and  coalheavers  to  prove,  if 
permitted,  that  an  early  course  of  teething-medicines,. 
Godfrey,  or  syrup  of  poppies,  had  been  found  compatible 
in  their  cases  with  a  later  muscular  development,  which  the 
Royal  Commission  would  be  willing  to  take  for  granted 
Nobody  would  be  so  foolish  as  to  defend  all  the  patent 
medicines  on  the  market.  Some  ought  to  be  suppressed  : 
a  good  many  ought  to  be  exposed.  But  this  is  different, 
from  an  indiscriminate  antipathy  to  them  all. 


A  Belgian  P.A.T.A. — The  problem  of  price-cutting  in 
specialities  has  been  practically  abolished  in  Belgium  by 
the  institution  of  the  Nationale  Pharmaceutique,  an  asso- 
ciation of  Belgian  pharmacists.  No  fewer  than  1,618  out 
of  a  possible  1,712  pharmacies  in  Belgium  are  affiliated  to 
the  Association,  and  Belgian  manufacturers  of  proprietaries 
have  joined  together  in  price-protection.  The  scheme  is 
apparently  run  on  P.A.T.A.  lines.  „  ^ 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


"  SANITAS  OKOL"... 
"  SANITAS  BACTOX" 
*  "  SANITAS  SPECIAL  FLUID ' 
*'  SANITAS  CREOCIDE  "  ... 
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*N.B. — "  Sanitas  Fluid"  is  the  Standard  Disinfectant 
for  all  Sick-room  and  Household  purposes. 


The  "SANITAS"  CO., 

LTD., 

LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 

C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 


Chairman. 


WARRICK 

BROTHERS. 


WILCOX,  J0ZEA0  &  CO., 

49  Haymavket,    LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


IRENCH&GERMAN 

WOPRIETAHr  MEDIC  IN  ES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION.  LOWEST  PRICES. 

MUNN'S 

Genuine 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 


New  Season's  make.     Finest  Quality. 

lowest  price  on  application  to 

W.  A.  MUNN, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland* 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR 

Brewery:  LONDON,  N.W 


FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES. 


The  titles  "Syr.  Hydrobrom."  and  "Syr.  Hydrobrom.  c  Strychnia" 

were  originated  by  us  in  the  year  1879  and  can  only  be  legitimately 
applied  to  FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES.  Legal  proceedings  will 
be  instituted  against  any  firm  or  person  dispensing  or  offering  for 
sale  fraudulent  imitations  of  FLETCHERS'  SYRUPS. 


SOLE     PROPRIETORS  1 

FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  (Sl  CO..  Ld.,  LONDON,  N. 


Ebitonal  (Comments. 


Dispensing  and  Selling. 

"  Xrayser,"  with  an  interesting  reminiscence  of  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  gives  colour  to  the  contention  by 
Mr.  Merson  that  the  sale  of  Easton's  syrup,  a  Part  1 
scheduled  poison,  may  be  treated  by  a  chemist  as  a  dispens- 
ing transaction,  and  we  are  challenged  to  sustain  our 
dictum  to  the  contrary.  If  our  article  of  last  week  is  read 
alongside  "  Xrayser's  "  observations  it  will  be  found  that 
in  regard  to  "  What  is  Dispensing?  "  there  is  little  contra- 
dictory between  them.    "  Xrayser  "  says  : 

The  purpose  of  this  reminiscence  is  to  ask  the  writer  of 
the  editorial  note  whether  the  chemist's  dispensing  of  his 
own  mixture  comes  "  within  the  meaning"  ? 

The  penultimate  sentence  of  the  editorial  note  said  : 

"Dispensing"  is  based  upon  prescriptions,  therefore  we 
do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  regard  an  offer  of  a  com- 
modity by  the  seller,  and  its  acceptance  by  a  purchaser,  as 
"  dispensing." 

These  (offering  any  goods  and  accepting  the  offer,  or  asking 
and  receiving)  are  legal  elements  of  selling.  Something 
more  is  present  in  "  dispensing,"  and  to  show  it  we  quoted 
Lord  Justice  Lush's  definition  : 

Dispensing  is 
scribed  and  sell; 
used. 

The  prescription  which  was  brought  before  his  Lordship 
was  not  written  by  a  medical  practitioner,  but  by  a  chemist's 
assistant.  This  fact  we  had  in  mind,  and  we  expressly 
avoided  saying  that  the  prescription  must  be  written  by  a 
medical  practitioner.  We  are  not  aware  of  anything  in  the 
Acts  which  would  prevent  a  chemist  treating  his  own  pre- 
scription as  a  dispensing  transaction.  But  that  was  not  Mr. 
Merson's  proposition.  He  presented  us  with  an  instance 
comprising  all  the  elements  of  "selling,"  and  without  an 
essential  element  of  "dispensing" — a  prescription.  He 
said  : 

It  may  be  asked  :  What  constitutes  "  dispensing  "  a  medi- 
cine ?  I  say  at  once  that  any  medicinal  substance  prepared 
for  sale  and  handed  out  by  a  chemist  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  his  business  is  "  dispensed  "  by  him.  If  a  customer  aska 
me  for  4  oz.  of  Easton's  syrup,  and  I  proceed  to  select  a 
bottle,  fill  up  from  stock-container,  cork,  seal,  write  a  label 


.  a  making-up  of  something  that  is  pre- 
it  with  directions  as  to  how  it  is  to  be 
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and  finish  off — whether  I  fro  into  the  dispensing-department 
or  perform  the  work  at  the  front-shop  counter — I  presume 
that  bottle  of  syrup  has  been  "  dispensed  "  by  me.  A  record 
of  the  sale,  etc. 

Regarding  this  as  a  narrative  of  facts,  we  have  here  merely 
the  circumstances  of  "  selling,"  and  none  of  the  arguments 
used  by  Mr.  Merson  and  "Xrayser"  remove  it  from  this 
category — which  is  the  main  contention.  Both  contestants 
■overlook  the  fact  that  if  their  arguments  are  sound  as 
regards  Easton's  syrup  they  would  apply  to  every  medicine 
■containing  a  scheduled  poison,  whether  Part  1  or  Part  2. 
What  this  means  can  be  understood  by  putting  the  words 
"Laudanum"  or  "Belladonna  liniment"  or  "Solution  of 
■corrosive  sublimate  (1  in  20)  "  in  place  of  "  Easton's  syrup  " 
in  Mr.  Merson's  proposition  above;  then  "  a  record  of  the 
sale,"  as  Mr.  Merson  suggests,  would  do  away  with  the  need 
for  labelling  any  of  these  "Poison."  This  is  surely  suffi- 
ciently serious  to  make  one  pause  in  order  to  see  where  the 
argument  is  to  lead  to,  for  the  ultimate  result  would  be 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  Regulate  the  Sale  of  Poisons 
could,  as  regards  labelling  with  the  word  "Poison"  and 
registration  of  sales  of  Part  1  poisons,  be  entirely  set  aside 
with  the  aid  of  a  penny  pass-book.  We  fully  appreciate  the 
cogency  of  the  arguments  by  Mr.  Merson  and  "  Xrayser," 
but  we  submit  that  it  is  not  to  the  interests  of  the  public  or 
■of  chemists  themselves  that  the  special  privileges  enjoyed 
by  chemists  of  dispensing  medicines  containing  poison 
should  be  in  any  way  abused.  [In  our  correspondence 
■columns  Mr.  Merson  further  expounds  his  theory,  and  en- 
deavours to  show  where  the  line  should  be  drawn.] 
*  *  * 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written  we  have  received  a  report 
•of  a  meeting  of  Scottish  chemists,  held  in  Edinburgh  on 
October  25,  at  which  the  sale  of  Easton's  syrup  was  dis- 
cussed, and  a  resolution  was  passed,  stating — 

that  the  prevalent  custom  of  entering  sales  of  Easton's  syrup 
and  similar  preparations  in  the  prescription-book  or 
other  book  kept  for  that  purpose  is  founded  upon  a  correct 
interpretation  of  the  provisions  of  these  sections  [XVII.  of 
1868  and  III.  of  1869],  this  meeting  earnestly  recommends, 
in  the  interests  of  uniformity,  the  universal  adoption  of 
the  practice,  except  in  such  cases  as  circumstances  suggest 
the  use  of  discretionary  powers. 

This  is  somewhat  non-committal,  although  on  first  read- 
ing it  sounds  quite  conclusive.  For  sales  of  Easton's 
syrup  entry  in  the  prescription-book  is  not  sufficient; 
the  entry  must  be  in  the  form  of  Schedule  F.  That  was 
decided  as  recently  as  August  21,  when  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  prosecuted  Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Southern),  Ltd., 
for  selling  Easton's  syrup  tabloids  and  failing  to  obtain 
the  signature  of  the  purchaser  to  an  entry  "  in  a  book  kept 
for  that  purpose,  as  set  out  under  Schedule  F  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868" — i.e.,  the  Poisons-book.  A  similar  offence 
has  since  been  admitted  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Maiden 
&  Co.  Is  the  Edinburgh  resolution  intended  to  invite 
prosecutions  of  chemists  in  Scotland  so  as  to  take  to  the 
Court  of  Session  the  question  as  to  whether  persons  regis- 
tered under  the  Act  have  discretionary  powers  to  treat  sales 
of  Easton's  syrup  as  such  or  as  "medicine  dispensed"? 
That  would  be  a  clear  issue ;  but  the  Edinburgh  meeting 
gave  no  indication  that  it  takes  the  responsibility  of  protect- 
ing chemists  who  by  following  the  recommendation  break 
the  law  as  interpreted  so  far  by  the  statutory  authority  and 
the  Courts.  It  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  that  prosecution  may 
be  instituted  by  any  person. 


"  Patents  "  in  Australia. 

We  have  received  from  Captain  R.  Maitland  Collins,  officer 
representing  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  in  London,  the 


following  copy  of  a  cablegram  despatched  from  Melbourne 
on  October  29,  with  reference  to  the  deputation  received  by 
him  on  October  22  from  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(Proprietary  Articles  Section)  : 

Referring  to  your  telegram  of  October  22,  Customs  say 
you  will  be  advised  when  Bill  is  laid  before  Parliament. 
Your  statement  to  deputation  incorrect.  Proposed  Bill  will 
provide  for  compulsory  disclosure  of  formula?  on  trade- 
description  of  patent  medicines,  except  in  special  cases. — ■ 
Hunt. 

The  sender  of  this  cablegram  is  Mr.  Atlee  Hunt,  secretary 
to  Mr.  Deakin,  Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
telegram  of  October  22  was  as  follows  : 

Referring  to  your  cable  of  October  12,  deputation,  all 
experts,  met  me  to-day ;  unanimously  against  disclosure 
formula.  I  explained  that  proposed  Bill  does  not  contain 
such  provision.  Deputation  asked  to  be  advised  scope  of 
provisions  when  introduced. 

Captain  Muirhead  Collins  has  also  addressed  the  following 

letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  : 

No.  8505. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia, 
72  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W., 
October  29,  1907. 
Sir, — With  further  reference  to  correspondence  in  regard 
to  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  Government 
on  the  subject  of  patent  medicines,  etc.,  and  to  the  deputa- 
tion which  waited  upon  me  on  Tuesday,  the  22nd  instant,  I 
regret  to  inform  you  that  from  a  cablegram  which  I  have  re- 
ceived to-day  it  appears  that  the  information  which  appeared 
in  the  London  daily  Press  of  the  17th  instant,  in  the  form  of 
a  cablegram  from  Reuter,  was  incorrect,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  Bill  which  is  being  drafted  in  regard  to  patent  medicines. 

2.  You  will  remember  that  cablegram  referred  to  stated 
as  follows:  ."The  Bill  which  is  being  drafted  in  regard  to 
patent  medicines  will  contain  no  legislative  power  to  de- 
mand a  statement  of  the  composition  of  the  medicines." 

3.  The  cablegram  which  I  have  just  received  states  that 
this  is  incorrect,  and  that  the  proposed  Bill  will  provide 
for  compulsory  disclosure  of  formulae  and  trade-descrip- 
tions of  patent  medicines,  except  in  special  cases. 

4.  The  representations  made  by  the  deputation  which 
waited  on  me  on  Tuesday  last  have  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  my  Government  by  cable,  and  I  am  informed  that 
I  will  be  advised  when  the  Bill  is  laid  before  Parliament. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
_  R.  Muirhead  Collins, 
Representative  of  the  Commonwealth  in  London. 

A  verbal  but  important  difference  will  be  observed  in  the 
copy  of  the  cablegram  sent  to  us  by  Capt.  Muirhead  Collins 
and  the  paraphrase  of  it  in  the  letter  to  the  London  Chamber, 
viz.  : 

Cablegram.— "  Formula  on  trade-description  of  patent 
medicines." 

Letter.—"  Formula!  and  trade-descriptions  of  patent 
medicines. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  former  is  correct,  the  second 
being  a  case  of  lapsus  calami.  The  correct  version  shows 
that  the  proposal  is  to  include  (unless  in  special  cases) 
formulas  as  part  of  the  trade  description  already  provided 
for  by  the  Commerce  Act.  The  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  July  24  revealed  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
power  at  present  to  enforce  as  part  of  the  trade  description  of 
proprietary  medicines  statements  as  to  whether  they  contain 
alcohol,  opium,  or  other  specified  articles  (see  C.  cf-  D.,  Sep- 
tember 7,  p.  407).  Provisionally,  Sir  William  Lyne  added 
a  clause  to  the  regulation  which  made  it  optionally  operative, 
and  intimated  that  he  would  bring  in  a  short  Bill  to  make  it 
compulsory.  He  seems  now  to  be  going  a  step  further,  but 
until  the  actual  text  of  the  Bill  is  available  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  speculate  how  far.  The  fact  that  Tuesday's  message 
came  from  the  Prime  Minister's  secretary  indicates  that  the 
subject  has  had  Cabinet  consideration.  We  may,  however, 
note  that  the  time  of  the  House  is  fully  occupied  at  present 
with  the  tariff,  and  the  opinion  is  growing  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  go  out  on  this  measure.  Maybe  the  Patent- 
medicine  Bill  will  be  part  of  the  vote-catching  propaganda. 


690 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST 


November  2,  1907 


Since  our  last  issue  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
also  received  a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Office  as  follows  : 
Downing  Street,  October  25,  1907. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  11,  and,  in  reply,  to 
request  you  to  inform  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
that  the  representative  of  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  London  has  received  a  telegram  from  that  Govern- 
ment stating  that  the  Bill  which  is  being  drafted  in  regard  to 
patent  medicines  will  contain  no  legislative  power  to  demand 
a  statement  of  the  composition  of  the  medicines. 

2.  A  copy  of  your  letter  will,  however,  be  forwarded  to 
the  Governor-General  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  con- 
sideration of  his  Ministers. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Beetbam  Cox. 

This  is  belated,  but  it  serves  to  show  that  Lord  Elgin  is  not 
indifferent  to  the  importance  of  the  matter  to  home  manu- 
facturers. The  arrangements  that  the  London  Chamber 
has  made  in  Australia  to  get  the  Bill,  when  introduced, 
watched  should,  with  the  attention  of  the  retail  and  whole- 
sale drug-trade,  be  effective  in  opposing  any  legislative  effort 
to  undermine  the  just  rights  of  manufacturers,  while  secur- 
ing effective  control  of  secret  remedies  which  are  really  per- 
nicious. 


Our  "  Diary  "  for  1908. 

The  preparation  of  the  C.  &  D.  Diary  for  1908  is  now 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  proof-sheets  so  far  received 
enable  us  to  make  this  early  reference  to  it.    We  have  had 
occasion  during  the  editing  of  the  Diary  to  examine  each 
of  the  annuals  of  this  series  published  since  1869  for  the 
purpose  of  compiling  an  index  of  the  principal  contents  of 
the  four  decades  of  Diaries,  and  we  have  been  struck  with 
the  value  and  variety  of  the  pharmaceutical  and  trade  in- 
formation given  in  it.    When  the  Diary  commenced  in  1869 
Professor  Attfield,  Professor  Bentley,  Mr.  Daniel  Hanbury, 
Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht,  Dr.  Henry  B.  Brady,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Ince  contributed  to  it,  and  other  well-known  pharmacists 
have  written  for  it  almost  annually  since.    After  some 
years  the  Diary  was  changed  to  its  present  form,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  the  reference  matter  most  frequently  re- 
quired was  determined.    Every  part  of  the  legal  and  official 
information  in  the  Diary  is  subjected  to  unbiassed  criticism 
and  careful  revision  frequently  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
In  the  forthcoming   Diary   the  subjects  of   the  special 
treatises  are  quite  novel,  and  we  believe  that  they  will  be 
of  distinct  value  to  all  our  subscribers.    In  reviewing  the 
four  decades  of  Diaries  it  was  observed  that  the  field  of 
pharmacy  has  been  well  cultivated  and  gleaned,  and  many 
improvements  and  innovations  have  been  incorporated  from 
year  to  year,  but  none  we  find  has  had  such  high  utility  as 
the  Buyers'  Guide  in  its  present  index  form.    This  was 
introduced  for  the  first  time  in  the  1894  Diary,  and  it  had 
the  immediate  effect  of  increasing  its  utility  to  our  sub- 
scribers.   The  Buyers'  Guide  is  a  complete  index  to  the 
goods,  brands  of  goods,  etc.,  actually  advertised  in  the 
Diary,  and  its  object  is  to  show  inquirers  for  any  particular 
supply  what  business-houses  are  prepared  to  meet  their 
wants.    We  should  like  to  see  this  Guide  a  complete  re- 
ference to  every  chemical  and  medicinal  product  employed 
in  pharmacy,  and  also  of  druggists'  sundries  and  allied 
goods  handled  by  the  trade  throughout  the  British  Empire, 
for  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  fact  that  it  is  of  great 
service  to  retail  and  wholesale  buyers.    They  now  turn 
naturally  to  our  Diary  when  they  want  information  about 
such  goods.    This  is  a  circumstance  of  which  agents,  manu- 
facturers, and  wholesale  houses  should  take  advantage  by 
making  it  a  point  to  mention  their  special  products  in  the 
advertisements  which  they  insert  in  our  Diary  for  1908. 


It  is  well  that  it  should  be  understood  that  this  section  of 
the  Diary  is  compiled  ah  initio  every  year,  and  the  more 
completely  representative  advertisements  are  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  advertisers,  the  more  useful  and  business-pro- 
ductive will  they  be.  In  this  connection  we  may  state  that 
a  Buyers'  Guide  has  been  a  feature  of  the  Diary  since  its- 
commencement,  but  in  its  earliest  days  the  references  were 
a  bagatelle  compared  with  what  they  are  now — merely  a 
few  hundreds — while-  now  we  reckon  that  there  are  no- 
fewer  than  thirty  thousand  individual  references  in  the 
current  Buyers'  Guide.  This  indicates  not  only  progress 
on  the  part  of  the  Diary  and  its  contents,  but  also,  we 
think,  it  shows  the  much  more  voluminous  character  of 
the  retail  and  wholesale  drug-trade  to-day  as  compared  with 
that  of  forty  years  ago. 


Oil  on  Troubled  Waters. 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Young,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  to  Edinburgh  was  opportune.  It  needed  one  from 
headquarters  to  get  into  touch  with  representative  phar- 
macists in  Scotland  to  appreciate  the  feeling  that  exists  there 
in  regard  to  the  independent  action  of  the  members  respect- 
ing the  by-laws  and  their  feeling  regarding  the  criticism 
directed  against  them  in  certain  quarters.  Although 
nothing  about  this  matter  appears  in  the  report  of  the 
Executive  meeting  it  formed  part  of  the  business  which 
was  taken  in  committee.  One  of  the  members  submitted 
a  motion  calling  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
matter,  and  he  was  supported  by  several  members,  with 
the  result  that  the  whole  matter  was  thoroughly  ventilated 
in  the  President's  hearing.  Ultimately  the  motion  was, 
by  request,  withdrawn.  There  is  still,  however,  a  good- 
deal  of  talk  about  the  formation  of  a  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Scotland. 

Arsenic  and  Strychnine  Mixture. 

The  risk  of  poisoning  from  the  precipitation  of  strych- 
nine when  liq.  arsen.  and  liq.  strych.  are  prescribed 
together  has  been  pointed  out  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
The  danger  is  referred  to  in  the  "Art  of  Dispensing." 
Another  case  is  referred  to  in  the  "Lancet,"  as  re- 
ported by  Professor  H.  Harvey  Littlejohn  and1 
Mr.  T.  W.  Drinkwater.  A  mixture  containing  equal 
parts  of  liquor  arsenicalis  and  liquor  strychninae 
was  prescribed  for  a  woman,  aged  thirty-six  years. 
Six  drops  were  ordered  to  be  taken  three  times 
a  day  in  water.  The  prescription  was  dispensed  in  an 
ounce  bottle,  which  was  taken  without  ill  result.  Then 
a  second  bottle  was  taken,  except  a  few  drops  containing 
a  little  sediment.  One  day  the  patient,  finding  the  bottle 
almost  empty,  added  to  it  some  water,  shook  it  up,  and 
drank  it.  An  hour  later  she  complained  of  feeling  ill  and' 
of  not  being  able  to  walk.  In  about  two  hours  from  taking 
the  mixture  the  woman  died.  We  quote  the  case  as  a 
warning  to  dispensers  who,  in  such  a  case,  should  point  out 
the  danger  to  the  prescriber  or  place  a  shake-the-bottle 
label  on  the  bottle. 

Census  of  Production. 

Few  manufacturers  realise  that  they  will  be  called  upon 
early  next  year  to  inform  the  Board  of  Trade  all  about  their 
business  during  1908 — the  number  of  people  employed,  the- 
amount  and  value  of  raw  material,  the  amount  of  output, 
and  so  on.  The  Act  providing  for  this  was  passed  in  Decem- 
ber 1906,  and  although  every  provision  is  to  be  made  to  keep 
the  information  secret,  it  will  have  to  be  given  when  called' 
for.  Occasional  meetings  of  an  advisory  committee  are  held 
at  the  Board  of  Trade  Offices.  As  yet  consideration  of  the- 
requirements  of  the  chemical  and  drug  trades  has  not  been' 
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reached,  bub  we  are  able  to  state  that  the  preliminaries 
are  drafted,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  will  take  representa- 
tive members  of  the  trade  into  consultation  before  the 
necessary  schedules  are  finally  agreed  to.  The  object  of 
this  note  is,  however,  to  remind  those  directly  interested 
that  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  will  encourage 
full  records  in  manufactures.  What  the  Act  will  ultimately 
do  we  shall  not  venture  to  say,  but  the  first  effect  of  it 
(after  the  inevitable  grumble)  will  be  greater  care  in  respect 
to  costs,  and  card-indexing  experts  will  have  a  wider  field 
for  exercising  their  ingenuity. 

Deaths  under  Anaesthetics. 
The  investigation  into  the  death  of  a  patient  under  an 
anesthetic  at  Guy's  Hospital— one  of  a  large  number  of 
cases  at  that  hospital— which  we  reported  in  our  issue  of 
October  19,  has,  we  are  glad  to  see,  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  "  Lancet."  That  medical  journal  publishes  a  verbatim 
report  of  the  inquest,  and  makes  editorial  comment  on  the 
facts  disclosed  to  the  effect  that  in  operations  of  a  serious 
character,  as  in  this  case,  an  experienced  anaesthetist 
should  be  employed.  The  patient  was  being  operated  upon 
for  exophthalmic  goitre.  We  quote  the  principal  para- 
graphs of  the  "Lancet's"  remarks  : 

The  question  which  naturally  arose  and  was  strongly  .in- 
sisted upon  by  the  Coroner  was  :  Why  did  not  one  of  the 
expert  anaesthetists  attached  to  the  charity  attend  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  chloroform  instead  of  a  junior  house 
surgeon  of  admittedly  small  experience  ?  Authorities  were 
cited  which  supported  the  Coroner's  view  that  in  such  grave 
.  operations  the  anaesthetic  should  be  given  by  the  staff 
anaesthetist,  or  at  least  in  his  presence.  The  answer  to 
these  contentions  does  not  seem  to  us  to  be  wholly  con- 
vincing. Naturally  surgeons  in  large  operative  practice 
must  be,  in  theory  at  least,  cognisant  with  anaesthetics.  Yet 
,  it  can  hardly  be  admitted  that  they  can  direct  the  inex- 
perienced anaesthetist  or  watch  him  as  he  applies  each  fresh 
supply  of  the  anaesthetic.  In  theory  such  a  shared  respon- 
sibility is  possible  ;  in  practice  we  doubt  whether  such  super- 
vision can  protect  the  patient  from  grave  dangers.  If  a 
serious  operation  has  to  be  performed  the  house  surgeon  does 
not,  we  believe,  undertake  it,  even  under  the  guiding  advice 
of  his  principal.  In  cases  such  as  the  one  which  we  are  con- 
sidering the  patient's  life  was  as  much  in  jeopardy  from  the 
anaesthetic  as  from  the  operation,  and  if  the  latter  required 
expert  performance,  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  the  conduct  of 
the  anaesthetisation  should  have  been  undertaken  by  a  staff 
officer  of  special  experience  ? 

The  Lady  Chemist. 

A  Mr.  J.  C.  Bristow-Noble  has  written  an  article  to  the 
"Weekly  Scotsman"  under  this  title,  which  he  manages 
to  pack  with  a  good  deal  of  erroneous  information  and 
opinion.  For  example,  Mr.  Noble  reports  a  conversation 
with  "  Miss  Ethel  Gay  ton,  who,  by  the  by,  was  the  first 
lady  to  enter  the  profession";  that  is  wrong  to  begin  with, 
dozens  of  ladies  having  qualified  in  pharmacy  before  Miss 
Gayton  did  in  1897.    Again — 

That  our  fair  cousins  and  sisters  find  the  examinations 

abnormally  difficult  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  no 

less  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  who  sit  each  year, 

are  "  plucked." 

We  should  like  to  know  what  justification  there  is  for  this 
statement.  The  percentage  is  far  above  the  average  per- 
centage of  failures  in  the  Minor  examination,  and  it  is 
the  first  time  we  have  heard  that  women  do  worse  than 
men  in  tire  Minor.    Mr.  Noble  also  says  : 

The  few  lady  chemists  with  shops,  like  their  sisters  in  the 
hospital  dispensaries,  also  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
their  profession.  The  profits,  they  say,  are  large,  and  the 
work  pleasant  and  genteel.  In  point  of  fact,  they  say  that 
.  there  is  but  one  thing  about  which  they  can  justly  complain, 
and  that  is  the  long  hours.  The  profits,  however,  are  so 
large  that  this  slight  unpleasantry  is  not  often  noticed.  One 
lady,  a  pretty  and  charming  spinster  of  barely  thirty 
summers,  allowed  me  to  inspect  her  books,  and  I  was  more 
than  surprised  to  find  she  was  making  a  clear  profit  of  151.  a 
week. 

Well !  we  know  the  retail  drug-trade  is  not  so  bad  as  the 


mere  male  grumbler  says,  but  that  pretty  and  charming 
spinster  of  thirty  is  doing  much  better  than  the  majority 
of  Minor  men.  If  this  should  meet  her  eye  we  should  be 
glad  if  she  will,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  craft,  tell  us 
how  it  is  done. 

One  of  the  joys  of  chemistry  are  quick  returns,  and  another 
the  small  amount  of  capital  required  to  open  a  shop,  and 
still  another  that  credit  in  the  profession  is  almost  unknown. 
When  a  person  tells  us 'that  "one  .  .  .  are"  we  are  in- 
clined to  think  that  he  is  imaginative  if  not  illiterate;  but 
that  is  no  reason  why  Mr.  J.  C.  Bristow-Noble  should  in- 
flame the  minds  of  young  ladies  to  seek  an  occupation  in 
which  there  are  for  their  sex  more  disappointments  than 
successes.  We  hope  to  look  at  the  woman's  view  of  the 
matter  in  our  next  issue. 


Yaws. 

This  well-known  West  Indian  disease  is  the  subject  of  a 
note  by  Dr.  Alexander  Robertson  to  the  "B.M.J.,"  1907, 
2868.  He  characterises  the  organism  of  this  disease  as  a 
spirochaete,  four  forms  of  which  are  illustrated.  Dr. 
Robertson  states  that  the  best  treatment  is  to  wash  the 
patients  every  morning  with  carbolic  soap  and  apply  ung. 
hydrarg.  nit.  (1  in  3  of  vaseline)  to  the  pustules.  The  oint- 
ment not  only  acts  as  a  germicide,  but  prevents  infection 
being  carried  to  other  patients  by  Hies.  Potassium  iodide  is 
given  in  doses  of  10  to  20  grains  thrice  daily,  and  debilitated 
or  anaemic  patients  should  get  iron  citrate  or  syrup  of  ferrous 
chloride,  along  with  cod-liver  oil  emulsion. 

Stovaine. 

In  one  of  the  communications  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  British  Medical  Association  at  Exeter  Mr.  H.  P.  Dean, 
M.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  of  the  London  Hospital,  discussed  the 
relative  values  of  the  inhalation  and  injection  methods  of 
producing  anaesthesia.  Of  the  latter  method  he  stated  (hat 
his  own  experience  is  confined  to  stovaine  only,  the  pre- 
paration he  has  used  as  a  rule  being  the  following  : 

Stovaine      ...    0.10  gram 

Chloride  of  sodium,  pure       ...    0.10  gram 

Distilled  water  to   1.0  c.c. 

Each  bulb  contains  1  c.c.  of  the  solution. 
The  minimal  dose  of  stovaine  that  can  be  given  without 
fear  of  respiratory  paralysis  is  half  the  ordinary  capsule — 
that  is,  0.5  c.c.  of  the  solution  (0.05  gram  of  the  salt).  If 
the  anaesthesia  is  required  low  down  in  the  leg,  quite  a 
small  dose,  often  as  little  as  0.3  c.c,  of  the  solution  is 
sufficient.  With  even  less  than  the  full  amount  in  a  capsule 
— for  example,  0.6  c.c. — there  is  produced  very  often  suffi- 
cient intercostal  paralysis  to  hinder  respiration.  There  is 
a  good  deal  of  useful  information  in  Mr.  Dean's  paper,  which 
is  published  in  the  "  B.M.J.,"  1907,  869. 

Liquid  Air  in  Dermatology. 

It  seems  that  liquid  air  is  used  medicinally  in  the  United 
States.  The  "  Lancet  "  (1907.  II.,  724)  gives  an  abstract  of  a 
paper  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Whitehouse  on  the  subject.  He  says 
it  is  unnecessary  to  resort  to  liquid  air  for  the  production 
of  local  anaesthesia,  but  there  are  many  disorders  in  which 
better  results  may  be  obtained  with  liquid  air  than  with 
other  remedies,  particularly  in  pigmentary,  hairy,  and 
vascular  naevi,  angiomata,  lymphangioma  circumscriptum, 
lupus  erythematosus,  lupus  vulgaris,  and  epitheliomata. 
Dr.  Whitehouse  suggests  that  the  secret  of  success  with 
liquid  air  lies  in  the  technique.  The  cotton  swab  is 
applicable  to  all  conditions,  and  with  a  little  experience 
can  be  used  with  great  precision.  Pine  sticks  of  sufficient 
length  to  reach  the  bottom  of  a  Dewar  bulb,  and  so  shaped 
that  the  liquid  may  be  applied  in  any  quantity,  are  bound 
at  the  end  with  absorbent  cotton  to  form  a  flat,  round- 
pointed,  or  paddle-shaped  pad.  The  excess  of  liquid 
should  be  shaken  off  and  scabs  should  be  completely 
removed  from  all  lesions  to  be  treated,  a  thin  layer  of  gauze 
intervening  between  the  applicator  and  all  mucous  or 
denuded  surfaces,  otherwise  the  scab  will  freeze  fast. 
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WE  dealt  fully  last  week  with  the  chemical  monographs 
on  this  new  work.  Since  then  we  have  received  a  list 
of  errata,  which  is  appended.  It  may  be  useful  to  give 
some  historical  notes  on  the  work. 

In  the  preface  Dr.  W.  N.  Nagai,  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Japan  writes  as  follows  : 

The  first  and  the  second  edition  of  the  Japanese  Pharma- 
copoeia were  each  accompanied  by  an  official  Latin  transla- 
tion published  by  the  Government,  and  were  thus  intro- 
duced to  pharmaceutical  circles  abroad.  But  in  the  case 
of  this  third  edition,  the  usual  course  was  not  followed  by 
the  Government.  However,  the  necessity  in  the  foreign 
pharmaceutical  circles,  especially  among  those  engaged  in 
the  trade  of  medicinal  substances  and  also  in  their  manu- 
facture, of  knowing  the  contents  of  the  newly-revised 
Pharmacopoeia,  was  so  great  that  it  soon  became  clear  that 
its  translation  into  one  of  the  foreign  languages  should 
somehow  be  brought  about,  not  only  in  their  interest,  but 
also  for  the  benefit  of  our  country.  Hence  from  all  sides, 
both  official  and  private,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was 
persuaded  to  supply  this  want,  and  as  we  also  felt  the 
pressing  need  of  a  translation,  the  Council  of  our  Society 
resolved  in  July  before  last,  to  take  up  the  work,  and  have 
a  translation  made  into  English,  which  is,  at  present,  the 
language  most  generally  employed  in  the  foreign  inter- 
course of  our  country.  Consequently  we  asked  Professor  Etz 
Hori,  of  the  Dai  Ichi  Koto  Gakko  (the  First  National 
College),  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Publication  of  our  Society,  to  undertake  this  work  on 
behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  We  are  now  able  to 
lay  before  the  public  the  complete  English  translation  of 
the  newly-revised  third  edition  of  the  Japanese  Pharma- 
copoeia, and  it  will  give  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to 
our  Society  if  the  publication  of  this  translation  proves  to 
be  of  some  convenience  to  the  pharmaceutical  circles,  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

This  preface  is  followed  by  a  "historical  introduction," 
from  which  we  learn  that  the  establishment  of  the  Japanese 
Pharmacopoeia  is  due  to  Masayoshi  Matsukata,  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  who  submitted  his  project  in  October  1880. 
As  a  result,  in  January  1881  a  committee  was  formed,  with 
Mr.  Junjiro  Hosokawa,  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  as  Presi- 
dent. The  committee  consisted  of  Surgeon-General  Jun 
Matsumoto,  Surgeon-Lieutenant-General  Tsuna  Hayashi, 
Surgeon-General  Bunkwai  Totsuka,  Dr.  Jensai  Ikeda, 
(Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  Imperial  Court),  Sensai 
Nagayo  (Director  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau),  Hiizu  Miyake 
(Professor  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Tokyo  University), 
Kanehiro  Takaki  (Fleet  Surgeon,  I.J.N. ),  Tokwai  Nagam- 
atsu  (Apothecary-Colonel,  second  class),  Shokei  Shibata, 
Esq.,  Dr.  Eijkman  (professor  in  the  Tokyo  Pharmaceutical 
Laboratory),  Dr.  Geerts  (Professor  in  the  Yokohama 
Pharmaceutical  Laboratory),  Dr.  Baelz  (Professor  in  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine,  Tokyo  University),  Dr.  Langgaard, 
and  Dr.  Bcekema.  The  Pharmacopoeia  was  published  on 
July  7,  1886,  and  became  official  in  1887.  It  appears  that 
the  draft  of  this  first  edition  was  in  German. 

In  April  1888  a  revision  committee  was  appointed,  the 
members  of  which  were  :  five  professors  in  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Imperial  University — namely,  Dr.  W.  N.  Nagai, 
Dr.  Juntaro  Takahashi,  Dr.  Jun-ichiro  Chimoyama,  Dr. 
Keizo  Tamba,  Dr.  Seitoku  Kashimura,  and  four  chemical  ex- 
perts of  the  Home  Office — namely,  Seisuke  Tsujioka,  Yoshi- 
zumi  Tahara,  Koheida  Sakurai,  Koichi  Skimada,  and  Shokei 
Shibata  Esa.  The  second  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
prepared  by  these  gentlemen  was  published  on  January  1, 
1892,  and  embodied  1.500  changes  from  the  first  edition. 

It  was  not  until  March  1900  that  another  committee  of 
revision  was  appointed,  and  its  members  comprised  Surgeon- 
General  Viscount  Chutoku  Ishiguro.  Chairman;  Seitaro 
Kubato,  Director  of  the  Sanitary  Bureau,  Home  Office 
Secretary;  Dr.  W.  N.  Nagai,  Juntaro  Takahashi;  Dr.  Jun- 
ichiro Shimoyama ;  Dr.  Keizo  Tamba;  Surgeon-General 
Sosuke  Kimura,  Yoshizume  Takara,  chemical  expert ;  Keizo 
Ikeguchi,  chemical  expert;  Professor  Koichi  Shimada; 
Hirotake  Saito,  chemical  expert :  Professor  Tatsukichi 
Irisawa;  Surgeon-Colonel  Sieyu  Hirai;  Apothecary-Colonel 
Masunosuke   Hirayama;    Chief    Apothecary  Hidematsu 


Takahashi ;  Chief  Apothecary  Tadasu  Yamada ;  Assistant 
Professor  Tokichiro  Niwa,  and  Dr.  Tasuke  Sato. 

By  Wednesday's  Eastern  mail  we  received  the  subjoined 
notice  and  list  of  corrections,  which  refer  to  many  of  the- 
monographs,  abstracts  of  which  were  given  in  the  C.  db  D., 
October  26  : 

NOTICE. 

Neither  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Japan  nor  the  trans- 
lator is  responsible  for  any  loss,  damage,  or  controversy  which 
may  arise  either  from  any  misinterpretation  of  the  original 
Japanese  Pharmacopoeia  or  from  any  errors  which  may  occur 
in  the  printing. 
All  corrections  and  suggestions  will  be  thankfully  received. 

ERRATA. 
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Notes  on  the  Abstract  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Japonica. 

By  Howards  &  Sons,  Stratford. 

The  general  lines  followed  by  this  Pharmacopoeia  seem 
to  be  those  of  the  Ph.  Germ.  IV.,  but  the  severity  of  the 
standards  of  various  articles  differs  considerably,  often 
being  too  lenient  and  often  too  severe  for  ordinary  com- 
mercial requirements. 

The  wording,  taken  generally,  is  very  vague,  and  such 
expressions  as  "  no  change,"  when  speaking  of  tests  for 
metals  are  very  indefinite  and  unsatisfactory,  and  in  many 
cases  the  standard,  if  construed  in  its  strictest  sense,  is 
totally  unattainable.  As  an  example  of  this,  it  is  very 
doubtful  if  tartaric  acid  exists  which  could  not  be  said 
to  show  some  change  with  H,S  if  a  sufficient  depth  of  the 
solution  were  taken. 

The  principle  adopted  in  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia of  stating  approximate  quantities  to  be  used  for 
qualitative  tests  and  clearly  defining  the  reactions  which 


take  place  is  an  enormous  improvement  on  this  wording, 
which  is  generally  ambiguous  and  depends  so  largely  oo 
the  personal  interpretation  of  the  tests. 

In  going  carefully  through  the  summary  of  this  Pharma- 
copoeia, the  following  points  seem  to  stand  out  as  im- 
portant : 

Bismuth  Salts. — We  consider  that  the  amounts  of  Bi2Os. 
obtained  by  the  ignition-test  in  bismuthum  subcarbonicum, 
bismuthum  subgallicum,  and  bismuthum  salicylicum  are- 
all  too  low  a  standard,  there  being  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
paring commercial  articles  having  respectively  89  to  91  pe? 
cent.,  53  per  cent.,  and  64.5  per  cent,  of  Bi,03. 

Calcium  Phosphoricum  Precipitatum. — The  allowance 
for  moisture  given  here  is  very  large.  In  most  of  the  com- 
mercial samples  the  moisture  does  not  exceed  12  per  cent. 

Chininum  Bisulphuricum. — The  cinchonidine-test  given, 
here  is  totally  incomprehensible.  Possibly  this  may  be- 
due  to  a  misprint. 

Chininum  H  ydrochloricum. — In  this  case  the  test  of  the 
Pharm.  Germ.  IV.  has  been  adopted,  which  is  a  standard" 
absolutely  unattainable  for  an  ordinary  commercial  article, 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  commercial  quinine  has  eve? 
been  prepared  to  pass  this  test. 

Chininum  Sulphuricum. — The  cinchonidine-test  in  this- 
case  is  practicable  though  very  severe,  being  exactly  thati 
adopted  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia. 

Hydrargyrum  Oxidatum  Flavum. — In  this  case  no  de- 
pendable test  for  the  percentage  of  mercury  is  given. 

Hydrargyrum  Precipitatum  Album. — No  quantitative- 
test  for  mercury  is  given  here,  and  any  volatile  impurities 
such  as  ammonium  salts  would  not  be  detected. 

Kalium  Iodatum.- — The  quantitative  test  for  iodine  does 
not  seem  at  all  adequate  or  satisfactory. 

Liquor  Ferri  Sesquichlorati. — The  percentage  of  iron 
given  is  totally  incompatible  with  the  specific  gravity. 

Sodio  Kalium  Tartaricum. — We  do  not  think  that  the 
minimum  test  of  98  per  cent,  of  soda  tart,  is  sufficiently 
severe,  as  a  good  commercial  article  should  contain  con- 
siderably less  impurities  than  2  per  cent. 

Natrium  Benzoicum. — There  is  no  specific  test  given  for 
free  benzoic  acid. 

Natrium  Bicarbonicum. — The  test  for  monocarbonate  i3 
not  sufficiently  severe. 

Zincum  Valerianicum. — The  test  for  residue  on  ignition- 
of  30  per  cent,  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  it  is  an< 
anhydrous  salt.  If  the  salt  contains  two  molecules  of 
water  of  crystallisation  the  residue  should  be  26  to  27  pe? 
cent. 


Japanese  3ott1no$. 

(From  the  "C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Proprietaries  to  Manchuria. — A  Foreign  Office  report 
details  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  Japanese  packed  pro- 
prietaries exported  to  Ho-Ko-mon,  in  Southern  Manchuria, 
as  follows  : 


Article 

Packages 

Yen 

Seishintan   

1,200 

120 

Seikwaigan 

1,000 

100 

Hotan  ...   

60  J 

60 

Chojutan  ... 

1,000 

150 

Juitan 

700 

70 

Insect  powder  ... 

1,500 

130 

Daigaku  (eye  lotion)  

800 

80 

Genetsu  gan   

800 

160 

Seidokugan   

300 

150 

Seinogan  

300 

150 

Others   

1,500 

Packages  to  sell  at  10,  15,  and  20  sen  have  the  greatest 
demand.  The  exceptional  heat  in  Manchuria  during  the 
past  summer  has  created  a  greater  demand  for  Japanese 
medicines. 


Malaga  Exports. — Among  the  exports  from  Malaga  during 
1906  were:  Orange-peel,  265  tons  (1905,  470  tons);  olive  oil, 
2,090  tons  (1905,  14,449  tons)  ;  and  canary-seed,  595  tons  (1905, 
34  tons). 
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NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A MEETING  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British 
Branch  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Friday,  October  25,  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young  (President  of  the 
Society)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  full  muster  of  the  Execu- 
tive. 

Mr.  G.  Lunan  (Chairman  of  the  Executive),  on  behalf  of 
the  members,  extended  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  President. 

The  President,  in  reply,  said  Mr.  Lunan's  welcome  was 
distinctly  encouraging,  for  it  was  a  little  trying  and  im- 
pressive for  one  who  came  so  seldom  to  appear  among  them. 
There  were  some  points  on  which  they  might  differ  very 
greatly,  but  he  hoped  it  might  be  possible  for  them  to  have 
strong  opinions  and  yet  not  lessen  in  any  degree  the  regard 
they  had  for  each  other. 

Mr.  Lunan  then  referred  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Bellyse 
Baildon  and  Bailie  Richard  Clark,  and  the  members  agreed 
to  "  minute  "  their  sense  of  the  loss  they  had  sustained  by 
the  death  of  these  gentlemen  and  their  sympathy  with  the 
relatives. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
Mr.  Lunan  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  two  of  the  delegates 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Manchester,  gave  in 
their  report,  and  both  expressed  the  hope  that  Scottish 
pharmacists  would  give  moral  and  material  support  to  the 
people  in  Aberdeen,  where  the  Conference  is  to  be  held  next 
year. 

The  President,  as  a  Manchester  man,  expressed  pleasure 
at  the  appreciative  way  in  which  the  delegates  had  spoken 
of  the  Manchester  Conference.  He  was  on  the  Reception 
Committee,  but  had  been  unable  to  be  present  at  the  Con- 
ference. He  was  delighted  to  think  how  well  they  had 
done  without  him. 

The  Board  of  Examiners. 
The  Executive  went  into  committee  to  consider  the  recom- 
mendations which  had  been  made  for  the  appointment  of 
examiners  in  Scotland  for  1908,  copies  of  which  had  been 
sent  to  each  member.    On  resuming, 

Mr.  Doig  proposed  the  following  motion,  and,  in  doing  so, 
said  the  committee  had  done  their  utmost  to  select  men 
whom  they  thought  on  the  whole  most  suited  to  discharge 
the  important  duties  of  examiners  : 

That  Leonard  "Dobbin,  assistant  to  the  professor  of 
chemistry  and  lecturer  on  chemical  theory  and  history  of 
chemistry  and  on  agricultural  chemistry  in  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity ;  Jas.  Wm.  Helenus  Trail,  professor  of  botany, 
Aberdeen  University;  Peter  Boa,  Edinburgh;  Thos. 
Burrell,  Montrose;  Jonathan  Lines  Fraser,  Edinburgh; 
George  Lunan,  Edinburgh  ;  George  Fowlie  Merson,  Kilmar- 
nock ;  and  Jas.  Fowler  Tocher,  Peterhead,  be  nominated 
for  election  by  the  Council  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  in  Scotland  for  the  year  1908. 

This  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  Messrs.  Burrell,  Lunan, 
and  Tocher  are  new  members. 

Divisional  Secretaries. 
The  Assistant  Secretary,  in  giving  in  the  report  on 
local  organisation,  stated  that  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Executive  in  June  to  send  a  communication  to  every 
member  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  on  the  subject,  and  to 
invite  suggestions,  had  been  carried  out.  Replies  had  been 
received  from  thirty-seven  out  of  sixty-one  divisions.  The 
general  result  was  that  all  the  Divisional  Secretaries  pre- 
sently in  office  were  suggested  for  re-nomination,  with  a 
few  exceptions.  A  re-allocation  of  the  counties  of  Aberdeen 
and  Banff  was  proposed  by  the  creation  of  a  new  division, 
to  be  called  the  West  Aberdeen  South  Division,  with  Mr. 
J.  R.  Reith,  Cults,  as  Divisional  Secretary.  For  the  county 
of  Ayr  it  was  suggested  that  a  member  in  Kilmarnock  would 
be  more  conveniently  situated  to  overtake  the  work,  and 
Mr.  David  McNay,  Kilmarnock,  was  nominated.  In 
Dumfries  Mr.  William  Allan  had  intimated  his  desire  to 
retire,  and  the  members  in  that  division  nominated  Mr. 
Jas.  Reid  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Naysmith,  Arbroath,  had 
also  resigned  in  the  division  of  Forfar,  and  Mr.  J.  S. 


Whyte  was  nominated.  In  Kirkcudbright  Mr.  Andrew 
Veitch,  Castle  Douglas,  had  given  up  pharmacy  for  den- 
tistry, and  the  division  nominated  Mr.  John  Barr,  who  had 
taken  over  Mr.  Veitch's  business.  It  was  further  reported 
that  among  various  suggestions  contained  in  the  corre- 
spondence there  was  a  proposal  that  the  term  of  office  of 
Divisional  Secretary  should  be  limited  to  three  years  in 
towns  and  five  years  in  the  country  districts,  in  order  to 
widen  interest  by  giving  a  larger  number  of  members  an 
opportunity  of  coming  in  contact  with  the  work  of  the 
Society.  Other  suggestions  had  reference  to  the  disjunction 
of  towns  distant  from  the  centre  and  linking  them  to  a 
more  convenient  centre,  and  for  the  creation  of  another 
division  in  Fifeshire  and  in  Leith. 

A  discussion  ensued  on  the  various  suggestions,  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lunan, 
given  to  Messrs.  Allan.  Veitch,  Meldrum,  and  Naysmith  for 
their  services  as  Divisional  Secretaries. 

District  Meetings. 
The  A  ssistant  Secretary,  dealing  further  with  the  corre- 
spondence on  local  organisation,  said  the  importance  had 
been  very  generally  urged  of  holding  district  meetings  of 
registered  chemists  in  Scotland,  and  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Maud,  Aberdeen,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  and  Inverness  had  been 
suggested  as  centres.  He  reported  fully  on  the  matter.  After 
remarks  by  the  President  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive, Mr.  Giles  moved  that  the  report  be  remitted  to  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  which  Mr.  Doig  seconded, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Evening  Meetings. 
The  Assistant  Secretary  intimated  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Schafer,  professor  of  physiology  in  Edin- 
burgh University,  stating  that  he  would  deliver  the 
inaugural  address  at  the  opening  evening  meeting  for  the 
winter  session  on  *the  third  Wednesday  of  November.  The 
subject  would  be  "The  Physiological  Effects  of  Animal 
Extracts." 

Mr.  Lunan  thought  they  might  congratulate  themselves 
in  being  so  fortunate  as  to  get,  through  Mr.  Hill,  such  an 
eminent  gentleman  to  inaugurate  the  session.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  a  large  attendance  of  members  on  that  occasion. 

The  President  emphasised  what  Mr.  Lunan  had  said, 
and  added  that  there  was  nothing  more  discouraging  than 
to  get  an  eminent  man  to  deliver  an  address  and  to  find  that 
there  was  a  small  attendance  to  hear  him. 

Disciplinary  Powers. 
The  President  then  called  upon  Mr.  Glass  to  speak  to  the 
following  resolution,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  : 

That  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  endeavour  to  obtain 
disciplinary  powers  so  that  it  may  erase  from  the  register 
or  otherwise  deal  with  registered  chemists  who  may  be 
guilty  of  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional  respect. 

Mr.  Glass  asked  permission  to  postpone  the  discussion 
of  this  resolution  till  the  next  meeting,  as  it  would  take 
more  time  than  was  available  that  day.    This  was  agreed  to. 

The  President  remarked  that  he  would  be  delighted  if 
they  could  manage  to  get  disciplinary  powers  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  Everyone,  he  thought,  desired  it.  and 
they  in  London  felt  it  was  quite  time  they  had  moved  in 
that  direction. 

C.-B.  and  the  Bill. 
With  the  meeting  in  committee,  Mr.  David  Gilmour 
gave  an  account  of  an  interview  he  had  had  with  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  on  the  Tuesday  previous  as  to  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Bill,  which  the  meet- 
ing regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  Title  "  Pharmacist." 
The  Assistant  Secretary  read  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon,  Edinburgh,  in  regard  to 
the  present  unsatisfactory  interpretation  of  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  of  1852  and  1868,  and  asking  the  Executive  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration,  with  the  view  to  taking  steps 
to  place  it  on  a  more  satisfactory  legal  foundation.  He 
pointed  out  that  although  registered  chemists  are  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  they  are  not  allowed  to  use 
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the  title  "  pharmacist."  According  to  Section  1  of  the  1868 
Act,  every  registered  chemist  is  permitted  to  use  that  title, 
but  apparently  by  Section  15  of  the  same  Act  he  is  for- 
bidden to  use  it.  As  the  title  "  pharmacist "  only  came  into 
existence  with  the  1868  Act,  he  thought  it  had  really  been 
intended  that  all  chemists  should  use  the  title. 

The  President  said  that  many  cases  had  occurred  in 
London,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any  of  them  had  been 
carried  to  appeal.  They  had  invariably  prosecuted  and 
obtained  a  conviction.  The  Society  would  prosecute  such  a 
case  if  it  were  taken  to  a  higher  Court,  and  he  thought  they 
would  be  justified  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  after  commenting  upon  Mr. 
McCutcheon's  letter,  was  of  opinion  that  there  is  a  growing 
desire  that  this  title  should  be  extended  to  all  registered 
men. 

The  President  :  It  is  invariably  the  desire  of  those  who 
cannot  pass  the  Major  examination. 

Mr.  Lunan  thought  the  time  had  come  when  the  title 
"pharmacist"  should  be  extended  to  the  men  who  passed 
the  Minor  examination,  because  they  are  quite  entitled  to 
it,  and  it  is  correctly  descriptive  of  them.  He  suggested 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  next  Executive,  and  then  report  to 
the  Council  in  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  Forret  said  Mr.  McCutcheon  calls  his  place  of 
business  "  McCutcheon's  Pharmacy,"  although  there  is  no 
pharmacist  there,  and  added  that  there  is  a  distinct  am- 
biguity about  the  use  of  the  word  "pharmacist"  in  the 
Act.  One  section  seemed  to  give  the  title  to  the  registered 
chemist,  and  the  other  seemed  to  take  it  away. 

The  President  :  That  is  to  say,  you  select  Section  1  as 
being  law  ;  I  would  take  Section  15.  We  have  no  decision 
to  enable  us  to  maintain  which  is  right. 

Mr.  Forret  :  I  say  Section  1  gives  him  permission  to 
use  the  title,  and  Section  15  takes  away  that  title.  The 
two  terms  "pharmaceutical  chemist"  and  "pharmacy" 
appear  in  the  1852  Act,  but  "  pharmacist "  does  not  appear 
there. 

Mr.  Dott  :  As  far  as  the  original  Act  goes,  the  man  is  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Mr.  Anderson  Russell  held  that  it  was  for  the  Council 
to  deal  with  the  legal  aspect  of  the  question._  With  regard 
to  the  academic  question,  there  was  a  distinct  feeling 
throughout  the  country  that,  apart  altogether  from  the  legal 
question,  the  term  "pharmacist"  should  be  applied  to  the 
person  who  is  de  facto  a  pharmacist. 

It  was  agreed  to  remit  the  matter  to  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee.    This  was  all  the  public  business. 


practical  motea  ano  jformulfe. 


Castor-oil  Emulsion. 

M.  Bourdier,  in  a  note  in  "  Journ.  Phar.  et  Chim.,"  re- 
commends the  following  as  a  good  way  to  emulsify  castor 
oil  : 

Medicinal  powdered  soap      ...     2  grams 

Castor  oil   80  grams 

Distilled  water    20  grams 

Mix  the  soap  with  the  oil,  adding  a  little  oil  at  a  time,  pour 
in  all  the  water,  and  stir  gently  for  some  minutes. 
A  splendid  creamy  emulsion,  white  and  firm,  is  thus 
obtained.  It  can  be  kept  for  several  months.  The  emul- 
sion contains  80  per  cent,  of  oil.  It  can  be  flavoured  to 
taste  with  a  few  drops  of  peppermint,  aniseed,  bitter 
almonds,  etc.,  and,  if  necessary,  a  little  saccharin  may  be 
added. 

Starch  for  the  Laundry. 

In  a  discussion  on  a  paper  on  starch  manufacture  by  Mr. 
William  Somerville,  read  before  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  of  Victoria  in  August,  some  interesting  informa- 
tion concerning  laundry  starch  was  given.  A  mixture  of 
4  parts  of  starch  and  1  of  borax  is  difficult  to  iron  with, 
but  gives  good  results.  Tri-borate  is  better  than  bi-borate, 
and  is  easily  made  by  mixing  borax  and  boric  acid  in  the 
proper  proportions.    The  union  is  complete  in  a  day  or 


two,  being  accompanied  by  a  loss  of  weight  equal  to  the 
two  molecules  of  water  in  the  acid.  In  twelve  samples  of 
starch  purchased  in  the  shbps  in  the  usual  way  one  con- 
tained 10  per  cent,  of  borax,  one  was  quite  free  from  acid 
or  alkali,  and  ten  contained  appreciable  quantities  of 
caustic  soda.  Colman's  rice  starch  and  Paisley  cornflour 
are  pure,  and  can  be  used  for  pharmaceutical  or  analytical 
purposes. 


Cbcmical  Society. 


THE  first  meeting  of  the  new  session  was  held  at  Burling- 
ton House  on  Thursday,  October  24,  Sir  William 
Ramsay  in  the  chair.  After  the  reading  of  the  minutes, 
the  President  referred  to  the  numerous  losses  the  Society 
had  sustained  during  the  vacation,  mentioning  the  deaths 
of  Dr.  Dupre,  Dr.  John  Clark,  and  Mr.  Page.  He  then 
read  the  text  of  the  address  which  was  presented  by  Dr. 
Horace  Brown,  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  to  the  Geological 
Society  of  London  on  the  occasion  of  its  recent  centenary 
celebrations.  The  address  drew  attention  to  the  close 
connection  which  exists  between  geology  and  chemistry, 
which  is  strikingly  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  the  two 
Societies  have  always  had  numerous  members  in  common. 
It  may  be  added  that  their  homes  are  in  the  same  wing  of 
Burlington  House.  A  long  list  of  papers  was  down  for 
reading,  but  none  of  them  were  of  much  interest  pharma- 
ceutically.    The  first  was  a  contribution  to  the 

Quinonoid  Theory  of  Colour, 
by  Professor  Green  and  Mr.  King,  who  have  prepared  a 
series  of  esters  of  the  acids  of  which  phenol-  and  quinol- 
phthalein  are  the  anhydrides.  These  esters  are  coloured, 
and  consequently  it  is  probable  that  the  red  substance 
formed  when  an  alkali  is  added  to  phenolphthalein  is  the 
alkali  salt  of  the  corresponding  acid,  and  not  merely  a 
coloured  ion,  as  the  opponents  of  the  quinonoid  theory  have 
assumed.  Constitutional  formulas  in  harmony  with  this 
view  have  been  assigned  by  the  authors  to  the  series  of 
phthaleins.  As  is  usual  with  communications  on  colour 
theories,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  on  this  paper 
by  such  experts  as  Dr.  Hewitt,  Mr.  Baly,  and  others  who 
are  at  work  on  the  subject.  Dr.  Wilsmore  then  com- 
municated a  paper  on 

Ketene, 

which  he  obtained,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Stewart,  by 
the  action  of  a  strongly  heated  platinum  wire  on  acetic 
acid  and  other  substances  containing  the  CO.CH,  group. 
It  has  the  formula  CH...CO. ,  and  is  a  gas  with  an  unpleasant 
odour,  recalling  that  of  acetic  anhydride,  which  it  some- 
what resembles  in  its  activities.  Apart  from  its  theo- 
retical interest  it  may  prove  of  value  in  practical  organic 
chemistry,  since  it  can  be  used  for  acetylation ;  thus  it 
gives  rise  to  acetanilide  immediately  in  presence  of  aniline. 

The  Last  Two  Papers 

were  read  by  Dr.  Norman  Collie.  The  first,  which  was 
communicated  in  collaboration  with  Mr.  Chrystall,  de- 
scribed some  complex  orcinol  derivatives  produced  very 
simply  by  the  action  of  heat  on  ethyl  acetoacetate.  The 
second  was  a  theoretical  paper,  which  called  attention  to 
the  ease  with  which  the  ketide  group  CH2.CO.  can  be  used 
in  the  synthesis  of  naturally  occurring  substances.  Thus 
with  dehydracetic  acid  it  is  easy  by  means  of  a  simple 
series  of  reactions  to  produce  a  number  of  derivatives  of 
pyrone,  pyridine,  and  orcinol,  closely  allied  to  those  found 
in  plants.  Dr.  Collie,  however,  did  not  venture  to  suggest 
that  this  is  how  these  products  originate  naturally,  and 
he  seemed  to  think  that  this  series  of  reactions  is  merely 
an  interesting  laboratory  parallel.  There  was  a  little 
passage  of  arms  between  Dr.  Forster  and  Dr.  Collie  over 
the  question  whether  the  latter  was  correct  in  applying  the 
term  polyketide  not  only  to  substances  containing  the 
CH„. CO  group,  but  to  various  products  obtained  by  their 
decomposition,  and  Dr.  Collie  accepted  the  Senior  Secre- 
tary's view  that  this  use  is  too  comprehensive,  and  that 
the  condensation  products  should  be  called  "  polyketide 
derivatives."  ,.  . 
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Winter  Session  of  Chemists'  associations. 


CANNON  STREET  ECLOGUES. 

Of  the  wind  on  the  moor,  or  the  song  in  the  trees, 
Of  the  rose  of  the  dawn,  or  the  sigh  of  the  breeze, 
We  may  sing  not  of  these; 
But  of  wisdom  that's  drowned  in  the  Sessional  seas, 
Of  the  Tale  that  is  hushed,  or  political  loheeze, 
We  may  sing  you  of  these. 


Homer  Nods. 
When  Winter  Session  eloquence 

O'erwhelms  with  periods  brisk  and  breezy, 
To  leisure  we  make  small  pretence, 

The  more  so  if  a  Japanesy 
And  very  useful  work  absorb 

The  whole  of  our  unclaimed  attention  ; 
'Tis  then  that  nightmare  dreams  perturb, 

And  we  awake  with  apprehension. 

'Tis  then  we  view  with  dread  of  dool, 

The  pages  of  our  treasured  weekly ; 
And  "  Huddersfield  "  for  "Hartlepool," 

Betrayed  one  nod ;  we  own  it  meekly. 
And  when  another  met  our  view, 

We  eyed  it  with  a  wry  and  worn  mouth ; 
'Tis  funny  (but  it's  likewise  true), 

That  "British"  should  be  passed  for  "Bournemouth." 
Your  kind  indulgence  prithee  give 

To  harassed  editorial  persons, 
You  little  know  the  life  we  live, 

Pursued  by  Martyrs,  Macks,  and  Mersons. 
Kind  Hartlepool  your  grace  extend, 

Our  amour  propre  is  sorely  prodded  ; 
And  Bournemouth  !  treat  us  as  a  friend, 

And  say,  "  No  wonder  Homer  nodded." 


Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  was  held 
.at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Stockton,  on  the  evening  of  October  23, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Coltman,  retiring  President,  in  the  chair. 
About  a  dozen  members  were  present.  The  following 
officers  were  appointed  :  President,  Mr.  T.  Brayshay 
'(Stockton);  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson;  Secre- 
taries, Messrs.  W.  T.  Coltman  and  J.  Gregory;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  W.  R.  Brackenbury;  and  auditor,  Mr.  Ellison.  The 
retiring  President  was  thanked  for  the  hearty  way  in  which 
he  had  worked  for  the  Association.  For  Messrs.  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co.'s  prize  of  Remington's  "  Phar- 
macy," the  essay  subject  chosen  was  "The  Future  of 
Pharmacy  in  Manufacturing  Districts." 


N.E.  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association. 

The  Committee  responsible  for  the  winter  session  syllabus 
have  combined  entertainment  with  instruction.  The  season 
will  open  on  November  14  with  a  whist-drive,  to  which 
ladies  will  be  invited.  On  December  12  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley, 
of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  will  give  a  lecture;  J 
the  new  year  will  open  with  a  second  whist-drive  at  Darwen, 
to  cater  for  that  section  of  the  Association;  and  following 
the  customary  dance  will  be  the  annual  dinner.  On 
February  27  the  night  is  set  apart  for  a  general  discussion 
on  the  part  of  the  members  on  the  Preparations  contained 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  will  lecture  on  J 
Bacteria,  with  lime-light  illustrations,  on  March  12;  on 
the  26th  of  the  same  month  there  will  be  a  whist-drive  in 
Birmingham;  and  in  April  a  member  of  the  Association, 
probably  Mr.  Hindle,  will  be  invited  to  lecture. 


Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening  under 
the  Presidency  of  Mr.  Weston  Aplin. 

Reports. — The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd) 
presented  the  annual  report,  and  the  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr. 
J.  Harris)  the  financial  statement,  which  showed  a  small 
credit  balance  in  hand.  Both  were  regarded  as  satisfactory, 
and  were  unanimously  adopted. 


Office-bearers. — Mr.  T.  C.  Milton  proposed  that  Mr.  J. 
Harris  be  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
acknowledged  the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the 
Association  as  Hon.  Treasurer.  The  Chairman  seconded 
the  resolution,  which  was  carried  with  acclamation.  Mr. 
Harris,  having  taken  the  chair,  thanked  the  members.  Mr. 
I  Aplin  was  elected  Vice-President.  Mr.  Cecil  R.  M.  Clapp 
was  re-elected  Hon.  Solicitor,  and  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd 
Hon.  Secretary.  Mr.  David  Reid  was  nominated  as 
Divisional  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

New  Edition  of  Pharmacopoeia. — The  opinion  was 
strongly  expressed  that  in  the  new  edition  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  as  few  alterations  as  possible  should  be  made 
in  the  strength  of  potent  preparations,  as  the  drastic  altera- 
tions made  in  the  tincture  of  chloroform  and  morphine  and 
tincture  of  nux  vomica  had  led  to  considerable  confusion, 
and  even  now,  after  an  interval  of  some  nine  years,  were 
not  thoroughly  understood  by  the  medical  profession.  The 
opinion  was  also  expressed  that  the  concentrated  solutions 
with  the  strength  1  in  10  had  been  found  to  be  totally  use- 
less, and  should  not  be  included  in  the  future  edition. 

Benevolent  Fund  Election. — A  letter  from  the  Sunder- 
land Chemists'  Association  was  read,  and  it  was  considered 
advisable,  after  some  discussion,  that  the  Association 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  induce  all  the  members  to  vote 
1  for  a  selected  candidate,  and  it  was  decided  to  recommend 
this  time  the  candidature  of  Mrs.  Martha  Long,  of  Croydon, 
as  her  late  husband  had  been  a  subscriber  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  for  no  less  than  fifty  years,  and  it  was  thought  that 
precedence  should  be  given  to  subscribers  or  their  widows. 

Other  Business. — The  subject  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Codex  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  and  it 
was  decided  that  a  pamphlet  be  drawn  up  embodying  par- 
ticulars of  the  principal  preparations  and  be  sent  in  the 
name  of  the  Association,  with  a  letter,  to  the  medical  men 
of  the  city. — With  regard  to  the  offer  of  Messrs,  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  to  provide  a  prize  to  be  awarded  for  com- 
petition among  the  assistants  and  apprentices  of  the  city, 
the  President,  Hon.  Secretary,  and  Mr.  David  Reid  were 
asked  to  make  arrangements  for  this  at  an  early  date,  and 
to  request  Mr.  Tickle  to  act  with  them  in  adjudicating  on 
the  work.  It  was  decided  to  send  a  delegate  from  the  Asso- 
ciation to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  meeting  at  Bristol. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  George  Hotel.  Bradford,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  October  29,  Mr.  H.  R.  Jackson  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair. 

A  Doctor  and  a  "  Patent." — The  Secretary  (Mr.  M. 
Firth)  reported  the  acknowledgment  by  the  General 
Medical  Council  of  the  receipt  of  his  complaint  on  behalf 
of  the  Association  of  the  testimonial  given  by  a  medical 
gentleman  in  support  of  a  proprietary  article.  The  Council 
stated  that  a  complaint  must  be  made  in  the  form  of  a 
statutory  declaration.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
reply  expressing  i-egret  that  the  General  Medical  Council 
put  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  complaint  which  was  made 
on  general  principles  and  was  not  in  any  sense  of  a  personal 
character. 

Federation  Meeting  in  London. — After  some  conversa- 
tion it  was  decided  that  the  President  should  attend  a  forth- 
coming meeting  of  the  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciations to  be  held  in  London. 

The  President  was  elected  representative  of  the  Council 
on  the  Chamber  of  Traders. 

Easton's  Tabloids  Case.— The  Secretary  drew  attention 
to  the  case  of  Boot  v.  Robinson,  and  said  that  the  proba- 
bility of  this  prosecution  must  have  been  known  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  or  else  they  were  not  in  touch  with  the 
trade.  It  had  been  the  custom  of  some  people  for  years  to 
suooly  small  quantities  of  poisons  in  Part  1  of  the  schedule 
without  signing,  and  there  was  no  possible  doubt  that  the 
stores  had  been  doing  it  for  a  long  time.  If  the  Society 
knew  what  was  going  on  they  should  have  issued  a  notice 
of  some  kind.  He  also  complained  that  in  a  case  of  in- 
fringement which  he  had  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Society  nothing  had  been  clone,  and  suggested  that  medicines 
containing  small  quantities  of  potent  poisons  should  be  put 
in  Part  2.  Messrs.  Hanson  and  Newboult  also  spoke,  and 
Mr.  Firth  said  the  chemists  of  the  country  would  not  have 
been  subjected  to  the  humiliation  of  this  prosecution  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  been  alive  to  their  duties.  Mr. 
Hanson  said  the  position  is  quite  simple.  While  the  law  is 
as  it  is  there  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  comply.  Mr.  D.  S. 
Priestley  suggested  that  everything  that  came  into  the  shop 
should  be  marked  with  a  small  label  either  Part  1  or  Part  2. 

The  Secretary  described  a  card  system  for  keeping  pre- 
scriptions which  he  uses. 


Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on 
Wednesday,  October  30,  Mr.  J.  Reynolds,  Vice-President, 
in  the  chair. 

The  Federation. — The  Association  was  invited  to  send  a 
delegate  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  G.P.C.  at  St.  Bride  In- 
stitute, London,  on  November  5,  at  fwelve  noon.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bellamy  complained  of  the  absurd  time  at  which  the  meeting 
was  called,  and  this  led  to  some  discussion  as  to  whether  it  is 
worth  while  continuing  support  to  the  Federation.  Mr. 
Jabez  A.  Jones  said  it  is  not  likely  to  do  much  good  unless  it 
is  heartily  supported,  and  he  moved  that  they  send  a  dele- 
gate. This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  and  was 
carried,  Messrs.  R.  Mumford  and  A.  Hagon  being  ap- 
pointed delegates. 

Divisional  Secretaries. — As  Mr.  W.  R.  Hopkins,  of 
Barry,  desires  to  retire,  Mr.  Blake  Benjamin,  of  Penarth, 
was  nominated  to  succeed  him  for  South  Glamorgan,  and 
Mr.  Harries  was  renominated  for  Cardiff. 

Remington's  "Pharmacy." — The  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  D. 
Jenkins)  stated  that  only  four  junior  members  desire  to 
compete  for  the  Remington's  "Pharmacy"  presented  by 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  and  as  this  number  fell 
short  of  that  fixed  upon  by  the  Association,  it  was  decided  to 
take  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Association  Work. — Mr.  A.  Hagon  suggested  that 
members  should  read  papers  on  definite  subjects  at  the 
meetings,  so  as  to  make  the  gatherings  of  the  Association 
more  interesting  and  profitable.  It  was  decided  to  have  a 
whist-drive  on  Wednesday,  November  20,  and  Messrs.  H.  A. 
Gerhold,  A.  J.  Bellamy,  £.  Poole,  together  with  the  Secre- 
tary, were  appointed  a  committee  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements. 

Several  congratulatory  speeches  were  made  in  favour  of 
the  re-election  of  Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  and  a  resolution  in  support  of  his  candidature 
for  the  Rooth  Ward  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Bellamy  gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  altering  the  date  of  the  annual  meeting  to 
October,  instead  of  having  it  in  November. 


Thames  Valley  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  present  session  was  held  at  the 
Kingston  Hotel,  Kingston-on-Thames,  on  Wednesday, 
October  30.  The  new  President,  Mr.  J.  Parrott  (Rich- 
mond) was  in  the  chair,  and  also  present  were  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock,  Clement,  Palmer,  Higgs,  Blanch- 
ford,  Turner,  Barrett,  Proctor,  Neathercoat,  Windemer, 
etc.,  and  W.  Peake  (Secretary).  The  President  in  his  ad- 
dress welcomed  the  members,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  they 
would  give  him  their  support  during  his  year  of  office. 
He  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  ex-President,  Mr.  Wool- 
cock,  for  his  services  during  his  year  of  office,  congratulat- 
ing him  upon  his  having  recently  passed  the  Major 
examination. 

The  following  Divisional  Secretaries  were  nominated  : 
Kingston  division,  Mr.  J.  Parrott,  Brentford,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Palmer,  Wimbledon,  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Bowen. 

Br  itish  Pharmaceutical  Codex. — Mr.  W7oolcock  read  a 
paper  on  this  subject,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  is  often  behind  the  times  as  it  is 
published  only  every  ten  or  twelve  years.  He  described 
how  the  B.  P.  Codex  had  originated,  and  as  instances  of 
its  utility  mentioned  (1)  the  formula  for  toilet  vinegar  ; 
(2)  in  dispensing,  if  out-of-the-way  salts  were  required, 
a  good  and  easy  way  of  making  them  is  given  in  it — e.g., 
calcium  iodide;  and  (3)  collodium  acetonum,  which  is 


particularly  good  and  useful.  Other  instances  were  given, 
and  the  President  initiated  a  discussion,  in  which  Mr. 
Neathercoat  (Weybridge),  Mr.  Palmer  (Twickenham), 
and  Mr.  Higgs  took  part.  Mr.  Woolcock  replied  in  his 
usual  able  way  to  the  criticism  that  had  been  made,  stating 
that  many  of  the  suggestions  would  doubtless  be  carried 
out  in  the  next  edition.  Mr.  Procter,  Secretary  Western 
Chemists'  Association  of  London,  mentioned  that  the 
Western  Association  is  to  discuss  the  Codex  in  March  1908, 
Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale  and  Mr.  E.  White,  B.Sc,  taking  part 
in  it.  Mr.  C.  J.  Palmer  suggested  that  it  would  be  very 
advantageous  if  the  various  Associations  would  meet  one 
another  at  times  for  discussing  various  business  topics. 
Mr.  Procter  stated  he  would  report  that  recommendation 
to  his  Association. 

Future  Arrangements. — At  the  meeting  in  Kingston, 
on  November  27,  Messrs.  Bowen,  Turner,  Barnett,  and  R. 
Blanchford  will  read  ten  minutes'  papers  on  topical 
subjects.  The  first  whist-drive  of  the  season  is  fixed  for 
Wednesday,  December  4,  at  Richmond. 

Notts  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Mikado 
Cafe  on  Wednesday  evening,  October  30,  Mr.  Richard  Fitz- 
hugh,  J. P.  (President),  in  the  chair.  There  were  also 
present  Messrs.  C.  A.  Bolton,  A.  Middleton,  T.  Wilson, 
W.  Meakin,  K.  Nixon  (Key worth),  H.  Brown,  T.  R. 
Rayson,  A.  A.  Turton,  J.  Gill  (Secretary),  C.  F.  Carr 
(Vice-President),  D.  Ellis,  Thos.  Freeman,  F.  Ross  Ser- 
geant, S.  Royce,  H.  Middleton,  T.  Smith,  A.  A.  Ringer, 
H.  C.  Prince,  W.  A.  Burnage,  W.  Stewart  Adamson,  and 
E.  Beilby. 

Uniformity  in  the  Sale  of  Poisons. — Mr.  E.  C.  Carr 
read  a  paper  on  this  subject,  in  which  he  said  that  the  first 
reason  why  the  Poisons  Act  should  be  carried  out  to  the 
letter  is  that  it  is  the  law,  and  that,  therefore,  as  law- 
abiding  and  self-respecting  citizens,  the  members  of  the 
craft  are  in  duty  bound  to  observe  the  several  provisions 
of  the  Act,  just  as  they  comply  with  those  under  which  they 
become  pharmaceutical  chemists  or  chemists  and  druggists. 
There  is  also  the  point  of  view  to  be  considered  that  the 
Privy  Council,  having  by  letter  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
Society  to  the  laxity  which  had  been  shown  in  the  sale  of 
Easton's  syrup  and  such  preparations,  it  is  entirely  likely 
that  the  Society  would  be  compelled,  as  the  body  to  whom 
Parliament  had  committed  the  working  of  the  Act,  to  put 
into  force  its  provisions  against  all  persons  who  offend, 
including  even  their  own  members.  A  few  penalties  would 
go  further  than  anything  else  in  persuading  them  that  to 
carry  out  the  Act  is  the  wiser  policy.  The  second  reason  he 
gave  was  that  it  conduces  to  the  safety  of  the  public;  and, 
thirdly,  chemists  have  been  made  familiar  lately  with  the 
demand  for  recognition.  Examination  has  become  more 
and  more  difficult,  necessitating  an  education  more  and 
more  professional  in  its  character.  At  the  same  time  the 
business,  instead  of  being  lifted  into  a  profession,  is  rapidly 
becoming  lower  in  its  status  than  before.  He  suggested  that 
the  more  care  chemists  exercise  in  the  distribution  of 
poisons,  the  more  will  the  public  realise  that  they  are  experi- 
enced in  that  direction,  and  will  respect  them  proportion- 
ately. They  could  not  expect  the  Privy  Council  to  add 
articles  to  the  schedule  unless  it  is  shown  that  the  pro- 
visions relating  to  poisons  already  scheduled  have  been  pro- 
perly carried  out  by  chemists. — A  discussion  followed,  in 
which  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Beilby,  Bolton,  Freeman,  Adam- 
son,  Middleton,  and  Gill  took  part. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Burnage  was  duly  nominated  as  a  member  of 
the  Association.  Mr.  C.  F.  Carr  (Vice-President)  reported 
having  attended  the  conference  convened  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  London,  W.,  on  October  24.  The  President  (Mr. 
W.  G.  Northey)  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  A.  N.  Smith  read 
a  paper  on  the 

U.S.A.  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
which  came  into  force  on  January  1,  1907.    At  the  outsefc 
he  briefly  referred,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  to  the 
British  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875,  and  to  the  regulations 


698 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  2,  1907 


which  are  in  force  in  Continental  countries  and  the  Colonies 
regarding  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations. 
Mr.  Smith  then  referred  to  the  "colossal"  nature  of  the 
U.S.A.  Act,  compared  with  which,  he  said,  the  similar  Acts 
of  other  countries  are  insignificant.  He  proceeded  to  define 
the  scope  of  the  Act,  dealing  only  with  the  Drug  Section. 
The  definition  of  the  word  "  drug  "  brings  such  preparations 
as  face  creams  and  lotions  and  tooth-washes  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act  if  used  for  the  cure  or  prevention  of 
disease.  The  standards  set  up  in  the  U.S.A. — viz.,  the 
U  S.P.  and  National  Formulary — came  in  for  criticism, 
and  many  existing  anomalies  were  pointed  out.  Prepara- 
tions with  official  names,  however,  need  not  conform  to  the 
standard,  "  provided  their  strength,  purity,  etc.,  are  clearly 
stated  on  the  label."  In  other  words,  they  must  conform 
to  their  own  standard,  which  must  be  quoted — e.g.,  tinct. 
strophanthus  means  U.S. P.  1  in  10,  unless  some  other  stan- 
dard such  as  1  in  40  (B.P.)  is  stated.  The  Act  has  laid 
down  stringent  regulations  dealing  with  adulterations  : 
Preservatives  are  not  alloved. 

Colours  and  flavours  may  not  be  used  to  increase  weight 
or  bulk  of  a  blend  (maximum  quantity  1  in  800). 

Imitations  must  be  clearly  stated  as  such  on  the  labels — 
e.g.,  oil  of  red  thyme  sold  for  oil  of  origanum  must  be 
labelled  "  Imitation." 

Mis-branding  is  severely  dealt  with,  and  any  failure  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  pertaining  to  the  description 
of  a  drug  by  the  label  comes  under  this  heading. 
Special  rules  apply  to  the  principal  label,  which  appears  on 
the  face  of  the  package,  and  must  be  in  English.  It 
must  quote — 

The  name  of  the  substance. 

Percentage  of  alcohol  and  proportion  of  narcotic. 
Name  of  manufacturer  and  place  of  manufacture  (if 
given). 

Other  extraneous  matter,  descriptive  or  otherwise. 
The  matter  must  also  be  printed  in  type  of  a  definite  size 
and  set  up  in  a  prescribed  order.  This  information  must 
appear  on  bottle  or  box,  carton,  and  also  outer,  if  one  is 
used.  In  preparations  containing  alcohol  or  narcotics  the 
strength  must  appear  immediately  below  the  title  and  be 
expressed  in  percentage  of  finished  product  or  grains  per  oz., 
minims  per  fluid  oz.,  etc.,  respectively.  This  applies 
to  pills,  powders,  cachets,  etc.,  so  that  if  a  dozen  powders 
containing  acetanilide  are  dispensed  the  label  must  show 
the  number  of  grains  of  acetanilide  per  oz.  Physicians' 
prescriptions  are  not  exempt,  the  only  concession  being 
that  the  narcotic-content  may  be  written  instead  of  printed. 
Dispensing  medical  men  are  likewise  not  exempt  unless 
they  can  prove  that  no  charge  is  made  for  medicine. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Messrs.  Latreille, 
Deane,  Thompson,  and  Crcssley-Holland  took  part,  the 
latter  referring  to  many  points  which  would  come  under 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  in  England.  Mr.  Smith  having 
replied,  Mr.  Crossley-Holland  gave  a  brief  but  instructive 
description  of  the  petrol-engine  as  applied  to  locomotion. 


Smoking=concert. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  October  30,  the  members  of  the 
Hull  and  District  Chemists'  Association  and  their  friends 
met  in  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  Hull,  when  Mr.  A.  Richardson 
presided  over  a  large  company,  the  occasion  being  a  smoking- 
concert.  The  programme  was  of  a  varied  character,  those 
who  contributed  comprising  Mr.  A.  Duncan,  Mr.  Arthur 
Jones,  Mr.  S.  Taylor-Farrell,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  W.  Robins, 
Mr.  E.  Chapman,  Miss  King,  Mrs.  Annette  Jones,  Miss  A. 
Taylor-Farrell,  Miss  Maggie  Regan,  and  Miss  Rosina  Marr. 

Belfast  Concert. 

A  Most  enjoyable  smoking-concert  was  given  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society,  Ireland,  Waring 
Street,  Belfast,  on  October  24;  Mr.  John  Frackelton  was  in 
the  chair.  The  performers  included  the  following  :  piano- 
forte solo.  Miss  J.  Scott;  piano  and  violin.  Miss  J.  Scott 
and  Mr.  S.  C.  Dowell ;  recitations,  Messrs.  Fawcett  and 
Mitchell ;  songs,  Messrs.  Coulter,  Fawcett,  and  Kitchen. 
The  concert  was  voted  a  great  success,  and  the  Chairman 
said  he  hoped  that  there  would  be  many  similar  evenings 
during  the  coming  winter. 


Whist. 

The  Wolverhampton  and  District  Chemists'  Association 
had  a  whist-drive  at  the  Central  Hall,  Wolverhampton,  on 
October  24,  forty-eight  members  and  friends  being  present, 
among  them  Alderman  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilkes,  Mr.  Warner  (President),  Councillor  and 
Mrs.  Willcock,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coombe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole- 
man, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  (Birming- 
ham), Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  and  Mrs.  Kitchen  (Oakengates), 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanway,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beardmore.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cullwick,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowdler.  The 
prizes  were  won  by — Ladies  :  1st,  Mrs.  Caddick;  2nd,  Mrs. 
Bowdler.  Gentlemen  :  1st,  Mr.  Caddick ;  2nd,  Mr.  Cargill. 
Mrs.  Coombe  handed  the  ladies'  prizes  to  the  winners,  and 
Mrs.  Coleman  did  the  same  for  the  gentlemen.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  a  few  words,  said  how  pleased  he  was  to  see  them 
all  there.  Mr.  Gibson  made  a  few  remarks,  in  which  he 
congratulated  the  President  upon  the  safe  arrival  of  a 
daughter  during  the  week,  and  was  pleased  that  both  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Warner  were  going  on  so  well.  Mr.  Gibson  also 
announced  that  Mr.  Gerrard  had  consented  to  communicate 
a  paper  towards  the  end  of  November. 


Hmeilcan  IRotes. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Mr.  James  T.  Shinn,  who  recently  died  in  Philadelphia, 
was  a  very  prominent  and  conspicuous  member  of  the  last 
generation  of  pharmacists.  He  was  President  of  the 
A. Ph.  A.  in  1880,  and  throughout  his  whole  career  he  played 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  from  which  he  had  graduated  in  1854.  The 
Shinn  Pharmacy  in  Philadelphia  is  a  prominent  landmark 
in  the  city;  but,  while  it  still  bears  Mr.  Shinn's  name,  he 
had  not  been  actively  connected  with  it  for  some  years 
prior  to  his  death. 

Millions  from  Medicine. — The  "  Pharmaceutical  Era" 
announces  that  profits  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
aggregating  three  and  a  half  million  dollars,  which  have 
been  accumulating  as  a  surplus  during  the  past  five  years, 
are  being  distributed  in  the  form  of  a  stock  dividend 
among  the  shareholders  of  the  corporation.  The  capital 
is  being  increased  from  four  million  to  eight  million 
dollars,  three  and  a  half  millions  being  distributed  as  a 
bonus  to  the  stockholders,  the  balance  of  500.000  dollars 
being  left  as  a  nucleus  for  a  future  surplus.  This  course 
was  recommended  at  a  recent  meeting  by  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  a  special  stockholders'  meeting  was  held  on  Octo- 
ber 17  to  go  through  the  necessary  formalities.  The  an- 
nouncement does  not  come  as  a  surprise,  says  the  "  Era,"  to 
those  who  have  watched  the  development  of  this  great  con- 
cern. It  has  been  known  for  some  time  that  the  surplus 
was  fast  piling  up,  and  that  some  such  action  as  is  now 
proposed  would  be  taken  sooner  or  later. 

Free  Alcohol  Law. — Figures  prepared  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Bureau  covering  the  first  half  of  the  calendar  year 
1907  indicate  that  the  consumption  of  denatured  alcohol 
during  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  free  alcohol  law, 
which  went  into  effect  on  January  1,  1907.  will  be  at  least 
3.500.000  gals.  The  total  figures  of  production  for  the  six 
months  are  1.774,272  gals.,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  figures 
for  the  second  half  of  the  year  will  equal,  if  they  do  not 
considerably  exceed,  those  for  the  first  six  months.  During 
June  the  output  of  completely  denatured  alcohol  was 
138.856  gals.,  and  of  specially  denatured  alcohol  the  output 
during  the  month  was  80,965  gals.,  a  gain  of  more  than 
48,000  gals,  over  the  output  for  May.  This  increase  was 
considerably  larger  than  was  anticipated.  The  cost  of 
wood  alcohol  has  dropped  from  60c.  to  30c.  since  the 
beginning  of  1907.  and  the  introduction  of  the  free  spirit 
has  also  had  its  influence  on  the  prices  of  the  various  forms 
of  petroleum  for  which  it  may  be  substituted.  These 
changes  and  other  similar  ones  involved  in  the  introduction 
of  cheap  alcohol  make  the  exact  degree  of  the  product's 
success  a  matter  of  some  uncertainty,  but  it  seems  to  be 
pretty  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  success  will  be  very 
marked. 
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ftrabe  IRcport, 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  October  31. 

rp  HE  reports  as  to  business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  indicate 
J-  that  the  general  tone  of  the  market  is  extremely  quiet, 
added  to  which  the  financial  crisis  in  the  United  States 
continues  to  exert  a  depressing  influence  in  commercial 
circles,  especially  as  regards  speculative  produce.  Among 
chemicals,  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  firm  and  tending- 
dearer,  copper  sulphate  is  higher,  in  sympathy  with 
the  advance  in  metal,  and  crude  Chinese  camphor  is  un- 
settled and  easier.  The  alterations  in  fine  chemicals 
include  a  decline  of  Is.  8d.  per  oz.  in  codeine  and  salts,  arid 
a  reduction  in  both  English  and  German  refined  camphor 
by  7>d.  and  2f(7.  per  lb.  respectively.  Japanese  potassium 
iodide  is  higher  on  spot,  with  slightly  more  demand  for 
iodides  generally.  Cream  of  tartar  is  firmer.  In  drugs 
and  essential  oils  there  are  few  alterations.  Cascara 
remains  flat.  Cubebs  are  firm,  dragon's-blood  and  gamboge 
being  scarce.  Soudan  gum  arabic  is  firmer.  Guinea  grains 
and  flat  High-dried  rhubarb  are  easier.  Clove  and  lemon 
oils  are  also  tending  easier.  American  peppermint  is  firm, 
but  consumers  hold  aloof.  The  changes  in  "  outside  "  articles 
include  an  advance  in  vanilla,  and  lower  prices  for  shellac, 
turpentine,  and  rosin.  The  Bank  rate  was  raised  to  5^  per 
cent,  to-day.  The  chief  ranges  are  indicated  in  the  table 
given  below  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Copper 

sulphate 
Gamboge 
Japan  wax 
Potass,  iodid. 

(Jap.) 
Vanilla 

Cream  of 

tartar 
Gum  arabic 

(Soudan) 
Pepper 
Quinine 

(seconds) 
Senegal  gum 

Antimony 

(reg.) 
Clove  oil 
Guinea  grains 
Lemon  oil 
Pot.  pruss. 

(for.) 
Rhubarb 

(flat  H.  D.) 
Soda  nitrate 
(Liverpool) 

Camphor 

(China  crude) 
Camphor  (Eng. 

ref.  and  Ger. ) 
Codeine  &  salts 
Rosm 
Shellac 
Turpentine 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  October  31  : — Buaness  in  drugs  is  fair. 
Opium  is  dull  and  easier  at  $6.23  per  lb.  for  druggists  in 
cases.  Cascara  sagrada  is  lower  at  10c.  per  lb.  Peppermint 
is  unchanged  at  $1.70  per  lb.  for  "tin"  oil.  Befined  cam- 
phor is  lower  at  70c.  per  lb.  in  barrels.  Menthol  is  easier  at 
$2.06  per  lb.,  and  hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  also  easier  at 
$2  (a  decline  of  5c). 

London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  extremely  quiet,  foreign  now  offering 
at  Is.  Qd.,  which  is  also  the  quotation  for  English. 

Agar-agar. — In  view  of  the  short  crop  and  the  fact  that 
several  important  contracts  for  delivery  have  been  recently 
cancelled,  prices  are  firm  at  Is.  Id.  spot  and  upwards. 

Antimony. — Quiet,  at  35?.  per  ton  for  Japanese  crude  on 
spot.    Regulus  is  easier  at  from  41/.  to  42/.  per  ton  spot. 

Benzoin. — Sales  privately  have  been  made  at  11.  for  fair 
Sumatra  seconds,  5/.  10s.  for  ordinary  ditto,  and  further 
sales  of  fair  quality  Palembang  are  also  reported  at  40s. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bangkok  during  1906  were 
valued  at  1,355/.,  against  480/.  in  1905;  98  per  cent,  was 
shipped  to  Denmark  in  transit. 


Botanic  Drugs. — The  following  report  from  Trieste  re- 
lates to  a  few  of  the  more  important  barks,  herbs,  leaves, 
etc.  :  Belladonna-root  has  been  in  strong  demand  at  rising 
prices ;  the  stocks  on  hand  are  small,  and  all  parcels  arriving 
at  once  find  buyers.  The  leaves  are  also  rising,  sales  having 
been  made  at  the  parity  of  5d.  per  lb.  Aconite-root  is 
scarce,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  new  crop  has  proved 
small.  Henbane  and  Horehound  are  practically  unobtain- 
able, and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  large  lots  will  come  on  to  the 
market.  The  prices  of  Barberry -hark  are  fully  maintained, 
and  the  sales  of  Buckthorn  include  about  15  tons.  Juniper- 
berries  are  arriving  more  freely.  Insect-flowers  are  un- 
altered and  quiet ;  the  finer  grades,  being  scarce,  are  firmly 
held,  but  "open"  flowers  could  be  had  at  easier  rates. 
Stramonium-leaves  are  practically  all  sold  out,  and  Elecam- 
pane, White  Hellebore,  and  Scopolium  are  scarce  and  dear. 
Most  of  the  crops  are  now  over,  and  it  is  thought  still 
higher  values  are  likely  to  prevail  during  the  winter  and 
spring. 

Biichu. — Seventeen  packages  have  arrived  from  Cape 
Town.  Holders  are  very  firm,  further  small  sales  of  fair 
round  green  having  been  made  at  lid.,  and  for  single  bales 
Is.  has  been  paid  from  second-hands. 

Camphor  (Crude)  remains  in  an  unsettled  condition,  there 
being  little  business  to  report.  Spot  prices  of  Chinese  crude 
are  again  easier  at  180s.,  as  against  185s.  last  week,  and  for. 
shipment  167s.  6d.  to  170s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Camphor  (Refined). — The  English  refiners  announced  a 
reduction  of  3fZ.  per  lb.  on  Monday,  and  now  offer  bells  at 
2s.  9r/.,  and  1-cwt.  lots  at  2s.  8^d.  Flowers  are  quoted 
2s.  8d.  and  1-cwt.  lots  at  2s.  Id.  On  the  same  day  the, 
German  refiners  reduced  their  basis  prices  for  ton  lots  to 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.  net  weight,  without  tare  for  paper,  smaller 
quantities  being  quoted  at  proportionately  higher  rates. 
Sellers  of  Japanese  1-oz.  tablets  quote  2s.  6c/.  on  spot,  and 
2s.  5i,d.  to  2s.  6d.  c.i.f. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  flat  at  from  47s.  to  49s.  spot,  accord- 
ing to  quantity  and  a^e.  The  s.s.  Calchas  has  arrived  with 
968  bags. 

Cashew-nuts. — Fair  sales  have  been  made  at  42s.  6d.  spot. 

Chamomiles. — Sales  have  been  made  at  from  60s.  to 
70s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  No.  2  flowers,  according  to  quantity 
and  quality.  Good  flowers  on  the  spot  are  scarce  at  from 
77s.  to  85s. 

Cinchona. — The  total  weight  of  the  7.930  packages  of 
bark  to  be  offered  by  auction  at  Amsterdam  on  November  7 
is  726.266  kilos.,  the  quinine  contents  of  which  is  about 
43,612  kilos.  (1.526,420  oz.).  The  above  quantity  is  divided 
into  649,800  kilos,  manufacturing,  and  76,406  kilos,  pharma- 
ceutical bark,  containing  respectively  41.091  kilos,  and 
2,521  kilos,  of  quinine.  The  average  percentage  of  quinine 
in  the  manufacturing-bark  is  6.32  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  6.14  per  cent,  at  the  September  auction. 

Codeine. — The  makers  announce  a  reduction  equivalent 
to  Is.  8d.  per  oz.  on  the  minimum  quantity,  and  now  quote 
as  follows  :  Codeine,  pure  cryst.,  14s.  4c/.  per  oz.,  ditto 
precip.  14s.  4r/.,  hydrochloride  13s.  6c/.,  sulphate  13s.  6d., 
and  phosphate  12s.  8d.  70-oz.  contracts  for  delivery  are 
quoted  at  a  reduction  of  Zd.  The  above  prices  are  net  in 
fourteen  days  and  no  reduction  clause. 

Copper  Sulphate  has  advanced  15s.  per  ton  to  23/.  5s. 
spot  for  ordinary  brands,  and  to  23/.  5s.  for  the  "  Anchor  " 
brand.    In  Liverpool  23/.  has  been  paid. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  market  continues  unsettled,  as 
it  is  uncertain  when  tire  principal  French  maker  will  be 
able  to  deliver.  Prices,  which  eased  last  week,  are  now 
somewhat  firmer  again,  98  per  cent,  being  quoted  88s.,  and 
95  per  cent.  86s.  per  cwt.  An  Australian  decision  with  refer- 
ence to  the  duty  on  cream  of  tartar  is  given  on  page  677. 

Cubebs  remain  very  firm,  with  sales  reported  at  60s. 
per  cwt. 

Dandelion. — Extreme  scarcity  prevails,  and  inquiries 
made  in  all  likely  sources  both  at  home  and  abroad  have 
failed  to  elicit  any  offers. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  quoted  lid.  to  Is.  per  lb.,  and  Spanish 
at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Ad.  c.i.f. 

Gambier. — Sales  of  good  No.  1  Cubes  have  been  made  at 
31s.  spot. 
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Gamboge  is  very  scarce.  A  small  sale  of  good  Siam  pipe 
ihas  been  made  at  20/.,  being  dearer. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bangkok  during  1906  amounted 
■to  16  tons,  valued  at  2,731/.,  against  11  tons,  valued  at  1,734/., 
in  1905. 

Gentian  is  in  more  inquiry  at  from  22.s.  to  24.s.  c.i.f. 
■terms,  and  on  the  spot  sellers  ask  22.s.,  which  has  been  paid. 

Glycerin. — In  further  reference  to  the  advance  of  3s. 
noted  last  week,  the  English  refiners  have  now  issued  their 
scale  of  prices  for  double-distilled  B.P.  sp.  gr.  1.260,  which 
are  as  under  : 


Packages 

Under 
1  cwt. 

1  cwt. 
and 
under 
2§  cwt. 

2\  cwt. 
and 
under 
5  cwt. 

5  cwt. 
and 
under 
10  cwt, 

10  cwt. 

and 
nndcr 
20  cwt, 

'Contracts  in 

minimum 

1  cwt. 

2  cwt, 

2|  cwt. 

deliveries  of 

lOcwt.  drums 
5  cwt.  drums 
2§CWt.  drums 
1  cwt.  drums 
E6  lb.  tins  in 

cases  

'.28  lb.  tins  in 

cases  

S.  d. 

65  6 
67  0 

s.  d. 

62  "6 
64  6 
66  0 

s.  d. 

6l'"0 
62  0 

64  0 

65  6 

s.  d. 

£9"  6 
HO  0 
61  0 

63  0 

64  6 

$.  d. 
58  6 
f9  0 
69  6 
60  6 

62  6 

64  0 

In  second-hands  there  are  sellers  at  rather  less  than  the 
above  figures.  Foreign  makers  have  also  advanced  their 
iprices. 

Guinea  Grains  are  easier,  with  sellers  on  spot  at  42s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — Soudan  gums  are  tending  firmer,  fair 
iralf-hard  sorts  being  held  for  37s.  6d.  East  Indian,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  tending  easier,  with  sellers  of  No.  1  Ghatti 
.at  29s.  and  No.  2  at  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Senegal  (Bas  de 
Fleuve)  is  firmer  at  31s.  6d.  f  .o.b.  Bordeaux. 

Honey.- — The  short  crops  everywhere  this  season  are  re- 
flected in  the  higher  prices  now  asked.  Good  white  Cali- 
fornian  is  comparatively  scarce,  as  much  as  45s.  being 
quoted  for  new  crop ;  but  sales  have  been  made  from 
second-hands  at  rather  less.  White  set  New  Zealand  has 
been  sold  at  32s.,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  further  business 
could  be  done  at  this  figure.  Sales  of  Australian  are  re- 
ported at  22s.,  and  for  new  English,  good  quality  of  which 
is  very  scarce,  56s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Ipecacuanha. — No  sales  are  reported  since  the  last  auction. 
The  ss.  Ceylon  has  brought  29  bags  East  Indian  from  Singa- 
pore. 

Kola. — At  the  spice-auctions  37  packages  of  West 
Indian  offered  and  sold,  including  dry  at  from  2d.  to  3d. 
and  green  at  3^d.  ;  46  bags  of  Ceylon  also  sold  at  2^d.  to  2%d. 
for  dry. 

Menthol  continues  quiet  on  the  spot  with  sellers  of 
Kobayashi  at  7s.  3d.,  and  for  arrival  at  7s.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Musk. — Quiet  but  firm  at  82s.  6d.  to  85s.  per  oz.  for  fine 
folue-skin  Tonquin  pod,  65s.  for  pile  III.,  and  55s.  for  old- 
fashioned  pod. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star,  is  steady,  with  sales  at  5s.  3d.  spot ; 
for  shipment  4s.  8d.  is  asked  for  ordinary  brands  and 
4s.  %d.  to  4s.  lOd.  c.i.f.  for  "  Red  Ship." 

Oil,  Camphor. — The  spot  price  for  white  is  75s.  to 
77s.  6d.,  and  for  shipment  sellers  quote  38s.  c.i.f.,  which  has 
tieen  paid. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  quoted  at  33/.  10s.  per  ton 
for  medicinal  for  November-December,  31/.  for  firsts  and 
30/.  for  seconds ;  for  January  to  June  1908  delivery  a  re- 
duction of  10s.  on  the  above  prices  is  given.  Cases  50s.  per 
ton  extra,  delivered  free  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Clove. — Prices  have  a  downward  tendency,  English 
■distilled  being  quoted  at  from  4s.  to  4s.  3d.,  according  to 
quantity. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
October  28  that  there  is  still  no  change  in  the  situation. 
Buyers  are  holding  aloof,  being  sure  that  in  a  few  weeks 
we  shall  see  lower  prices,  and  holders,  having  mostly  bought 


at  considerable  higher  prices  than  those  now  ruling,  are  not 
disposed  to  sell  below  the  last  quotation  of  67s.  per  barrel, 
f .o.b.  Bergen,  for  finest  noncongealing  oil.  The  exports  from 
Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  10,679  barrels,  against  13,551 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

A  serious  economic  situation  has  been  created  for  New- 
foundland by  the  partial  failure  of  the  Labrador  cod-fishery, 
the  damage  of  the  fleet  by  storms,  and  the  inability  to  dry  the 
catch  because  of  adverse  weather.  The  Labrador  fishery  is 
one  of  the  chief  branches  of  the  great  cod-fishing  industry  of 
the  colony,  and  some  1,200  vessels  and  25,000  people — men, 
women,  and  children — are  annually  engaged  in  it. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Prices,  which  are  easier,  vary  considerably, 
according  to  the  idea  of  holder.  Spot  is  obtainable  at  from 
5s.  6d.  to  6s.  6d.,  and  for  prompt  shipment  from  Messina 
7s.  6d.  is  quoted  by  cable.  Quotations  for  new  crop  for 
January  shipment  range  from  5s.  6d.  to  6s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 
London,  according  to  shipper. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Although  there  is  very  little  consump- 
tive demand  at  the  moment,  agents  prices  for  American 
Wayne  County  tin  oil  are  firm  at  from  7s.  6d.  to  7s.  9d.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  for  H.G.H.,  which  is  temporarily  scarce  on 
spot,  lis.  3d.  per  lb.  is  quoted.  Advices  from  New  York 
state  that  the  Michigan  crop  is  decidedly  less  than  last  year, 
but  the  financial  situation  has  temporarily  unsettled  the 
market.  Japanese  dementholised  oil  is  steady,  with  sales 
of  Kobayashi  for  September-October  shipment  at  4s.  A^d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  which  is  rather  firmer  than  last  week's  prices  ; 
spot  is  quoted  4s.  lid.  to  5s. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  has  declined  to  37s.  l^d.  per  cwt.  for 
American  on  spot. 

Olibanum.- — The  stock  mostly  consists  of  the  cheaper 
qualities,  for  which  there  is  little  demand.  Small  sales  of 
fair  Aden  drop  have  been  made  at  42s.  6d.  spot. 

Podophyllum-root. — Some  quantity  has  been  sold  to 
arrive  at  40s.  c.i.f.  London,  but  higher  prices  are  now 
asked. 

Potash  Iodide. — The  British  makers  report  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  demand,  which,  in  view  of  the  unsettled 
conditions  of  the  market,  applies  solely  to  orders  for  prompt 
delivery,  on  the  basis  of  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  Japanese  make  has 
shown  a  rising  tendency,  spot  sales  having  been  made  at 
7s.  6d.,  and  subsequently  at  7s.  l^d. 

Potash  Prussiate.- — Foreign  yellow  is  rather  easier  at 
5|f/.  per  lb.,  and  for  soda  3^d.  to  3|rf.  is  quoted. 

Quicksilver  is  very  firm  at  8/.  5s.,  with  no  seconds  avail- 
able at  below  this  figure. 

Quinine. — The  fact  that  the  supplies  of  bark  to  be  offered 
at  Amsterdam  next  week  are  on  a  reduced  scale  helps  to 
keep  the  quinine  market  steady  at  8$d.  spot  for  the  usual 
brands  of  German  sulphate  in  bulk.  Some  small  sales  have 
been  made  at  this  figure  and  December  and  January  de- 
livery at  8^d.,  but  the  general  tone  of  the  market  is  ex- 
tremely slow. 

Rhubarb. — Flat  High-dried  is  rather  easier  at  from  Is.  Id. 
to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  as  to  quality.  Small  sales  of  good  small 
Canton  trimming  root  and  of  bold  round  Canton  ex  auction 
have  been  made  at  Is.  lOd. 

Saffron  remains  very  firm.  The  new  Spanish  crop  is 
now  being  gathered,  but  as  yet  no  details  are  available  as  to 
the  extent  of  damage  done  by  the  floods.  Old  crop  is  obtain- 
able at  33s.  6d.  per  lb.  net  on  spot  for  finest  B.P.  quality. 

Senega. — Steady  with  small  sales  at  2s.  4d.  net. 

Shellac. — An  extremely  depressed  tone  with  lower  prices 
has  prevailed  in  all  positions.  Small  sales  cn  spot  have  taken 
place  at  from  137s.  6d.  to  142s.  6d.  for  fair  to  good  free  TN 
orange,  being  a  reduction  of  fully  5s.  for  good.  Fine  orange 
marks  are  dull  of  sale  and  cheaper.  Futures  are  nominal, 
and  to  arrive  sellers  quote  TN  for  November-December  at 
115s.  c.i.f. 

Soda  Nitrate  on  the  spot  ordinary  is  offered  at  lis.  3d., 
and  refined  at  lis.  9d.,  but  in  Liverpool  prices  are  easier  to- 
day at  lis.  2^d.  and  lis.  3d.  respectively. 

Spices. — Two  barrels  of  ordinary  Jamaica  Ginger  were 
offered  and  sold  at  75s.,  being  steady;  360  bags  of  Cochin 
and  Calicut  were  bought  in,  including  small  washed  rough 
of  the  latter,  at  36s.,  and  13  bags  of  brown  rough  African 
were  also  bought  in  at  36s.  The  demand  for  Pepper  in 
auction  was  also  slow,  the  bought-in  lots  including  stalky 
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and  dusty  Saigon  at  4(7. ,  and  fair  Alleppy  at  4§(7.  ;  18  bags 
■of  Ceylon  sold  at  4^(7.  for  good.  Privately  Singapore  is 
quoted1  4§(7.  spot,  and  for  shipment  prices  remain  un- 
changed with  sellers  of  November-December-January  ship- 
ment at  4(7.  No  white  pepper  was  offered  at  auction. 
Privately  fair  Singapore  is  offered  at  5%d.  and  fair  Penang 
at  5^(7.  spot.  For  arrival  the  market  is  firmer,  the  sales 
(including  January-March  at  5j(7.  c.i.f.,  delivered  weight. 
Fair  Pimento  was  bought  in  at  3g(7.  Chillies  were  quiet, 
good  bright  Java  selling  at  43s.  Stalky  Zanzibar  were 
bought  in  at  18s.  per  cwt.  Of  Zanzibar  Clo  ves  100  bales  were 
bought  in,  including  good  fair  at  6(7.,  and  of  Amboyna  9 
•cases  of  good  were  bought  in  at  9(7.  Privately  the  delivery 
market  for  Zanzibar  has  declined,  business  being  done 
•on  Wednesday  for  March-May  at  5(7.  For  arrival  the 
sales  include  October-December  shipment  at  4|96-(7.,  and 
January-March  at  5(7.  to  4ff(7.  c.i.f.,  delivered  weight. 
West  Indian  Mace  at  auction  was  in  good  supply, 
and  all  sold  at  an  advance  of  1(7.  to  2d.,  including  good 
pale  at  Is.  5(7.  to  Is.  7(7.,  ordinary  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3(7., 
and  broken  at  from  8g(7.  to  Is.  Id.  About  500  packages 
of  Nutmegs,  chiefly  West  Indian,  were  offered  and  prac- 
tically all  sold  at  rather  irregular  but  generally  steady 
prices. 

Tamaeinds. — Sales  of  Calcutta  have  been  made  at  12s.  6(7. 
per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  the  large  quantity  of  1,485  tins, 
mostly  Seychelles,  was  offered,  and  practically  everything 
sold,  with  good  all-round  competition  at  an  advance  of  Is. 
to  2s.  per  lb.  compared  with  the  prices  paid  in  September. 
The  following  prices  were  paid  : — Seychelles,  fair  to  good 
plump,  16s.  to  17s.  6(7.  ;  5  to  7|  in.,  14s.  to  16s.  ;  fair  to 
good  firsts,  7  to  7^  in.,  15s.  to  15s.  6(7. ;  3  to  7Jt  in.,  12s.  6(7. 
to  15s.  ;  good  seconds,  2^  to  7  in.,  lis.  to  13s.  ;  common, 
3  to  6g  in.,  9s.  to  9s.  6(7. ;  firsts,  split,  12s.  to  13s.  6(7. ;  brown 
eplit,  lis.  to  12s.  6(7.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Japan,  is  steady  at  60s.  on  the  spot,  and  for  arrival 
the  sales  include  near  at  hand  at  53s.  c.i.f. 

Wood  Oil. — Hankow  has  been  sold  in  quantity  down  to 
29s.  6(7.  c.i.f.  d/w,  for  Dec. -Jan.  shipment. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  little  of  alteration  to  be  reported  regarding  the 
general  condition  of  the  heavy  chemical  market.  At  all  the 
principal  centres  there  is  a  good  average  business  being 
transacted,  and  values  keep  well  on  the  firm  side.  Export 
business  continues  good,  and  especially  so  in  the  Tyne 
•district. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — The  stronger  tone  noted  last  week 
iias  been  well  maintained,  and  the  same  may  be  said  as  regards 
demand.  As  regards  forward  business  buyers  are  still  holding 
back  at  much  as  possible,  but  sellers  are  firm  for  a  premium  of 
2s.  6(7.  to  5s.  per  ton.  Present  nearest  figures :  Beckton,  Oc- 
tober-December 127.  5s.,  January- April  delivery  121.  Is.  6(7., 
Beckton  terms  121.,  London  117.  17s.  6(7.,  Leith  127.  5s.  to 
127.  6s.  3(7.,  and  Hull  117.  18s.  9(7.  to  127. 

Alumina  Products.— The  recent  heavier  demand  in  this 
branch  has  kept  up  well,  and  in  view  of  the  heavier  costs  of  raw 
materials,  etc.,  tendency  of  prices  is  towards  advancement. 
A  fair  number  of  the  larger  forward  contracts  have  been 
booked  since  last  writing,  and  in  most  cases  at  slightly  ad- 
vanced figures.  Crystal  alum  lump  47.  17s.  6(7.  to  57.  5s.,  lump 
in  tierces  57.  2s.  6(7.  to  57.  10s.,  and  ground  in  bags  57.  7s.  6(7.  to 
57.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  qualities,  and 
practically  free  of  iron,  ordinary  strength,  in  usual  casks, 
47.  12s.  6(7.  to  57.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton,  with  unchanged  allowances  for 
bags  and  loose  slabs,  and  with  customary  extras  for  similar 
quality  in  higher  concentrations.  Aluminous  cake  50s.  to 
55s.  per  ton,  and  aluminoforric  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  in  accord- 
ance with  quality,  quantity,  and  condition.  Hydrate  of 
alumina,  high  strength  A1203  and  purest  quality,  127.  10s. 
to  137.  10s.  per  ton,  in  large  casks.  Special  pulp  hydrate  of 
alumina  15s.  to  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Special  pulp  quality,  dried 
and  in  lumps,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt.,  and  ground  38s.  to 
40s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  purest  qualitv  and  high 
strength  A1203,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  second  quality  12s.  to 
13s.  per  cwt.,  carbonate  of  alumina  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Continental  Markets. 

Ammon.  Chlor.— Prices  of  crystals  are  somewhat  lower,  and 
large  quantities  are  available.  Quotations  for  technically 
pure  are  now  50m.  to  52m.  per  100  kilos,  and  chemically  pure 
can  also  be  obtained  at  considerably  lower  prices.    It  is  pos- 


sible that  these  conditions  may  be  only  temporary,  and  much 
will  depend  on  the  quantities  disposed  of. 

Cocaine  IIyd.— Considerable  quantities  of  crude  are  still 
available  in  the  Hamburg  market,  although  some  lots  have 
been  bought  up  lately  for  immediate  needs.  The  prices  paid 
are  said  to  be  higher  than  they  were  a  few  months  ago,  so  it 
may  be  concluded  that  hydrochloride  will  maintain  its  present 
value. 

Glycerin. — The  market  for  refined  is  firmer  than  ever  since 
there  has  been  a  further  advance  in  the  price  of  crude  glycerin. 
This  necessitates  an  increase  in  the  prices  of  refined  and 
distilled  qualities,  and  quotations  have  recently  been  raised 
by  10m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol. — Quotations  are  already  very  low — viz.,  16.50m. 
for  prompt  and  16m.  to  15.50m.  per  kilo,  for  next  year's 
delivery.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
further  developments,  but  there  is  plenty  of  menthol  on  the 
market,  and  the  position  is  not  firm  enough  to  warrant  large 
purchases. 

Silver  Nitrate. — In  consequence  of  the  decline  in  silver,  a 
considerable  decrease — almost  10  per  cent,  of  its  former  value 
— became  apparent  in  nitrate  of  silver  within  the  last  few 
days. 

Soda  (Calcined). — The  Syndicate  of  German  Soda-manu- 
facturers have  recently  issued  their  quotations  for  1908,  which 
show  an  advance  of  0.50m.  per  100  kilos,  on  those  of  the 
current  year. 

Spirit  and  Preps. — On  October  15  the  Centrale  announced  a 
rise  in  price  of  4m.  per  100  litres.  Owing  to  this  a  large 
number  of  preparations,  such  as  ether,  collodion,  etc.,  have 
advanced  in  price. 

Tin  Oxide. — There  has  been  a  further  decline  to  318m.  per 
100  kilos.    The  market  is  dull,  both  for  the  metal  and  oxide. 

Wax  (Japan). — At  the  beginning  of  the  month  prices  began 
to  advance  somewhat  rapidly,  but  no  great  confidence  was 
shown.  The  tendency  has  become  more  settled  of  late,  and 
the  market  is  firmer  with  quotations  at  117m.  per  100  kilos, 
in  transit.  The  purchase  of  large  quantities  would  be  inadvis- 
able, as  it  is  very  possible  that  prices  may  decline  again. 

American  Drug  Market. 

New  York,  October  22. 

Conditions  in  the  New  York  drug-market  have  scarcely 
changed  during  the  interval.  Buying  for  future  requirements 
is  still  somewhat  in  abeyance,  but  a  good  all-round  jobbing 
business  has  been  done.  Values  have  not  altered  to  any 
notable  extent,  and  few  of  the  fluctuations  are  of  more  than, 
local  interest.  Opium  is  unchanged.  Peppermint  oil  is 
higher.    Hydrastis  and  cascara  (spot)  are  firm. 

Aloes. — Cape  has  been  in  good  request,  and,  influenced  by 
the  scarcity  abroad,  the  spot  market  is  very  firm.  In  sym- 
pathy with  this  variety  Curacao  in  boxes  is  well  maintained 
at  9c.  to  9gC,  despite  recent  arrivals. 

Camphor  is  a  shade  steadier,  with  quotations  unaltered  at 
75c.  for  bulk. 

Canada  Balsam. — Stocks  are  light  on  spot,  and,  owing  to 
similar  conditions  in  the  primary  markets,  prices  are  harden- 
ing. For  barrel  lots  $3.30  is  an  inside  quotation.  Shipments 
from  Hamburg  of  apparently  straight  goods  have  been  sold 
at  the  full  market  prices. 

Cascara. — While  there  is  no  dearth  of  supplies  in  the  local 
market,  dealers  continue  firm  in  their  views,  bids  below  the 
current  quotations  of  IO5C.  to  ll^c.  being  invariably  rejected. 
During  the  week  there  has  been  a  repetition  of  the  offers  of 
new  bark  at  74C,  one  year  old  at  85C,  but  local  dealers  are 
not  particularly  keen.    (See  cable.) 

Copaiba. — Imports  of  C.  and  S.  American  have  been  light, 
and  under  diminishing  supplies  the  market  is  firmly  sustained 
at  the  former  range  of  45c.  to  47ic  as  to  quantity  and  seller. 
Para  has  been  freely  taken  at  90c.  to  $1.05. 

Dandelion  is  firmly  held  at  the  recent  advance  to  40c,  with 
an  active  business  in  progress. 

Hydrastis. — The  bulk  of  the  supplies  is  under  good  control, 
and  the  majority  of  holders  decline  to  shade  $2.25  for  the  more 
carefully  selected  drug.  Of  the  inferior  grades,  small  lots 
have  been  picked  up  at  $2.10  to  $2.15,  but  the  supply  of  this 
quality  is  said  to  be  limited. 

Mandrake  continues  firm,  and  in  upward  tendency.  Locally 
stocks  are  light,  and  dealers  at  initial  sources  hold  very  firm 
views  as  to  values.  On  heavy  orders  8c.  is  reported  available, 
but  8gc.  to  9c.  is  usually  named. 

Menthol  is  very  dull,  and  the  quotations,  $2.25  to  $2.40, 
are  merely  nominal.  A  reported  offer  of  300  lb.  at  $1.80  was 
not  confirmed,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  many  quarters 
business  could  be  done  at  something  approaching  this  figure. 

Opium  is  dull.  There  has  been  no  further  decline,  the 
trifling  business  being  conducted  on  a  basis  of  $6.25  to  $6.30 
for  whole  drug  and  $7  for  powdered.  Importers  firmly  adhere 
to  the  opinion  that  crop  statistics  justify  higher  prices,  and 
feel  confident  that  with  a  new  crop  eight  months  off,  buyers 
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will  ultimately  be  forced  into  the  market  at  prices  greatly 
exceeding  those  now  prevailing.  Persian  opium  of  full 
U.S. P.  strength  has  been  offered  at  a  slight  concession. 

Peppermint. — Apart  from  the  routine  jobbing  business,  the 
movement  into  consuming  channels  has  been  slow.  Opinion  is 
somewhat  divided  on  the  market  prospects,  but  prices  have 
gradually  hardened,  and  $1.70  to  $1.85  is  now  asked  for  bulk 
oil.  Outside,  $1.65  has  been  accepted  for  a  good  round  parcel, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  figure  could  now  be  duplicated 
at  the  regular  Western  sources. 

Wild  Cherry-bark  is  in  limited  supply  on  spot,  and  firm  at 
6c.  to  9c.  Owing  to  the  approaching  consuming  season  higher 
prices  may  be  expected. 

Potash  Prussiate  (Yellow). — The  Convention  have  main- 
tained the  price  of  115m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  the  position  of 
this  product  is  very  firm.  Large  quantities  for  1908  have 
already  been  disposed  of,  and  in  some  places  prompt  supplies 
are  no  longer  obtainable.  Moreover,  it  is  reported  that  the 
prussiate  is  to  be  used  in  a  new  process,  so  that  consumers 
would  do  well  to  cover  their  needs  for  some  time. 


Commercial  ano  prooucc  IRotcs. 


Amsterdam  Cinchona  Auctions. 

The  dates  fixed  for  the  cinchona  auctions  at  Amster- 
dam in  1908  are  as  follows:  January  23,  February  27,  April  2, 
May  7,  June  11,  July  16,  August  27,  October  1,  November  5, 
and  December  10. 

Siam  Sticklac. 

The  exports  of  sticklao  from  Bangkok  in  1906  amounted  to 
497  tons,  valued  at  43,480.?.,  showing  a  decrease  of  242  tons, 
as  against  1905.  A  comparison  with  the  five-years'  average 
shows  a  decrease  of  19  tons  in  the  quantity  exported,  but  an 
increase  in  value  of  17,257/.,  this  being  due  to  the  greatly 
enhanced  price.  Whereas  the  average  value  of  sticklac  ex- 
ported in  1900  was,  roughly,  only  24?.  per  ton,  the  figures  for 
1906  show  an  average  value  of  over  87?.  per  ton.  This  latter 
figure  shows  an  increase  of  no  less  than  36?.  per  ton,  as  against 
the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years. 

Italian  Olive  Oil. 

H.M.  Consul  at  Genoa  reports  that  the  annual  production 
of  Italian  olive  oil  shows  great  fluctuations,  owing  partly  to 
the  alternations  of  full  and  meagre  years'  crops  and  partly 
to  the  ravages  of  the  oil-fly.  The  production  during  the  five 
years  1901-2  to  1905-6  is  estimated  as  follows:  1901-2, 
3,200,000  hectolitres;  1902-3,  1,800,000  hi.  ;  1903-4,  3,200,000  hi. ; 
1904-5.  1,700,000  hi.:  and  1905-6,  3,400,000  hi.  The  most- 
prized  qualities  arc  those  produced  in  Tuscany  (Lucca,  Pisa), 
the  Ligurian  Riviera,  and  the  Pugli  (Bari,  Bit'onto,  Gallipoli). 
The  exports  from  Sicily  in  1906  amounted  to  488,582  quintals 
(exclusive  of  exports  of  sulphur  oil),  valued  by  the  Customs 
at  125  lire  per  quintal. 

French  Chalk  Famine. 

The  "  New  York  Commercial  "  reports  a  famine  in  talc- 
powder  (French  chalk)  in  the  United  States.  It  appears 
enormous  qualities  of  talc  are  used  by  rice-millers  to  clean 
and  polish  rice,  but,  owing  to  certain  provisions  in  the  new 
pure-food  law,  it  was  understood  that  restrictions  would  be 
placed  on  its  use,  and  the  millers  in  Texas  failed  to  lay  in  a 
supply.  Now  the  Rice  Association  of  America  has  obtained 
a  ruling  from  the  pure-food  department  to  the  effect  that 
the  use  of  talc-powder  in  polishing  and  cleaning  rice  may  be 
continued,  and  the  consequence  is  millers  have  been  frantically 
endeavouring  to  secure  supplies.  Practically  all  the  talc- 
powder  used  in  the  United  States  comes  from  Austria,  and  a 
cargo  is  already  on  the  way  from  a  European  port  to  New 
Orleans  to  relieve  the  situation  temporarily. 

Nine  Months'  Ceylon  Exports. 

The  exports  of  Ceylon  produce  of  interest  to  the  drug-trade 
during  the  nine  months  January  to  September  were  as  follows  : 


1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

Cardamoms  

Cinchona   

Citronella  oil 
Cinnamon  oil 

lb. 

07.. 

559,426 
203.593 
988.823 
52,242 

567,348 
192,015 
900.288 
126,452 

552,727 
134,966 
1,045,466 
66,625 

727,644 
120.963 
910.941 
36,983 

The  principal  destinations  were :  Cardamoms.  —  U.K., 
240,517  lb.  ;  India,  224,281  lb.  ;  Germany,  59,211  lb.  ;  and 
U.S.A.,  15,225  lb.  Cinchona. — U.K.,  155,418  lb.;  Germany, 
26,548    lb.     Citronella    Oil. — U.K.,    470,603    lb.;  U.S.A., 

339,855  lb.  ;  and  Germany,  118,645  lb.    Cinnamon  Oil  U.K., 

49,386  oz.  ;  France,  1,500  oz. ;  and  Germany,  1,056  oz. 


A  False  Buchu. 

From  time  to  time  substitutes  for  the  well-known  drup;  buchu 
appear  in  commerce.  They  are,  generally  speaking,  derived 
from  allied  species  of  Barosma  to  those  which  furnish  the  true 
drug,  or  from  nearly  allied  genera  of  the  same  natural  order. 
Included  in  one  of  the  drug-broker's  catalogues  at  the  drug- 
auctions  last  week  was  one  bale  weighing  60  lb.  of  so-called 
buchu  from  Cape  Colony.  From  an  examination  of  a  sample 
of  the  leaves  they  were  found  to  vary  from  -4  in.  to  i  in.  in 
length  and  5  in.  broad,  and  to  possess  a  somewhat  pungent 
odour  of  citronella.  From  comparison  with  herbarium  speci- 
mens of  Barosma,  in  which,  however,  this  odour  could  not  be 
detected,  there  is  little  doubt,  that  the  plant  furnishing  the 
leaves  is  that  of  a  species  of  Barosma,  most  probably  B.  pul- 
chclla,  but  in  the  absence  of  flowers  and  fruits  the  specific 
name  cannot  be  accurately  determined.  B.  pulchella  is  a 
shrub  three  or  more  feet  high,  much  branched,  with  slender 
twigs.  The  leaves  are  ovate,  with  a  thickened  recurved 
margin  upon  which  oil-glands  can  be  readily  discerned,  and 
are  minutely  ciliate  or  downy  at  the  base.  The  habitat  of  the 
plant  is  given  as  between  the  Cape  and  Drakenstein,  near 
French  Hoek  and  the  Paardeberg,  Table  Mountain,  Dutoits- 
kloof  and  Witsenberg.  The  Hottentots  are  stated  to  powder 
the  leaves  with  stones,  which  they  mix  with  fat  and  apply  to 
the  body  as  a  perfume. 

Alum  and  Calcium  Carbide. 

The  falling-off  in  the  exports  of  alum  from  Civitavecchia 
has  been  going  on  for  several  years  past,  and  now  shows  signs 
of  imminent  collapse.  Only  400  tons  was  exported  last  year 
(shipped  to  Rouen),  a  decrease  of  1,803  tons  as  compared  with 
1905,  the  average  shipments  of  the  five  years  1900-4  being 
5,435  tons.  The  company  that  owns  and  works  the  mines 
now  limits  its  output  to  a  quantity  barely  sufficient  to  pay 
expenses,  realising  scanty  profits  from  the  export  of  sulphuric 
acid.  The  falling-off  in  prices  and  the  absence  of  any  effort 
to  revive  the  trade  and  compete  with  other  countries,  are  the 
principal  causes  of  the  present  depressed  state  of  a  trade  which 
at  one  time  was  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  export  of  calcium  carbide  from  Civitavecchia  shows 
that  the  trade  has  made  steady  progress,  the  shipments  in  1906 
amounting  to  5,986  tons,  against  6,000  tons  in  1905,  whercaB 
the  average  for  the  five  years  1900-4  was  only  706  tons. 

Molasses  as  an  Antidote  for  Prussic  Acid. 

Some  very  interesting  facts  in  connection  with  the  poisonous 
effects  of  sorghum,  or  Guinea  corn,  on  cattle  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  "Queensland  Agricultural  Journal." 
Numerous  varieties  of  Sorghum  vulgare  are  natives  of,  and 
are  cultivated  in,  tropical  countries,  especially  in  India  for 
the  sake  of  the  grain,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  articles  of 
food,  and  also  for  the  stems  which  are  used  as  fodder.  The 
important  discovery  referred  to  in  the  "  Queensland  Agricul- 
tural Journal  "  was,  it  is  said,  made  by  Dr.  S.  Avery, 
Chemist  of  the  Nebraska  Experiment  Station,  who  has  shown 
that  carbohydrates  (sugars  as  glucose,  milk-sugar,  and 
molasses)  act  as  an  antidote  against  the  poisonous  action  of 
prussic  acid  and  the  prussic  acid  yielding  glucoside.  The 
presence  of  sugars  in  the  first  place  retards  the  action  of  the 
enzyme  in  liberating  free  prussic  acid;  and,  again,  prussic 
acid  unites  with  sugars  to  form  less  poisonous  addition-pro- 
ducts. Dr.  Avery  recommends,  therefore,  to  give  to  an  animal 
suffering  from  sorghum-poisoning,  in  a  case  where  its  condi- 
tions still  allows  medical  treatment,  a  strong  solution  of  glucose 
syrup  or  molasses,  or  a  large  quantity  of  milk.  Actual  experi- 
ments have  shown  that  an  animal  could  be  given  pure  prussic 
acid  up  to  three  times  the  fatal  dose,  if  glucose  was  given  at 
the  same  time;  the  animal  became  very  sick,  but  still  re- 
covered. Commenting  on  this,  the  "  Agricultural  News  "  for 
October  5  says  :  "  It  is  well  known  that  sorghum,  or  Guinea 
corn,  in  the  early  stages  of  growth  frequently  acts  as  a  poison 
to  cattle,  and  death  has  often  resuited  where  animals  have 
broken  into  a  field  and  commenced  to  feed  on  the  growing 
corn.  The  mature  sorghum,  however,  is  a  safe  food,  and  may 
be  fed  to  stock  with  impunity,  as  it  is  very  rarely  indeed  that 
bad  results  have  followed  its  use.  The  poisonous  properties 
of  the  young  sorghum  plant  are  due  to  the  presence  of  prussic 
acid,  but  the  amount  present  gradually  becomes  less  as  the 
plant  gets  older,  and  has  practically  disappeared  by  the  time 
the  seeds  have  ripened."  Referring  to  the  sweet  potato  vines 
as  containing  a  glucoside  which  yields  prussic  acid,  to  which 
the  "  Queensland  Journal  "  attributes  the  occasional  deaths  of 
pigs,  etc.,  the  "  Agricultural  News  "  says  that  although  in  the 
West  Indies  this  vine  is  consumed  in  large  quantities  by 
cows,  pigs,  etc.,  so  far  as  is  known  no  fatal  results  have  ever 
attended  its  use. 


Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.,  44  and  45  Fenchurch  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  announce  that  Mr.  John  Wilson  and  Mr. 
T.  E.  C.  Bates  have  retired  from  the  firm,  and  that  Mr.  D.  H. 
Macfarlane  will  sign  per  pro.  Messrs.  A.  H.  Punnett,  R. 
Wright,  and  A.  F.  C.  Walker  continue  to  represent  the  firm 
on  the  markets. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a'  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes 
day  cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  "Codex." 
We  have  received  during  the  past  two  weeks  a  number 
of  communications  in  regard  to  this  book,  published  by  the 
authority  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  and  it  seems  advisable  to  state  that  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  is  not  accustomed  to  review  books 
which  are  not  (as  in  this  instance)  received  for  that  purpose. 

"The  C.T.B.  Embro." 

Sir, — There  is  one  point  which  occurs  to  us  in  connection 
with  the  interesting  photograph  on  p.  672  of  your  current 
issue.  Presumably,  the  title  is  in  the  nature  of  a  trade- 
mark and  not  in  common  use  by  chemists  in  Leicester  or 
elsewhere.  If  so,  then  does  the  statement  of  formula 
number  constitute  an  effective  rebuttal  of  the  implied  pro- 
prietary right?  We  suppose, it  does,  and  we  remember 
that  the  use  of  a  registered  trade-mark  on  pills  does  not 
involve  liability  to  duty  (U .  ,0  /;.,  December  24,  1892).  On 
the  other  hand,  the  words  "Try  the  Liver  Pills"  at  the 
head  of  a  window-card  on  which  the  boxes  of  pills  were 
displayed,  has  been  held  to  involve  liability  to  the  duty. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Francis  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

Charterhouse  Square,  E.G. 

[The  trade  -mark  referred  to  was  as  follows  : 

McK.  &  R.  Capsuled  Pills.    Trade-mark  Registered  .  .  . 

McKesson  &  Robbms,  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New  York. 
The  rule  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  is  not  to  insist  upon 
payment  of  duty  when  a  trade-mark  is  applied  to  a  class  of 
goods,  and  so  far  there  has  been  no  official  intimation  that  the 
ruling  does  not  apply  to  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedies.  We  can,  however,  conceive  of  cases  in  which  a 
distinguishing  prefix  to  an  ailment  name  would  effectively 
take  the  preparation  out  of  the  exemption,  and  as  a  rule  it  is 
not  advisable  to  qualify  an  ailment  name  in  any  manner  nor 
to  use  distinguishing  marks  with  titles  or  on  labels  of  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedies  which  are  held  out  or 
recommended  for  human  ailments.— Editor  C.  <£•  £>.] 

"Dispensing"  and  "Selling." 

Sir,— May  I  still  further  ask  the  courtesy  of  your 
columns  to  supplement  my  letter  of  last  week  re  the' sale 
of  medicines  containing  Part  I.  scheduled  poisons? 

In  your  editorial  note  you  say  that  a  similar  line  of 
argument  was  adopted  in  the  Easton's  syrup  prosecutions 
in  Leeds  in  1905,  when  three  chemists  were  summoned  for 
alleged  irregular  sale  of  this  preparation.  In  the  case 
of  Mr.  Yewdall  the  issue  was  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
the  vendor  mixed  up  his  "  dispensing  operation  "  with  a 
"sale  of  Part  I.  poison"  and  entry  in  his  poisons-book. 
This  uncertainty  as  to  how  the  transaction  should  be  con- 
ducted put  a  powerful  lever  in  the  hands  of  the  prosecut- 
ing solicitor  and  evidently  carried  considerable  weight  in 
the  mind  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who,  in  "ivinc 
judgment,  said  : 

The  article  was  not  asked  for  as  a  medicine,  nor  was  it 

intended  to  be  used  as  a  medicine,  and  the  defendant. 

although  he  alleged  that  he  sold  it  as  a  medicine,  allowed 

that  he  did  not  inquire  for  whom  or  for  what  purpose  it  was 

wanted. 


It  would  appear,  too,  that  the  defendant  had  himself 
some  misgivings  about  the  regularity  of  the  sale,  or,  at  any 
rate,  did  not  regard  it  as  an  ordinary  case  of  dispensing, 
for  he  entered  the  transaction  in  a  poison  register,  and 
asked  Smith  (the  purchaser)  to  sign  his  name  in  the  book — 
a  mode,  he  said,  of_  obtaining  Smith's  name,  although  this 
would  seem  to  have  been  inadequate  protection  as  he  failed 
to  secure  also  the  man's  address. 

In  these  circumstances  it  was  admitted  that  if  the  syrup  is 
a  poison  within  the  Act  and  was  not  disijcnsed  as  a  medicine 
there  must  be  a  conviction. 

These  observations  applied  also  in  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Roinhardt  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Mr.  Beacock.  In  the  one  case 
no  questions  were  asked.  In  the  other  an  inquiry  was  made 
as  to  the  name  of  the  purchaser  ;  but  in  neither  case  was 
anything  said  as  to  the  object  of  the  purchase,  nor  was  any 
sufficient  entry  made  in  the  register  of  poisons. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  weak  point  in  the  defence 
in  the  case  first  referred  to  is  the  mixing  up  of  the  "  dis- 
pensing "  and  "registration"  procedures.  The  sale  of 
Easton's  syrup  is 

Either  (a)  a  sale  of  a  preparation  of  strychnine,  and,  as 
such,  coming  within  the  restrictions  of  Part  I.  of  the 
schedule,  to  be  sold  with  all  due  formality,  including 
personal  knowledge  of  the  purchaser,  or  an  introduction 
(which  was  not  the  case  in  Mr.  Yewdall's  sale,  and  which  in 
itself  would  in  my  opinion  have  involved  conviction) ; 

or  (b)  a  sale  of  a  medicine  dispensed  by  a  person  regis- 
tered under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  when  it  may  legally,  I  hold, 
be  sold  under  the  regulations  sketched  in  my  letter  of  last 
week. 

It  might  be  advisable,  in  the  light  of  the  Leeds  Stipen- 
diary's remarks,  to  ask  whether  the  purchaser  intended  to 
take  the  syrup  as  a  medicine  either  personally,  or  if  not, 
for  whom  then  was  the  medicine  intended  ;  the  name  of 
the  latter  being  accordingly  entered  "in  a  book  kept  for 
the  purpose."  It  is  important  that  in  dispensing  Easton's 
syrup  and  similar  medicines  the  container  be  not  labelled 
"  Poison,"  but  have  proper  directions  for  taking,  including 
medicinal  doses,  attached. 

You,  Sir,  say  that  my  contention  "is  equivalent  to 
saying  that  chemists  can  set  aside  the  whole  provisions  in 
respect  to  the  sale  of  poisons  whenever  they  choose  by 
treating  them  as  dispensing  transactions."  It  does  not 
follow.  Immediately  we  leave  the  "  medicinal  "  theory  we 
are  up  against  the  poisons-book  with  full  formalities.  No 
chemist  would  dream  of  selling  strychnine  or  other  Part  I. 
article  in  its  crude  state  as  a  "medicine."  I  hold  that 
"  dispensing  "  is  not  dependent  upon  the  fact  that  a  written 
or  printed  prescription  is  or  is  not  tendered  precedent  to 
the  act,  nor  can  the  procedure  I  indicated  last  week  be 
considered  to  be  "  an  offer  of  a  commodity  by  the  seller  " 
to  the  purchaser  or  a  plain  "  sale  "  over  the  counter. 

I  may  point  out,  however,  that  "  own  name  "  specialities 
packed  by  wholesalers  for  retailers  and  sold  over  the  counter 
as  received  from  manufacturers,  or  the  sale  of  proprietary 
pills,  tablets,  etc.,  containing  medicinal  doses  of  Part  I. 
poisons,  if  sold  as  sent  out  by  proprietors  could  not  come 
under  the  suggested  exemption  from  poisons-book  entry. 
Bond- fide  dispensing  conditions  must  obtain  to  make  the 
sale  regular.  If  ready  put  up  stock  (of  own  bottling)  be 
not  admissible,  then  the  only  course  open  to  the  registered 
chemist  is  to  "  dispense  "  every  lot  he  may  be  called  upon 
for  at  the  time  of  sale  and  keep  no  stock  ready  put  up — the 
label  being  written  in  each  instance  as  required. 

I,  personally,  would  like  to  see  a  friendly  test  case  on  a 
plain  issue  tried  in  a  court  of  first  instance — the  expense 
would  not  be  heavy  and  could  be  met  by  subscription. 
Whichever  way  the  verdict  went,  an  appeal  to  the  High 
Court  to  be  then  taken,  the  costs  to  be  borne  by  the  Drug- 
trade  Appeal  Fund.  Registered  chemists  only  are  con- 
cerned in  the  results,  and  if  it  should  be  finally  held  that 
a  sale  of  Easton's  syrup  cannot  legally  be  made  unless 
treated  as  a  sale  of  strychnine  pure  and  simple,  we  may 
grumble  at  the  vagaries  of  the  law,  but  we  would  certainly 
know  "where  we  are,"  which,  in  the  case  of  the  Poisons 
Schedule,  would  be  a  good  deal  to  be  thankful  for. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  F.  Mersox. 

Kilmarnock,  N.B.,  October  29. 

Sir, — At  a  representative  meeting  of  chemists  held  in 
Edinburgh  on  Friday,  October  25,  a  resolution  regarding  the 
sale  of  poisons  was  almost  unanimourly  agreed  to.  This 
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resolution  means  that  the  present  practice  of  selling  and 
dispensing  poisons  is  recommended  to  be  continued  in  Scot- 
land, and  I  fear  that  it  may  mislead  chemists  who  were 
not  present  at  the  meeting.  The  practice  recommended, 
although  a  common-sense  one,  is  contrary  to  the  legal  de- 
cisions given  at  Leeds,  etc.,  and  the  adoption  of  it  without 
careful  discretion  may  lead  some  of  us  into  the  law  courts. 
1  proposed  at  the  meeting  that  an  opinion  of  eminent  legal 
counsel  should  be  got  before  adopting  this  resolution,  and 
I  think  that  would  have  been  a  safer  position  in  regard  to 
the  carrying  out  of  the  present  ambiguous  Pharmacy  Acts. 
If  my  proposal  had  been  adopted,  I  would  have  propored 
the  election  of  a  representative  committee  to  frame  a 
memorial  on  the  subject  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  and 
Crown  authorities.  Apparently  most  of  our  members  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  position  and  custom,  which  I 
consider  most  difficult  to  follow  out  in  practice. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Glasgow,  October  29.  J.  W.  Sutherland. 

[A  note  on  this  subject  appears  on  p.  688.] 

Easton's  Syrup  on  Draught. 
Sir, — Perhaps  at  the  present  juncture  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  your  many  readers  might  be  of  interest  on  the 
procedure  which  ought  to  be  followed  in  the  sale  of  Easton's 
Syrup  when  asked  for  and  given  as  a  draught.  Last  week 
a  lady  asked  me  for  a  teaspoonful-dose  of  Easton's  syrup, 
and  in  complying  with  her  request  I  cogitated  on  the 
enormity  of  the  offence  I  was  committing  in  selling  a 
poison,  in  Part  I.  of  the  schedule,  "to  wit,  strychnine" 
contained  in  the  preparation  known  as  Easton's  Syrup, 
without  conforming  to  any  of  the  regulations  of  Section  17 
of  the  1868  Act.  On  the  other  hand,  had  my  customer  wished 
to  buy  an  ounce  or  two  I  should  have  taken  care  to  have 
followed  out  all  the  details  of  the  regulations  applicable — 
and  justly  so — to  the  sale  of  a  preparation  of  a  poisonous 
alkaloid.  In  this  case,  however,  the  "vessel,"  i.e.  the 
medicine  glass  in  which  it  was  handed  over,  was  not  labelled 
with  the  name  of  the  article,  neither  the  word  "poison," 
nor  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller  ;  furthermore,  the 
purchaser  was  unknown  to  me,  nor  did  she  have  a  mutually- 
known  friend  to  introduce  her.  Now,  in  such  a  case  what 
is  to  be  done  ?  It  seems  absurd  to  label  a  medicine  glass — 
with  a  single  and  usual  dose — "  poison,"  as  well  as  to  carry 
out  all  the  other  formalities  of  the  Act  in  such  a  sale, 
for  "sale"  it  is;  nor  does  the  Act  give  any  latitude  for 
the  sale  of  a  poison  "  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises."  I 
have  carefully  read  Mr.  Merson's  arguments  re  "Dis- 
pensing," but  I  cannot  see  that  they  surmount  the  difficulty 
he  tries  to  obviate,  much  less  a  case  as  quoted  above. 

Yours  truly, 

October  30.  Weston.  (13/24.) 

"Patents"  v.  Physicians. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  Dr.  Sewill's  letter  in  your 
issue  and  his  other  hysterical  letters  in  the  medical  journals, 
I  venture  to  say  that  his  eyes  would  be  widely  opened  if 
such  a  commission  as  he  suggests  were  appointed.  He 
would  find  that  overwhelming  genuine  testimony  from  all 
sorts  of  persons  could  be  produced  testifying  to  the  good 
accomplished  by  many  patent  medicines  after  medical  men 
had  hopelessly  failed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  saving  of 
doctors'  bills  to  poor  people  who  have  resorted  to  there 
handy  means  before  going  to  a  doctor.  The  isolated  cases 
where  harm  is  supposed  to  have  resulted  (in  many  instances 
imaginary)  would  be  nothing  to  the  actual  good  accom- 
plished. But  this  is  not  all.  Such  a  commission  would 
reveal  something  of  the  other  side  ;  an  appalling  amount  of 
harm  resulting  from  incompetence  of  doctors  through  errors 
in  diagnosis  and  consequent  wrong  treatment,  and  even 
wrong  treatment  where  there  had  been  correct  diagnosis. 
How  many  lives  are  lost  annually  in  this  way,  and  how 
many  crippled  for  life?  Every  chemist  knows  of  such 
cases.  I  have  hundreds  of  letters  from  all  over  the  world 
tj  prove  the  first  of  these  statements  as  to  the  value  of 
many  patent  medicines,  as  well  as  many  to  prove  that  there 
is  ground  for  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  necessity 
for  radical  alteration  in  relation  to  the  granting  of  death 
certificates,  and  the  sending  of  incompetent  men°as  doctors 
abroad.  Yours  faithfully, 

October  19.  In  Veritate  Victoria.  (13/16.) 


A  propos  de  Bottes. 
[A  novel  by  Mile.  Claire  de  Pratz,  a  clever  Frenchwoman, 
has  been  excluded  from  Boots'  Circulating-  Library  because, 
according  to  Boots'  head  librarian,  "  no  books  of  a 
character  unsuitable  for  the  family  circle  are  admitted  to 
the  company's  shelves."  Whereupon  a  poetic  correspondent 
breaks  forth  thus] : 

We  hope  you  will  not  judge  with  too  great  haste 

(The  greatest  good  alone  is  our  incentive), 
When  we  essay  to  clean  the  public  taste 
By  use  of  medicine  that  is  termed  "  preventive." 

Shall  we  prescribe  but  for  the  body's  ill  ? 

We  cannot  see  that  it  is  any  stranger 
That  we  should  now  employ  a  bitter  pill 

To  save  so  many  young  girls'  souls  from  danger. 

[The  title  of  a  print  once  caused  us  "  doots  " — - 

By  one  called  Wells,  for  Atheist  instruction  ; 
I  think  'twas  called  "  This  Misery  of  Boots  "  ; 

No  doubt  it  was  a  libellous  production.] 
Of  deadly  drugs  we  well  can  judge  ourselves ; 

To  stock  such  goods  we  fine  we  are  unable  ; 
We  could  not  let  them  rest  upon  our  shelves, 

Not  even  though  they  bear  a  "  Poison  "  label. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent  writes  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Wyatt,  but  we  hold  over  his  letter  until  our  next  issue. 


Dispensing-  Notes. 


Sodium  Oleate  Pills. 

Several  correspondents  send  the  following  prescription,  and 
ask  for  hints  as  to  how  it  should  be  dispensed  : 


Phenolphthalein    gr.  | 

Sodii  oleat.  acid   gr.  j. 

Ac.  salicyl.  pur   gr.  iss. 

Menthol.    gr.  j. 

M.    Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xx. 


Take  two  pills  night  and  morning,  followed  by  a  tumbler  of 
hot  water. 

We  have  no  doubt  some  of  our  readers  have  had  experience 
of  the  prescription,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them. 
A  note  on  the  oleate  was  published  in  the  C.  &  D.,  October  26y 
p.  650. 

What  is  the  Trouble? 
Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  are  able  to  explain  the 
modus  operandi  of  the  following  prescription  : 

Soda?  sulphatis    3j- 

Sodse  bicarb.    ...  3iij. 

Liq.  morph.  mur  31  j . 

Glycer.  acid,  carbol.    31  j. 

Ext.  glycyrrh.  liq   3j. 

Aq.  chloroform,  ad   3viij. 

M. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  R.  (10/10.) 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  *'  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Ajax  (9/22). — The  matter  is  one  entirely  of  evidence,  and 
you  should  get  a  solicitor  well  acquainted  with  agricultural 
matters  to  look  after  your  interests. 

Doubtful  (11/22). — "  Parrish's  Chemical  Food"  is  not  re- 
garded by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as  a  proprietary 
article,  but  this  is  subject  to  the  usual  statement  on  the  label 
that  it  is  compound  syrup  of  iron,  lime,  scda,  and  potash,  or 
something  to  that  effect. 

R.  F.  I.  (12/13). — The  disclosure  of  a  formula  must  be  on  a 
label  on  the  packet  containing  the  medicine.  It  would  be 
useless  to  stamp  it  on  a  cough-lozenge.  "Liver  and  Aperient 
Pills"  is  not  a  dutiable  title,  in  so  far  as  it  is  a  conjunctive 
combination  of  two  non-dutiable  titles,  but  "Aperient  Liver- 
pills  "  is  dutiable. 

T.  G.  (9/64).— If  you  turn  up  the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  p.  226,  you 
will  find  under  "  Adulteration  "  all  that  you  want  to  know 
about  the  use  of  formalin  as  a  preservative.  Ten  drops  of 
formalin  is  used  for  1  gal.  of  milk. 

H.  J.  S.  (10/3). — It  is  not  illegal  to  put  turpentine  or  sweet 
oil  into  any  bottle  given  to  you  by  a  customer,  but  if  you  have 
reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that,  e.g.,  a  soda-water  bottle 
is  not  your  customer's  property  you  may  warn  him  that  the 
risk  is  not  yours,  but  his. 
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Subscriber  (2/62). — The  withdrawal  of  an  agent's  authority 
does  not  disentitle  the  agent  to  his  commission  if  prior  to  such 
withdrawal  the  agent  had  introduced  a  person  who  subse- 
quently became  the  purchaser  of  the  business.  In  this  case 
the  question  is,  Was  there  any  introduction  of  the  proposed 
purchaser  to  our  subscriber?  So  far  as  can  be  gathered  from 
the  correspondence  no  names  of  purchasers  were  ever  sub- 
mitted nor  did  such  persons  entertain  the  proposal  or  go  to 
view  the  premises,  nor  did  any  negotiations  for  the  purchase 
take  place.  Under  such  circumstances  we  think  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  the  agent  would  succeed  in  recovering  his 
commission.  On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  pointed  out 
that  the  jury  generally  gives  the  agent  his  commission,  but  the 
verdict  is  frequently  upset  on  appeal,  and  our  subscriber  will 
have  to  take  this  risk  if  he  negotiates  with  the  proposed  pur- 
chaser. The  real  point  will  be  whether  the  agent  introduced 
the  purchaser  or  not,  and  what  is  meant  by  introduction. 

Galenicals  (5/25). — A  month's  notice  is  the  custom  in  the 
English  retail  drug-trade. 

Linseed  (12/1). — See  the  article  on  alcohol  regulations  in 
the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  where  a  great  deal  of  information  is  given 
for  the  express  purpose  of  saving  subscribers  time  and  trouble. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A  preliminary  condi- 
tion for  reporting  on  samples  submitted  is  that  all  particulars 
as  to  source  and  uses  are  given  to  us. 


Apprentice  (8/73). — We  should  be  doing  you  a  bad  service 
by  telling  you  how  much  strychnine  there  is  in  tr.  nucis 
vomica?  and  how  much  phosphorus  in  acid,  phosph.  dil.  Turn 
to  p.  355  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  to  get  the  basis  of 
calculation  for  the  former,  and  as  to  the  latter  turn  up  p.  17, 
and  note  that  H.PO.  =  98  and  P  =  31.  If  the  acid  contains  13.8 
per  cent,  of  H.PO.,  how  much  P  does  it  contain  ? 

Radix  (9/35). — Waterglass  makes  the  shells  of  eggs  brittle, 
and  the  pinhole  allows  for  expansion  of  the  contents.  You 
cannot  avoid  the  pinhole  by  supposed  removal  of  the  water- 
glass. 

Inquirer  (6/39)  asks  if  some  reader  will  say  what  is  the 
usual  arrangement  in  paying  assistants  partly  by  commission, 
and  on  what  the  latter  is  usually  paid.  [See  C.  &  D.  Diary, 
1907,  p.  496,  second  column.] 

W.  E.  C.  (10/6)  asks  why  a  mixture  of  sodium  bromide  and 
infusion  of  gentian  should  go  sour  after  standing  a  few  days. 
It  is  because  there  is  not  sufficient  preservative  in  it  to  prevent 
micro-organisms  setting  up  fermentation ;  even  although  the 
mixture  were  sterilised  before  sending  it  out,  opening  the 
bottle  once  or  twice  a  day  would  admit  sufficient  to  set  up 
fermentation. 

Tannacol  says  he  expects  the  answer  to  a  question  "  to 
appear  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  this  week,  '  but  he  has 
neglected  to  conform  with  the  primary  condition  of  sending 
his  name  and  address. 

N.  Z  Subscriber  (2/91).— Turkish  Shampoo.— A  formula 
giving  a  preparation  somewhat  like  your  sample  will  be  found 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  vol.  i.,  p.  131,  but  yours  con- 


tains chloroform.    Try  the  following  : 

Fluid  extract  of  quillaia  (1  in  1)  Jss. 

Chloroform    3SS- 

Oil  of  citronella    mx. 

Oil  of  dill     ...   rv. 

Solution  of  ammonia    Jss. 

Rectified  spirit    3'x- 

Water  to    3xij. 

Interested  (227/21).— Your  Headache-emulsion  may  be  re- 
produced from  the  following  : 

Phenacetin    96  grains 

Acetanilide    36  grains 

Powdered  tragacanth    12  grains 

Spirit   2  dr. 

Water  to    6  oz. 


Rub  up  the  powders  with  the  rectified  spirit,  add  the  water, 
and  shake  vigorously.    Dose  :  One  tablespoonful. 

Rubra  (4/22). — Your  Expectorant-mixture  appears  to  con- 
tain camphor-water  and  vin.  ipecac.  We  can  detect  no  alka- 
loid, heroin,  or  ether,  and  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  the 
sweetening  or  flavouring  ingredients  usually  associated  with 
bronchitis-mixtures.  Five  minims  of  vin.  ipecac,  in  1  oz.  of 
camphor-water  will  probably  represent  the  mixture. 


Rex  (240/90). — The  ointment  contains  hydrous  lanolin  and 
blue  ointment. 

A.  IF.  (219/19). — We  are  unable  to  trace  anything  in  the 

nature  of  a  salt  massage-liquid. 

Rex  (226/2). — (1)  The  ointment  does  not  yield  any  charac- 
teristics to  the  tests  we  have  submitted  it  to.  A  fatty  basis, 
perfumed  with  a  scent  of  the  jasmin  type,  would  probably  meet 
your  customer's  requirements.  (2)  The  boric  acid  is  coloured 
with  aniline  red,  such  as  is  used  in  making  boric  wool.  (3) 
The  reply  you  wrote  about  was  not  yours.  The  answer  was 
delayed  on  account  of  the  negative  results  obtained. 

E.  E.  (5/59). — Bisulphite  Lye  is  a  commercial  solution  of 
sodium  sulphite  containing  23  per  cent,  of  sodium  sulphite 
and  10  per  cent,  of  free  sulphurous  acid.  It  is  being  em- 
ployed as  a  developing-agent  in  conjunction  with  amidol  (see 
C.  <k  D.,  September  28,  1907,  p.  515)  and  also  in  the  autochrome 
formulae  (August  17,  p.  299,  and  August  24,  p.  358). 

D.  A.  D.  (28/9).— Barium  Rat-poison.— We  have  often  re- 
ferred to  the  use  of  barium  carbonate  as  a  rat  and  mouse 
poison.  Is  the  information  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  October  12, 
1907,  p.  596,  what  you  require  ? 

A.  S.  (256/13).— Electrolytic  Process  for  the  Removal  of 
Superfluous  Hair. — The  process  was  explained  in  the  C.  &  D., 
May  19,  1906,  p.  794,  to  which  please  refer. 

E.  A.  B.  (195/15). — Books  on  Dental  Surgery. — Tomes' 
"Dental  Surgery"  (Churchill,  15s.);  Barrett's  "Dental  Sur- 
gery for  Medical  Practitioners  and  Students  of  Medicine " 
(Lewis,  is.  6(7.).  See  also  the  bibliography  which  was  pub- 
lished in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1906. 

D.  F.  (248/43).— Printers'  Colour-medium.— Your  inquiry 
is  not  quite  clear,  but  probably  the  procedure  adopted  in 
making  black-border  stationery  ink  would  suit  your  purpose. 
In  the  mediums  referred  to  the  bases  employed  are  (1)  liquid 
gum  arabic,  (2)  shellac  varnish  (1  lb.  to  1  gal.  spirit),  (3)  isin- 
glass size.  The  borax  solution  of  shellac  is  much  employed  as 
a  colour-medium. 

27.  F.  F.  (255/67). — We  gave  particulars  of  the  sight-testing 
examinations  in  the  Educational  Number,  August  10. 

W.  E.  E.  (New  South  Wales)  (254/54).— (1)  Sweetmeat 
Caramels. — These  are  prepared  by  boiling  down  a  solution  of 
cane  sugar  and  glucose  syrup  to  the  solidifying  point,  a  sweet, 
hard,  glassy  mass  being  produced  which  is  more  or  less  colour- 
less and  dissolves  with  difficulty  in  the  mouth.  The  propor- 
tion of  glucose  must  not  be  less  than  10  per  cent.  The  boiling 
is  done  in  vacuum-pans  at  72  cm.,  the  initial  temperature 
being  about  60°  C.  and  the  finishing  temperature  110°  C. 
If  direct  heat  is  employed,  the  product  is  darker,  the  boiling 
in  th's  case  being  begun  at  about  103°  C.  and  finished  above 
130°  C.  (2)  There  is  no  published  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
Liverpool  Throat  Hospital. 

Laundry  (256/67). — Oi.eine  Oil,  also  known  as  soluble  oil, 
sulphated  oil,  and  Turkey-red  oil,  is  prepared  by  acting  on 
castor  oil  with  sulphuric  acid.  It  is  much  used  in  the  textile 
industry  for  imparting  a  finish  to  various  fabrics.  In  laundries 
it  is  employed  to  give  a  gloss  to  linen. 

Shrinkage  (257/51).— Wool-shrinking.— The  ordinary  usage 
for  producing  non-shrinking  flannel  is  to  subject  the  material 
to  the  influence  of  boiling  water.  The  flannel  is  fastened  to 
rollers,  and  kept  in  constant  motion.  The  goods  are  run 
through  boiling  water  and  then  through  cold  water.  In  the 
case  of  the  flannel  used  for  shirt  collars,  the  shrinking-process 
is  repeated  as  many  as  a  dozen  times,  when  the  material 
becomes  shrunk  as  much  as  it  can.  The  chemical  process  of 
shrinking  to  which  your  customer  refers  is  carried  out  by 
submitting  the  flannel  to  the  influence  of  chlorine.  This, 
however,  causes  the  wool  to  lose  its  elasticity,  suppleness,  and 
softness  to  the  touch,  rendering  it  necessary  to  treat  the 
material  with  mineral  salts  of  weak  acids.  A  suitable  bath 
is  125  parts  of  aluminium  acetate  solution  (10°  B.),  with  2.500 
parts  of  water  to  every  100  parts  of  wool.  After  digesting  for 
a  short  time  and  washing,  the  wool  at  first  retains  its  rough 
touch,  but  on  exposure  to  air  its  softness  returns.  Chlorinated 
wool  has  a  great  affinity  for  acids,  and  digestion  in  a  weak 
alkaline  bath  is  recommended  to  counteract  this  tendency. 

Mac  (241/62).— See  reply  to  "  Shrinkage." 

M.  D.  C.  (254/1).— Evanescent  Inks.— These  are  generally 
solutions  of  iodine  or  iodised  starch.  "  Pharmaceutical  For- 
mulas "  states  that  writing  made  with  the  following  ink  fades 
away  in  four  days  : 

Arrowroot    gr.  ij. 

Tincture  of  iodine   mv. 

Water  Si- 

Boil  the  arrowroot  in  the  water,  and  when  cold  add  the 
tincture. 
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T.  C.  A.  (255/17).— Testing  Olive  Oil.— The  following  ex- 
tract from  Proctor's  "  Pharmaceutical  Testing"  (office  of  the 
C.  &  D.,  2s.  bd.)  is  what  you  require  : 

An  old  and  well-known  test  is  to  submit  the  sample  to  the 
action  of  nitric  acid,  or  to  make  a  small  sample  of  nitrate  of 
mercury  ointment  with  it,  most  of  the  inferior  seed  oils 
making  a  dark-coloured  soft  or  semi-fluid  compound,  while 
the  pure  olive  oil  yields  a  pretty  firm  ointment  of  pale 
orange,  inclining  to  lemon  colour.  When  wanted  simply  as 
a  test  for  the  oil,  the  operation  may  be  conveniently  per- 
formed thus  :  Into  a  £-pint  flask  or  dish  pour  1  oz.  of  the  oil, 
and  heat  it  to  about  212°  F.,  then  pour  in  f 3j*.  of  B.P.  nitric 
acid,  (1.42  gravity),  and  agitate  till  brisk  effervescence  is 
set  up,  maintain  the  heat  till  the  action  is  completed,  as 
indicated  by  the  cessation  of  the  effervescence,  and  then 
allow  it  to  cool.  The  product  should  be  firm  and  bright- 
coloured.  The  colour  is  perhaps  best  described  as  a  pale 
orange,  inclining  to  lemon,  while  a  darker  orange,  inclining 
to  brown,  is  commonly  produced  by  samples  adulterated 
with  rape,  cotton-seed,  or  some  other  vegetable  oils.  The 
texture  or  mechanical  condition  of  the  product  is  also 
characteristic,  that  from  the  pure  olive  oil  being  of  a  rather 
spongy  character,  breaking  short  when  dug  up  with  a  knife, 
while  the  inferior  oils  yield  a  semi-fluid  or  pasty  product, 
more  like  the  consistence  of  soft  soap. 

C.  S.  &  Co.  (6/38). — Boot- polishes. — We  have  so  often  dealt 
with  this  matter  that  we  must  refer  you  to  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  or  the  indexes  of  past  volumes  of  the  C.  &  D. 

A.  B.  C.  (3/46).— (1)  Syrup  of  Formates.— We  have  not  yet 
come  across  a  good  working  formula  for  this  preparation,  but 
have  the  matter  in  hand.  Much  useful  information  on  the 
formates  is  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  March  9,  1907,  p.  393,  which 
will  show  you  the  lines  to  work  on  in  devising  a  suitable 
combination.  (2)  Unfermented  Wine,  or  pasteurised  grape- 
juice,  is  prepared  by  rendering  the  yeast-cells  and  other 
fermenting-agents  inactive  by  heating  the  freshly  expressed 
juice  to  between  60°  and  70°  C.  for  fifteen  minutes.  As  the 
heating  coagulates  mucilaginous  matters  in  the  juice,  it  is 
necessary  to  filter  after  pasteurisation.  The  clear  juice  is 
bottled  and  again  heated  to  ensure  sterility.  There  are  special 
forms  of  apparatus  employed  in  wine  districts  where  this 
manufacture  is  carried  on.  The  process  is  generally  con- 
tinuous. 

Thin  (259/44). — Massage  with  lanoline  is  employed  to  in- 
crease the  fulness  of  the  face,  but  the  patience  of  the  patient  is 
generally  exhausted  before  the  effects  are  apparent. 

E.  W.  M.  (256/6).— Phosphor-paste.— The  following  recipe  is 
a  modification  of  one  of  those  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  " : 

Phosphorus   3j. 

Carbon  bisulphide   ^ss. 

Beef-dripping    jiij. 

Biscuit-powder    3iij. 

Comp.  tragacanth  powder   3ss. 

Oil  of  anise   gtt.  x. 

Oil  of  peppermint   gtt.  v. 

Heat  the  dripping  until  it  is  quite  clear,  and  transfer  to  a 
hot  mortar  ;  pour  into  this  the  carbon  bisulphide  in  which  the 
phosphorus  has  been  dissolved  ;  stir,  then  add  the  two  powders 
and  the  oils,  and  knead  the  mass  until  a  perfect  mixture  is 
obtained. 

B.  H.  (5/20).— If  you  send  us  a  little  of  the  liquid  that  is 
painted  on  the  poultry  lobes  for  bleaching-purposes  we  may 
■be  able  to  identify  it. 

H.  M.  B.  (3/57).— Starting  a  Photographic  Department.— It 
is  some  years  since  we  last  published  a  list  of  requirements  for 
starting  a  photographic  department.  It  was  in  the  C.  &  D. 
Diary  1900,  and  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  then 
would  necessitate  various  emendations.  Some  estimates  of 
™  stock  required  have  been  published  more  recently  in 

Ihe  Photographic  Dealers'  Annual." 

Giltspur  (12/12).— We  have  not  examined  the  article  to 
which  you  refer,  and  do  not  know  how  it  is  made.  You  will 
find  a  good  deal  about  polishes  in  "  Pharmaceutical  For- 
mulas. 

O.  W.  B.  (220/36).— You  should  reduce  the  doses  of  tr.  capsici 
and  syr.  scillse  to  half  what  they  are  now,  otherwise  the 
iormula  seems  a  good  one. 

IF.  B.  (122/7)  sends  us  a  lemon  which  he  had  bought  in  the 
ordinary  way  and  found  to  be  germinating.  As  to  this  we 
may  say  that  instances  of  the  germination  of  a  seed  in  situ  in 
the  fruit  of  the  lemon  are  not  uncommon.  An  excellent  illus- 
tration of  this  irregularity  is  well  shown  in  a  melon  grown 
at  Sandringham  and  presented  to  the  museums  at  Kew  by 
the  King  in  1898.  An  account  of  this  by  Sir  W.  Thiselton- 
Dyer,  together  with  a  figure  of  the  fruit,  appeared  in  the 

Annals  of  Botany,"  vol.  xvi.,  March  1902. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  appli- 
cations should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  T  he 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7,  cost  £i, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


{From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  9,  1907.) 

"  Oriency  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  1.  By  The  Western  Pig- 
ment Co.,  Ltd.,  2  Beech  Avenue,  Plymouth.  294,839. 

Device  representing  an  arum  for  paints  and  varnishes  in 
Class  1.  By  Sissons  Bros.  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bankside,  Scul- 
coates,  Hull.  294,674. 

"Imperial"  non-filter  plates  (on  label);  for  photographic 
plates.  By  The  Imperial  Dry-plate  Co.,  Ltd.,  Ashford 
Road,  Cricklewood,  N.W.  295,494. 

"  Emerald  "  brand  carbide  of  calcium  on  representation  of 
label;  for  carbide  of  calcium.  By  Alexander  Sim,  Car- 
bide of  Calcium  Works,  Callooney,  co.  Sligo.  295,783. 

"Primrose"  under  device  representing  the  flower;  for 
paints,  etc.,  in  Class  1.  By  Morris  &  West,  City  Paint 
Mills,  25  Egerton  Street,  Chester.  295,991. 

"  Tilto  " ;  for  veterinary  preparations.  By  Tilto  Co., 
68  Mostyn  Street,  Llandudno.  294,885. 

Representation  of  a  still  and  steelyard  circumscribed  by  the 
words  "  Purity  &  Excellence  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Classes  2 
and  3,  surgical  instruments,  etc.,  not  medicated,  and 
perfumery  and  toilet-preparations.  By  Parke's  Drug- 
stores, Ltd.,  65  Harmood  Street,  London,  N.W.  294,963, 
294,869,  294,964,  294,870. 

"  Vitsan  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  2.  By  Wm.  Cooper  & 
Nephews,  Chemical-works,  Ravens  Lane,  Berkhamsted, 
Hertfordshire.  295,698. 

Autograph:  "  M.  L.  Talbott,  M.D.";  for  medicinal  tablets. 
By  The  Pisco  Co.,  Liberty  Street,  Warren,  Pennsvlvania, 
U.S.A.  294,108. 

"  Aphrin  "  and  "  Aphrodine  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3. 
By  Chemische  Fabrik  Guestrow,  24  Postfach,  Guestrow, 
Germany.   294,663,  294,665. 

"  Cutictjra  Resolvent  "  on  representation  of  label,  red  upon 
a  black  background;  for  a  resolvent  in  Class  3.  By 
Potter  Drug  &  Chemical  Corporation,  135-137  Columbus 
Avenue,  Boston,  Massachusetts.  292,581. 

"Cutictjra  Soap"  on  representation  of  label,  red  on  a  black 
background ;  for  soap  in  Class  3.  By  Potter  Drug  & 
Chemical  Corporation,  135-137  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  292,583. 

"  Nitto  "  ;  for  a  head-ointment.  By  Woolley's,  Ltd.,  Phoenix 
Mill,  King  Street,  Blackburn.  295,144. 

"  Feltine  " ;  for  a  medicated  surgical  dressing.  By  Sani- 
tary Wood  Wool  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  and  26  Thavies  Inn, 
London,  E.C.  295,661. 

"  Veedette  "  ;  for  curative  vibration  instruments.  By  J.  E. 
Garratt,  96  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E.  295,618. 

"  Markit  " ;  for  marking-ink.  By  Mendine,  Ltd.,  169 
Tooley  Street,  S.E.  294,366. 

"  Zolite  "  ;  for  carbon-papers,  typewriter  ribbons,  and  ink 
By  Lamson  Paragon  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  Paragon  Works, 
Fords  Park  Road,  Canning  Town,  London,  E.  295,869. 

"  Vinojel  "  ;  for  all  substances  in  Class  42.  By  J.  Chapman 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lower  Westwick  Street,  Norwich.  295,805. 

"  Phosphac  "  ;  for  food-substances.  By  George  Harker  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  101,  102,  and  103  Upper  Thames  Street,  London, 
E.C.  295,835. 

"  Aspasia  "  ;  for  food-substances.  By  Chalmers,  Guthrie  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  9  Idol  Lane,  London,  E.C.  296,029. 

"  Pentermak  "  ;  for  food-substances.  By  The  Crimony  Co., 
15  South  Street,  Finsbury,  London.  296,100. 

"  Shofa  "  ;  for  liquid  quick-cleansing  soap.  By  Wm.  Cooper 
&  Nephews,  Chemical-works,  Ravens  Lane,  Berkhamsted. 
294,652. 

"  Apex  "  ;  for  a  washing-powder.  By  Margaret  Harding, 
Homestead,  East  Preston,  Angmering,  Sussex.  295,100. 

"  Topaz  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-preparations.  By  Lever 
Bros.,  Ltd.,  Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire.  295,909. 

"  Dentoro  " ;  for  an  astringent  dentifrice.  By  Thomas 
Christy  &  Co.,  4,  10,  and  12  Old  Swan  Lane,  Upper  Thames 
Street,  London,  E.C.  296,105. 

"Oculine";  for  an  eye-lotion.  By  J.  E.  Jewell,  35  Hay- 
market,  London,  S.'W.  296,120. 


